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· MOVES AND NEWS
IRS PHONE FORUM ON SEPTEMBER 27TH - EMPLOYEE SIMPLE IRA PLANS

Date: September 27, 2010      Time: 1:00pm      Cost: FREE     Location: The convenience of your home or office
This IRS phone forum is for: Tax professionals/Attorneys/Payroll professionals/Industry partners and Small Businesses
Learn about how to identify, correct and avoid common mistakes in operating SIMPLE IRA plans
Earn Certificate of Completion/CPE credit - Enrolled agents and enrolled retirement plan agents receive one CPE credit for a minimum 50-minute participation from the start of the forum.

Tax professionals may receive a Certificate of Completion that can be used to request a Continuing Professional Education credit if the phone forum meets your organization’s or state’s CPE requirements.  To receive credit, register individually and use your PIN.   Call in using your individual phone line so your attendance can be verified.  Look for your Certificate of Completion by e-mail approximately one week after the forum. If you have met all requirements, you will receive your certificate automatically; there’s no need to follow up.   If you and others in your office do not require a certificate, please have only one person register on the group’s behalf and use a speaker phone to dial in. This will maximize the number of lines available for other participants and help reduce costs.

To register, please go to the IRS Employee Plans website at http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=218995,00.html 

Reservations are limited, so register early.  You will receive a personal identification number to join the conference.

If you have never registered with AT&T for a prior phone forum, you will first need to click on create a profile.
If you require special accommodations (for example, Braille, large print or interpreter services) please contact Brian Finn at nationalphoneforum@irs.gov/.   

Presentation materials will be posted at http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=218995,00.html on or before the day of the conference.  

Dial in on September 27, 2010  -  Toll free:   1-866-216-6835   

Dial in at least five to 15 minutes before the scheduled time. Those who are first to arrive will be assured participation; when all lines are busy, you will be unable to join the session.  Enter your access code, then the pound (#) sign.  Enter your PIN, then the pound (#) sign.   The participant’s line will be placed on hold until the conference begins.

A question and answer period will be included during the presentation. However, due to the public nature of the call, we will not be able to address specific client issues. 

Questions about the event or problems registering?  E-mail ep.phoneforum@irs.gov.

Archived recordings of this event and others can be found on http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=218995,00.html
This event will not be immediately available, but will be posted as soon as the files are available.
ELIMINATING REFRIGERANT EMISSIONS AT SUPERMARKETS - FREE WEBINAR 9/30

You are invited to attend GreenChill's September Webinar.  This webinar is open to all attendees.  Please feel free to forward this invitation on to others who may be interested.
 
Topic: GreenChill: A Partnership to Eliminate Refrigerant Emissions from Supermarkets
Speaker:  Keilly Witman, U.S. EPA / GreenChill 
Date: Thursday, September 30, 2010
Time: 1:00pm
Meeting number: 599 150 061
Meeting password: (This meeting does not require a password)
To join the webinar, please click on the weblink and call into the teleconference number.  Weblink: https://meetingvisuals.webex.com/meetingvisuals/j.php?ED=145098762&UID=1163248427&RT=MiMxMQ%3D%3D
Teleconference number and code:  Call-in number: 1-866-2993188; Conference Code: 202 343 9742 #
IRS FORM 941-X TO MAKE CORRECTIONS ON PREVIOUSLY FILED FORM 941

The IRS has just released the new form 941-X.   Please use this form to correct errors on a Form 941 that was previously filed.  Use Form 941-X to correct:
 

   - Wages, tips, and other compensation.
   - Income tax withheld from wages, tips and other compensation.
   - Taxable Social Security Wages.
   - Taxable Social Security Tips.
   - Advanced Earned Income Credit payments made to employees.
   - Credits for COBRA premium assistance payments.
   - Credits for qualified employer's share of social security tax on wages/tips, paid to qualified employees March 19 - 31, 2010 (second Quarter 2010 ONLY), and
   - Exemption for qualified employee's share of social security tax on wages/tips paid to qualified employees.
To find this form on the IRS website please click on: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f941x.pdf
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - IL PTAC SFY 2010 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

