
-------------------------------------------------------------
THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION
-------------------------------------------------------------
September 11, 2006
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-   Program Profile - The Small Business Environmental Assistance 
-   Equipping Executives with International Skills Critical for Success
-   Sell2Illinois
-   Homeland Security Contest
-   New SBA Deputy Administrator Nominated
-   SBA Moves to Improve Disaster Response
-   The Small Business  Advocate Newsletter
-   OSHA News - Greater Illinois - September 
-   Annual Southern Illinois Economic Development Conference
-   Working Safely With Lead Workshop
 

 

Program Profile - The Small Business Environmental Assistance Program
Located in the Entrepreneurship and Small Business Office, the Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP) helps small businesses around the state with their environmental issues.  Services are free and confidential, and over 112,000 businesses have taken advantage of the program since its inception in 1993.  The Program offers the following business services   
         Toll-free helpline:  800-252-3998
         Industry-specific workshops  (see upcoming ones below)
         Quarterly newsletter, Clean Air Clips, featuring timely regulatory updates
         Environmental fact sheets, brochures and guides
         Web site  www.ienconnect/enviro.com
         Environmental Recordkeeping tools, including calendars for dry cleaners, aggregate crushers, and gasoline stations.
The helpline received over 900 calls last year and over 850 people attended 22 workshops.  Almost 6,000 calendars were mailed to businesses to help them keep track of the recordkeeping requirements, and the quarterly newsletter goes to approximately 5,000 clients, state and federal legislators, and chambers of commerce on a quarterly basis.  
If you or your constituency needs environmental compliance assistance, please contact the Small Business Environmental Assistance Program at 800-252-3998 or dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov.
Upcoming Seminars and Workshops: E-85/biodiesel seminars, auto recycler workshops, and six statewide workshops for the construction and demolition debris industry in the winter of 2007.  Call 800-252-3998, for more information.
 

Equipping Executives with International Skills Critical for Success

The State of Illinois Certificate in International Business and Certified Global business Professional Series is designed for executives, professionals, senior staff, and entrepreneurs who would like to improve their knowledge and strategies in international business.  This program is suitable for individuals new to international business, as the curriculum assumes no prior international experience.  The course also assists in preparation for the NASBITE Certified Global Business Professional (CGBP) exam.  

The program will be concentrating on today’s international environment; cultural environment; international economics, marketing, trade finance, tax and legal considerations, human resource management and strategic planning.  

The program will be offered in two locations, Chicago and Peoria.   The Chicago dates are Sep. 8 and 22, October 5 and 20 and November 3.   The Peoria dates are:  September 15 and 29; October 13 and 27; and November 10.  

To register, go to the program website (www.bradley.edu/turnercenter/cib) or contact the International Trade Center at Bradley University at (309) 677-3075 or tce@bradley.edu.  

  

Sell2Illinois
The Illinois Department of Central Management Services (CMS) has launched an initiative to highlight how entrepreneurs across the state can Sell2Illinois – and expand their capacity, enhance their credentials and grow their revenues – by making the State their next customer.  

CMS purchases more than $10 billion in products and services for state agencies every year, and small companies as well as businesses owned by women, minorities and persons with disabilities throughout Illinois should compete for this business.
Businesses leaders are gaining important insights on how the state has cut red tape, set aside more contracts for small businesses, and aggressively raised revenue thresholds so more firms qualify for the Small Business Set Aside program.  As a result, more state money now flows to small Illinois firms: the state awarded a record $16 million in set-aside contracts to small businesses in 2005, a full 165% increase over the year before.  

Additionally, entrepreneurs that are women, minorities or persons with disabilities – can more effectively compete for state contracts.  Spending with diverse firms through the Business Enterprise Program increased by $30 million – an 8% increase – to $384 million in 2005.  
Acting on Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s instructions to run the business of government like a business, CMS has rethought how government operated in the past and introduced “best business practices” from the private sector to the agency’s public-sector mission.  CMS handles the administrative side of government – including procurement, fleet and facilities management, personnel and IT/telecom – so other State agencies can devote their time and resources to fulfilling their missions. 
 

Attached you will find a flyer with additional information about www.Sell2.Illinois.gov that we ask you to distribute to area small businesses.   
  

Homeland Security Contest
Please visit http://www.bradley.edu/turnercenter/HS_business_competition.html to find out details about the Homeland Security Business Competition for Central Illinois.  
 

 

New SBA Deputy Administrator Nominated
President George W. Bush announced recently that he intends to nominate Jovita Carranza, one of the top Latina professionals in the country, as the U.S. Small Business Administration’s deputy administrator. In 2004, Hispanic Business magazine named Carranza Hispanic Woman of the Year.
 

