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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 
-  H1N1 PREPAREDNESS GUIDE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

-  SBA LENDERS PERFORMANCE REPORT

-  ILLINOIS RECYCLING GRANTS PROGRAM

-  EXPORTS LIVE SEMINAR SERIES

-  GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WHAT IS A SUBSET? 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – BPLANS.COM 

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS INDEX
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

H1N1 PREPAREDNESS GUIDE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

Small Business Administration Administrator Karen Mills and Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano recently announced the availability of a preparedness guide designed to assist small businesses in planning for the possibility of an H1N1 flu outbreak this fall. 

Outbreaks of H1N1 flu are occurring now across the country and will likely coincide with the return of seasonal flu this fall and winter. The H1N1 Preparedness Guide offers small business employers tools and information to help them plan for and respond flexibly to varying levels of severity of an H1N1 outbreak—which may lead to increased absenteeism, and, if the outbreak becomes more severe, may include restricted service capabilities and supply chain disruptions.

Employers are encouraged to put strategies in place now to protect their employees and their businesses in advance of the fall flu season. Included in the preparedness guide are tips on how to write a continuity of operations plan, steps for keeping employees healthy, frequently asked questions about the 2009 H1N1 flu and a list of additional resources that employers can access online. To download the booklet please visit www.sba.gov/flu.
SBA LENDERS PERFORMANCE REPORT

The SBA Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2009 as of 8/31/09 can be accessed by clicking on the Lenders Performance report and is also be posted on the SBA Illinois website along with a list of ARC participating lenders.  

ILLINOIS RECYCLING GRANTS PROGRAM

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is pleased to announce that the Illinois Recycling Grants Program has opened its FY2010 grant cycle for both traditional (i.e., fiber, metal, glass, plastic) and electronics (e.g., computers) recycling.  We would appreciate any effort you could make to help disseminate this information to your members/contacts.  Applications must be received in DCEO's Springfield Office by November 13, 2009.  Copies of the actual grant Request-for-Applications (RFA) documents may be downloaded from our Web site:  www.illinoisrecycles.com.

 

Through this competitive process grants are available to assist local governments, for-profit, and not-for-profit businesses and organizations with their recycling efforts.  Traditional recycling grant funds may be used to purchase project-related capital equipment such as collection, processing or handling equipment and project necessary expansion and modernization costs.  Electronics recycling grant funds may be used to set up permanent drop-off and collection facilities; purchase recycling containers; fund project necessary site improvements; and to purchase processing and handling project-related equipment to collect, refurbish, de-manufacture, and recycle computers and electronic equipment.

 

Grant funds are made available from the Illinois Solid Waste Management Fund.  The maximum grant amounts for the Traditional Recyclables grant program are $60,000 for collection projects and $120,000 for primary processing projects.  For the Computers and Electronics Recycling grant program, the maximum grant is $75,000 for collection and processing projects.

 

Entities interested in submitting an application for Traditional Recyclables are encouraged to schedule an individual consultation with their regional DCEO representative.  Program regions are shown in the attached announcement, but generally contact the following individuals:

 

Northern Illinois -  Rick Fiddyment, 217-524-1838 or Richard.Fiddyment@illinois.gov.

Central Illinois - Angie Embrey, 217-785-2773 or Angie.Embrey@illinois.gov.

Southern Illinois - John Druhot, 217-785-2768 or John.Druhot@illinois.gov.

 

Those interested in submitting a Computers and Electronics Recycling application should contact Sam Al-Basha, 217-785-2765, or Sam.Al-Basha@illinois.gov.

EXPORTS LIVE SEMINAR SERIES

Attached you will find a flyer on Exports Now, a seminar series developed by SBA and several other federal agencies.     The session in Chicago will be held on Tuesday, November 10th.  Please take a look at the attached document for more information.   

 

GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK 

The economic downturn has placed a new focus on how to generate more "job creators" in our economies and made the idea of a global celebration of entrepreneurship as a path back to positive growth rates especially relevant. The largest entrepreneurship event in the world - Global Entrepreneurship Week -  will be kicking off November 16th, 2009.   Please click on http://www.unleashingideas.org/usa or 

http://www.unleashingideas.org/ to find out more details. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WHAT IS A SUBSET? 

A subset is a group of records in the WebCATS database that all have one or more things in common. What do they have in common? That's entirely up to you. For example, you could create a subset of client records that consists of all companies that have a Web site. Or, you could create a subset of counseling session records that consists of all counseling sessions with a duration of one hour or more in contact time.  There is no limit to the number of criteria you can specify when creating a subset (well, technically, you're limited to the fields carried by the database); the more criteria you string together, the more specific and narrow the results of your subset will be. 

Subsets are created per record type. For example, if you were trying to isolate all clients and contacts located in a particular ZIP code, you would need to create two separate subsets: one to isolate the client records and one to isolate the contact records.

How do subsets differ from reports?

Subsets and reports are two very different features. And while their functionality sometimes overlaps, typically they are used in conjunction with one another. Subsets are used to organize a group of records based on criteria they have in common. Reports are used to format and display the data found within a grouping of records. For example, you could create a subset to isolate all woman-owned businesses and then generate a report that displays the addresses of those woman-owned businesses.  Next Week:  How do I create a subset?

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – BPLANS.COM 

Tim Berry, founder of Palo Alto Software Company and Bplans.com is one of the country’s best-known business planning experts. This website and also his popular BLOG are great resource for startups and small businesses.
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS INDEX
Recently we received the following information about the most recent findings of the Small Business Success Index (SBSI), an ongoing research study that takes the pulse of small business in the U.S. 

The SBSI, commissioned by Network Solutions and the University of Maryland’s Smith School of Business, was designed to measure how successful small businesses believe they are, which in turn can help other owners understand their own needs and pain points. The June 2009 survey results revealed small business performance remained steady overall from six months previously, exposing how the deepening recession has restrained the ability of small businesses to improve in light of tighter credit options and falling consumer demand. It also reveals how small businesses perform in specific areas of business: they struggle the most with capital management, and marketing and innovation has suffered from the lack of consumer and business demand in the current environment, but excel at customer service and compliance. For more detailed findings, please click on the SBSI report.

Please read through the SBSI report and learn more about what the findings reveal about the current small business landscape in the U.S. Please share this information with your members, and we are happy to help draft a press release or be involved in any way with spreading the word. I also encourage you and your membership to visit www.GrowSmartBusiness.com  to learn more, take the online survey to assess their own success compared to the average small business, and find resources to improve their own competitiveness. www.GrowSmartBusiness.com  hosts occasional webinars and events, like the upcoming GrowSmartBiz Conference in Washington, DC, which we encourage you to share with your members, as well. On the www.GrowSmartBusiness.com  blog, we highlight successful small businesses from around the country and give them online exposure, so if any of your members have a story to share about their business, they are welcome to write in to growsmartbiz@networksolutions.com. 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

The latest edition of the IEN Monthly Statistical Report for August 2009 can be found on CenterConnect along with Illinois SBDC FFY2009 Report on key SBA Performance Measures for the period of October 1, 2008 through August 31, 2009. 

MOVES AND NEWS

Special congratulations go out to Victoria Gheorghe, the Assistant Director of the Illinois SBDC at UIC who welcomed a new addition to her family last week.   Victoria's baby, Andrea Ioana weighed in at  7 lb 8 oz and her height was 19 3/4 in.    Mom and baby are doing fine.    Again, huge Congratulations to Victoria. 





 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