This week we are pleased to share with you, the outstanding accomplishments of the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) Program during state fiscal year 2010.   From July 1st 2009 through June 30th 2010, the Illinois PTAC Program assisted their clients in securing 2,564 government contracts.   The dollar value of those contracts was over $1.3 billion.   Those awards helped Illinois small businesses create 1,508 new jobs and retain an additional 5,016 existing jobs in our state.  Congratulations and thank you to all of the Illinois PTACs for their assistance to clients in helping them gain access to the government contracting market.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
Whenever a client's status (pre-venture or in business) changes it is imperative that we update their profile information to reflect the change.  When you create a "started a business" milestone you will receive the following message:  You have just created a "started a business" milestone.  Would you like to have the client status updated from "pre-venture/nascent" to "start-up (In Bus. < 1year)"? (If you respond with {OK}, the client's Date Established will be updated to the current date)  Note: The client record's business type is currently "NA".  You may wish to update the client record if their type of business is now different.  Please say "OK" to this message to update the client status field and date established field.  We use these fields to track the current percentage of In Business vs. Not In Business clients.  It is very important to have accurate data in these fields.   Thank you for helping to keep this client information accurate and up to date.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.GOOGLE.COM/ADWORDS/SMALLBUSINESSCENTER
Through the help of social media and good site architecture, small business owners have come a long way in creating sites that engage users.  However, it’s no secret that one area where small business owners still struggle is in the world of paid ads.

Google has announced the launch of the AdWords Small Business Center. The Small Business Center is designed to be a knowledge hub that small business owners can use to learn AdWords best practices and get key information about everything they need to know to run a successful AdWords account.  The information provided will be broken down into beginner, intermediate or advanced, so that small business owners can benefit regardless of where they are in their learning and grow into the information.

Here’s a look at some of the early topics covered:

· Write great ads 

· Choose the best keywords 

· Adjust bids and budgets 

· Improve your website 

· Track your results 

It allows small business owners to go at their own pace and pick up additional information as they’re ready for it.   Even experienced AdWords users could get some additional tips by checking out this resource.  Also part of the Adwords Small Business Center is a Discussion Forum where small business owners can meet others new to the AdWords process and share information and tips.  This allows small business owners to talk and share with each other.

The Center also provides links to the AdWords Help Center, the AdWords blog and other resources so that small business owners can easily access them. There’s even a link to find an AdWords-certified professional if you want to hire someone to help you with your campaign.  It organizes trusted information on a tricky topic into one place so that business owners don’t have to hunt all over the Web to find it.  It’s just another example of Google doing what Google does best – providing hubs of free information that business owners can use to grow their businesses.  The AdWords Small Business Center is one resource small business owners should check out.

To learn more, please visit their website at: http://www.google.com/adwords/smallbusinesscenter/
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WWW.WORDPRESS.COM  

Below you will find some information from www.WordPress.com which is brought to you by some of the same folks who work on the open source blogging software available at WordPress.org.

Open source WordPress has been incredibly successful and risen from a handful of users to the most-used blog tool in its category. However, as easy-to-use as we could make the open source package, there was still a barrier in that it requires a hosting account, a database, FTP, and a whole alphabet soup of acronyms that make normal people like you and me dizzy. 

We wanted to bring the WordPress experience to a larger audience. So we created WordPress.com, a hosted version of the open source package where you can start a blog in seconds without any technical knowledge. We’re a bit of an underdog, as there are much larger hosted blogging services such as Blogger that have been out for years, but when WordPress.org got started people said the blog software market was saturated and there wasn’t room for anything new. (The big players then were Greymatter and Movable Type.) We think we have something unique to bring to the table.