Carranza, a 30-year veteran of UPS, was most recently vice president of air operations at the worldwide package shipping company. She was responsible for air operations at the company’s facility in Louisville, Ken., and oversaw the cutting edge automated package processing operation there. Because small businesses are one of the largest customer bases for UPS, Carranza is well aware of their needs, and throughout her career, she has been actively involved in initiatives to address their requirements to help them compete in the global marketplace.
 

"Jovita brings great sensitivity to the issues small businesses face as well as the sophistication of being part of an organization with complex operations," said SBA Administrator Steven C. Preston. "This combination of insight and business skills will bring tremendous value to the SBA as we strive to create a higher degree of customer responsiveness and operational sophistication to the agency. "As part of the new leadership team at SBA, Jovita and I will work together to take the agency to the next level."
 

While at UPS, Carranza also served as president of Latin American Operations and the Caribbean. Additionally, she has extensive experience in human resources management and work force planning. In addition to her professional career, Carranza has been actively involved in community service, both in leadership and advisory capacities. Carranza, a native of Chicago, is currently a resident of Louisville. She earned her MBA from the University of Miami (FL).
 

SBA Moves to Improve Disaster Response 
Pat Rea Named Head of Accelerated Disaster Response Initiative  -  Steven C. Preston, the Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), recently announced the appointment of Chicago Regional Administrator Patrick "Pat" Rea as chief of the Accelerated Disaster Response Initiative, reporting directly to the Administrator.
 

The initiative was formed recently to identify and help implement process improvements to enable the agency to respond more rapidly in assisting small businesses and homeowners seeking financial assistance after a disaster. The initial focus will be on accelerating the disbursement process for disaster loans to victims of last year’s devastating hurricanes.
 

"Thousands of dedicated SBA employees and managers continue to work long hours to help the victims of last year’s hurricanes and other disasters,"
said Administrator Preston. "But their best efforts have sometimes been overwhelmed by the scope of recent catastrophes. This initiative will focus on streamlining our processes to help our people be more responsive."
 

In the year since Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma struck the Gulf Coast and Florida, the SBA received an unprecedented 422,000 disaster loan applications and approved more than 157,400 low-interest loans for more than $10.5 billion.
 

"Pat’s take-charge style and extensive banking experience is exactly what is needed to lead this initiative," said Preston. "Pat will lead a team of process experts, dedicated analysts and leaders in our Office of Disaster Assistance in a coordinated effort to drive our capabilities to the next level."
 

Rea has been the SBA’s Midwest regional administrator for SBA since 2003. Prior to his appointment, he served as executive director of the Illinois Development Finance Authority. Rea also spent over 30 years as a senior banker at Banc One, and he is a retired brigadier general in the United States Army Reserve.
Rea received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Illinois at Urbana, and has served more than 32 years as an elected trustee of Tinley Park.
  

The Small Business  Advocate Newsletter
The September 2006 edition of SBA's Small Business Advocate Newsletter, Volume 25, number 8 can be accessed at http://www.sba.gov/advo/sept06newsletter.pdf
 

The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.
 
OSHA News - Greater Illinois - September 
The September issue of the Greater Illinois OSHA News newsletter is attached for you review. 

 
Annual Southern Illinois Economic Development Conference

The 11th Annual Southern Illinois Economic Development Conference will be held on Thursday, September 21, 2009 at the Rend Lake Resort & Conference Center at Wayne Fitzgerell State Park in Whittington.   

The theme for this conference is “Enhancing Southern Illinois” and the sessions and presentations include:  The New Economy, Innovators and Inventors:  Successful Strategies, Southern Illinois Connect, and How to Deliver this New Economy. The price is $39 per person before September 10, and $49 after September 10.  To register or for more information, go to:  http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/conferences/siedc.  
  

Working Safely With Lead Workshop
A "Working Safely with Lead" Workshop will be held on October 17, 2006 • 7 - 11:30 a.m. (free) at St. John’s Hospital • Bunn Auditorium - 800 E. Carpenter • Springfield, Illinois.  Topics to be covered include:

• The Effects of Lead Paint on Adults and Children

• Information on Newly Enacted Illinois & Proposed USEPA Remodeling & Renovation Legislation

• How Lead Risk Assessments can save you money

The Illinois Public Act 094-0879 became law on June 20, 2006, and is in effect. Target audience: Contractors, Landlords, Realtors and Public Health Professionals.

Please e-mail, telephone or fax registration requests to: joann.lemaster@st-johns.org Phone (217) 544-6464, ext. 30095 Fax (217) 535-3893

This free event is offered by the Illinois Poison Center in recognition of National Poison Prevention Month.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
