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ASBDC Annual Conference

The Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) Annual Conference is being held this week in New Orleans. The Illinois SBDCs and Illinois SBDC International Trade Centers will be well represented at this outstanding professional development conference.  For more information and details about the offerings at this tremendous event please click on ASBDC 2012 Annual Conference.  

Business and Financial Resources Forum – September 18th in Normal

In tough economic times, knowing where to turn for help can mean the difference between a business and an empty storefront.

Join us for a free seminar featuring representatives of many of the organizations providing resources to the business community in McLean County. This is your opportunity to learn about the loans and direct assistance programs that can help keep your business viable. Get answers to your specific questions. Arrange a consultation targeted to your individual business needs.

Organizations and Resources Represented include:

Career Link

Center for Emerging Entrepreneurs

Economic Development Council of Bloomington-Normal

Illinois Business Financial Services

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

Illinois Finance Authority

Illinois Manufacturing Extension Center

International Trade Center / NAFTA Opportunity Center

Procurement Training Assistance Center

McLean County Chamber of Commerce

McLean/Livingston County SCORE

Illinois Small Business Development Center at Illinois State University

United State Department of Agriculture

The Business and Financial Resources Forum is FREE, but advance registration is required. To register, go to www.mcleancochamber.org and, under the Events tab, click “Online Registration” or call Diane Siron at the McLean County Chamber of Commerce at: 309-829-6344.

Get the information you need to help your business survive. Attend the Business and Financial Resources Forum, Tuesday, September 18, 2012 from 8:30-10:30am in the Astroth Community Education Building at Heartland Community College in Normal.

2012 Public Affairs Pulse Survey Shows Favorable Opinion of Small Business 

It’s election time and that means opinion polls aplenty—most of them focusing on the negative. But one recent poll found something to smile about in America’s opinion of business in general, and small business in particular.

A whopping 88 percent of Americans in the latest 2012 Public Affairs Pulse Survey (PDF) have a favorable opinion of small business.  That far outpaces the two-thirds (67 percent) who have a positive view of big companies—and it’s more than double the 41 percent of Americans who have a favorable view of the federal government.

Of course, respondents’ opinions of big business weren’t all positive. Three-fourths say too much power is concentrated in the hands of a few large companies, and nearly two-thirds say big corporations make too much profit.

Americans’ preference for small businesses has grown. Sixty-eight percent say they would rather do business with a small local company than a bigger one offering lower prices. And when asked which has been most important to the economic well-being of the middle class in the last 50 years, 51 percent choose small businesses—vastly outstripping labor unions (19 percent), major companies (17 percent) and the government (11 percent).

How can your small business clients benefit from this groundswell of support?    Here are some ideas:

Be proud to be small. For decades, small businesses tried to appear big, but these days, playing up the fact that you’re small is a better marketing strategy. Put a personal face on your business’s website, marketing materials and social media. Let customers get to know who’s behind the business.

Be socially responsible. Some 72 percent of Americans surveyed say they would like to see businesses help provide community services such as food banks. Choose a cause that makes sense for your business and your customer base, and get involved.

Offer health insurance. Another 68 percent of those surveyed say they would like business to help improve health care. The Affordable Care Act provides tax breaks that many businesses can take advantage of for offering health insurance for employees.

Partner up. Unite with other small businesses in your community to promote the idea of shopping local. Hold events that involve all the businesses in your area, such as a sidewalk sale night or “taste of” local restaurants. Work with your chamber of commerce and local officials to see how you can grow local small business—and your own sales.

SBA’s Small Business Advocate – September 2012

Advocacy’s September conference in Seattle headlines the August-September issue of The Small Business Advocate. The issue also contains the full text of the 2012 update of “Frequently Asked Questions about Small Business,” as well as the announcement of the new Advocacy Innovation Initiative by Chief Counsel for Advocacy Winslow Sargeant.

 

In This Issue
  Advocacy Hosts Seattle Conference, 1

Message from the Chief Counsel
  Advocacy Innovation Initiative Takes Flight, 2

Regulatory News
   Patent Reform Update: First-To-File, Roundtables, Roadshow, 7

  EBSA Revises Position in Response to Small Business Input, 7

Research Notes
  Answers to Frequently Asked Questions About Small Business, 3-6

  Which Banks Lend to Small Business?  8

A copy of the monthly advocate can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advocacy/810/280251 For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advocacy or telephone 202-205-6533
Business and Financial Resources Workshop – September 25th in Peoria

Join us to learn about the Business and Financial Resources that are available in Central Illinois.   This free event will take place on Tuesday, September 25th from 8:00am to 10:00am in Peoria. Get the facts regarding local, regional, state and federal resources including loans, grants, direct assistance and other programs available to Central Illinois companies.

Special Guest Speakers will participate from:

City of Peoria                                                                    International Trade Center at Bradley University

County of Peoria                                                                Illinois Small Business Development Center at Bradley University

Economic Development Council for Central Illinois           

Bradley Technology Commercialization Center

Illinois Business Financial Services (IBFS)                                Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce

Illinois Finance Authority (IFA)                                               SCORE

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity       U.S. Small Business Administration

Illinois Manufacturing Extension Center (IMEC)                         USDA Rural Development

Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC)

This event will be held at the Peoria NEXT Innovation Center, located at 801 W. Main Street in Peoria.  Although this is a Free event, pre-registration is requested to accommodate materials. To register, please send an email to Anthony Rolando at DCEO at: Anthony.rolando@illinois.gov If you have questions, please call Anthony Rolando at: 309-647-5896.