WordPress.com is under very active development, and we roll out updates almost every day. New features and services are driven by you so please use our feedback form to let us know what you want.

Almost everything on WordPress.com is free, and things that are currently free will remain free in the future, but we do offer paid a la carte upgrades for things like CSS editing and custom domains. How do we pay for everything? WordPress.com is run by Automattic which currently makes money from the aforementioned upgrades, blog services, Akismet anti-spam technology, and hosting partnerships.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CenterConnect you will find the latest SBA Lender - CDC Performance Report for the period of October 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010.   You will also find the SBA Information Notice #5000-1168 with information regarding the process for the ending of the SBA ARC Loan Program.
DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES 

Our thanks to the Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage for providing their accomplishments in the Disaster Assistance and Recovery (DAR) Project for the quarter which includes June through August of 2010. 

Illinois SBDC Disaster Assistance Program - College of DuPage Activity Report - June 1, 2010 through August 31, 2010

Activities Performed:

The Disaster Assistance Program at College of DuPage was in a holding pattern during this quarter.  Kris Fay, Coordinator of the program assumed a new full-time position at College of DuPage as Associate Dean; Business and Technology.  She started in this capacity effective June 1.

Prior to Kris’ departure and during the first few weeks of June, all files were assembled and organized to provide complete information on the program, clients, courses and contacts for her successor. Kris also made sure all documents, contact lists, marketing materials and related documents were maintained in a disaster assistance file on the college’s main server for easy access by all SBDC staff and disaster assistance contractors.

Due to reduced client activity that traditionally occurs during the summer months, replacing the coordinator position was delayed until August, 2010.  Discussions were held with the college’s human resources department to convert the coordinator position from part time (employee) position to seeking independent contractors.  This was finally approved in late August, 2010.

A search for qualified consultants was undertaken, “interviews” and negotiations held and we are currently preparing contracts for two consultants to perform DAR activities in fulfillment of the grant during the fourth quarter of 2010.  The two consultants selected are:

· Marcia Kittler of MK Business Solutions, Inc.  Marcia is a Chicago-based consultant that specializes in risk management, disaster preparedness and has strong contacts throughout this field. With further strengths/expertise in marketing, sales and programming, Marcia will be the lead consultant spearheading the DAR program.

· Robert Fairbairn of Smarter Computing and Technology Services is a computer/tech consultant based in Winfield. Bob is the Emergency Management Coordinator for the village of Winfield and is active with the DuPage County Emergency management team. He is well versed in disaster avoidance, systems redundancy and preparation. Bob will bring his contacts with FEMA, DuPage Mayors and Managers and EMS into the program and will develop mechanisms to store DAR content for use by the center and DCEO after this program has wrapped up.

Activities Planned for Sept. – Dec. 2010:

· Finalize contracts with MK Business Solutions and Smarter Computing and Technology Services.

· Consultants will review all materials prepared by Kris Fay related to contacts, information sources, contacts, programming and marketing materials.

· Prepare and deploy “outreach and awareness campaign” to and for FEMA, DuPage Mayors and Managers, EMS, local economic developers and personal contacts of the consultants.

· Present disaster preparedness outreach presentations to parties identified above.

· Promote and conduct webinars in September, October and November.

· Prepare systems to archive and preserve DAR programs, information, web links and contacts for access by DCEO and the IEN network.

· Prepare interim (monthly) status reports and final program activity report.

We appreciate this information and thank you for your efforts to assist small businesses in disaster planning, recovery and assistance.
MOVES AND NEWS
We are very pleased to announce that on Thursday, September 16th, Missy Block joined our team here in the Springfield Office of DCEO as an Energy and Natural Resources Specialist.  Missy will be working with Annette Fulgenzi and Erin Conley in the Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP).  She can be reached by phone at: 217-785-8019 and by email at: melissa.block@illinois.gov    Please join us in welcoming Missy and helping to make her feel at home in the Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology Office.  Welcome, Missy !
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===========================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===========================================================