Program Success of the Week – Cedar Rock Cabins

Cedar Rock Cabins, a sole proprietorship owned by Cindy Wheaton, is nestled within the Shawnee National Forest in Johnson County.   Cindy and Skip Wheaton began construction of the first 2 bedroom cabin in August 2010.  Unfortunately, Skip passed away suddenly about half way through the construction process.  However, this cabin was completed and the business had its first guest lodge in the facility on December 18, 2010.  An existing structure on the property was converted into a 1 bedroom cottage during this time.  Construction on a second 2 bedroom cabin began in March 2011 and was completed in June 2011.  Later, a 3 bedroom, 2 story cabin was also purchased and renovated on the property.   

All cabins have central heat and air for year round comfort and they are fully furnished, down to the plates and tableware.  There is a fully-equipped kitchen with a stove, oven, microwave, refrigerator, and smaller appliances.   The master bedroom in the cabins feature a queen size bed and the bunk room lower bed is full sized with a single upper.  The cabins are smoke free and pet friendly, with requirements stipulated in the rental agreement.  Wildlife that wanders freely throughout the woods can be viewed from the screened in porch.  The hot tub is located outdoors so that guests can relax in luxury beneath the stars.   Wooded paths wind up and down hills and past rock bluffs with swings placed along the way for resting.  A quarter mile track is available for runners, joggers, and walkers.  

Area attractions include hiking at nearby state parks and nature preserves, fishing and boating, public hunting, bicycling at nearby Tunnel Hill State Bicycle Trail, golf, Shawnee Hills Wine Trail, and antique shops.   

Cindy Wheaton has completed a QuickBooks course offered by the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Shawnee Community College.  The SBDC has also assisted this business with some tourism related projects and the website page.  Cindy says, “I honestly could not have begun and operated the business without the help of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Shawnee Community College.  Losing my husband in the construction process was very traumatic and the SBDC was there to support me emotionally as well as being a client”.  Two jobs have been created as a result of this business being started.  

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS 

How do I track Professional Development and Outreach in WebCATS? - WebCATS gives us the ability to track both professional development and outreach as inquiries. To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields. Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries. Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and then select your center as the contact. Enter the date, time spent, type of inquiry (Professional Development or Outreach), and counselor for the record and then click add. By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year by counselor and hours.

Website of the Week - www.epa.state.il.us/p2/internships
Looking for ways to improve environmental performance and save money at your facility?   The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) has a special program that places upper-level college students at facilities during the summer to work on waste reduction and energy efficiency projects.    
While the intern students are placed primarily at industrial facilities, they have worked at local government and public institutions like water reclamation districts, community colleges and military installations.  Students typically have backgrounds in engineering, chemistry or environmental management.  

In recent years, the student projects have centered on lighting/motor upgrades, air compressor efficiency, process improvements, solid waste reduction, safer chemical substitution and water usage.  In 2010, the intern program helped facilities save over $750,000 in lower operating and disposal costs.   

To participate in the program, host facilities must provide a well-defined project, student supervision, work space, safety training and workers’ compensation.  The facility will also be responsible for paying a portion of or the entire student salary, which averages approximately $2,500 a month for a 12 week period (one week of training and 11 weeks in the field).

Illinois EPA is responsible for recruiting qualified students, training and matching interns with host facilities, reviewing progress reports and providing technical support.  To learn more about this environmental assistance program, visit www.epa.state.il.us/p2/internships
Resource of the Week – Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) for Businesses
The IRS Taxpayer Advocate Service is  free and helps business taxpayers resolve tax problems they can’t solve on their own.   This Program is your voice, within the IRS.  By clicking on the link below, you can learn about the services available to businesses and how to contact the Taxpayer Advocate Service for help. http://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/Businesses
Save the Date – Planning Session

The next full Illinois SBDC Network Strategic Planning Session will be held on November 29th and 30th at the Lincoln Land Community College City Center in Springfield. Please save these dates and look for additional information and details soon. In the coming weeks you will be receiving updates from the various Strategic Planning Groups that have been working on an ongoing basis throughout the year.  Again, please SAVE THE DATES!. 

What's New on CenterConnect 

The latest version of the SBA Loan Programs chart, can now be found on CenterConnect.   We believe you and your clients will find this document useful in understanding the financing resources available through the SBA. 

Moves and News

Congratulations to Jan Bauer, Director of the Illinois SBDC at College of Lake County and to Frank Brisbois a volunteer Business Advisor at the Center, who recently took and passed the intermediate SBA export counselors exam.

 

Looking to scratch your entrepreneurial itch or rekindle your entrepreneurial fire?    If you are, then an upcoming free event is for you.  Award-winning author Robin Sheerer will read from her newly-released book, "Thrive: The Entrepreneurial Path to a Great Life," and lead discussion in a workshop style.    "Thrive: The Entrepreneurial Path to a Great Life" Reading and Book Signing will be held on Thursday, September 27th, from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Oak Park Main Library, 834 Lake Street in Oak Park.   To learn more, please visit: http://eservices.oppl.org/evanced/lib/eventsignup.asp?ID=14117
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of 

Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the 

DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with 

regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you 

have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other 

interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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