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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  The Promise of Coal Gasification
-  Technology Review 35

-  Free IRS Recordkeeping Phone Forum

-  IRS and HUD to air Web Cast

-  IEN Partners – Softshare Times

-  Website of the Week - www.iltech.org
-  Resource of the Week - Franklin Capital Network

-  Client Satisfaction Survey to be Done Electronically

-  Moves and News 

The Promise of Coal Gasification

The first in the Connecting with the Future of Energy series… The Promise of Coal Gasification will be held on September 18, 2007 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at John A. Logan College(Main building, Tarvin and Crisp rooms).  The event will be a conversation with energy experts to explore the future of southern Illinois energy resources — and how quickly that future may arrive!   Brought to you by Connect SI, the SIUC Coal Research Center and the Citizens Utility Board
Seating is limited to 150 persons. Please register on or before September 12, 2007, to reserve your place. There is no charge for registration.

Name____________________________________________________________________

Organization ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Number of persons attending ______________________________________

Please call, email, mail or fax thisform to Tammy Kirk at:

Man-Tra-Con Corporation

3000 West DeYoung Street, Suite 800-B

Marion, Illinois 62959

Ph: 618/998-0970, ext. 215

Fax: 618/998-1291, attn: Tammy Kirk

Email: TammyKirk@mantracon.org
Technology Review 35

MIT’s Technology Review has just published its seventh annual list of the TR 35, the 35 most important new innovators under the age of 35. As usual, the list will likely make you feel like a slacker when compared to these truly creative and impressive men and women. Flagship Ventures’ David Berry is this year’s Innovator of the Year. Berry is a researcher and venture capitalist who is pioneering new tools to genetically engineer microbes into biofuels. A new firm, LS9, is now seeking to commercialize this technology. This year’s Humanitarian of the Year award goes to the University of Washington’s Tapan Parikh, founder of a firm called Ekgaon Technologies. Through Ekgaon, Parikh develops information technology systems that can be used by entrepreneurs in less-developed economies. His IT programs operate on mobile phones and other platforms that are more easily deployed in poorer nations. 

View the 2007 TR 35 list. The list also appears in the September/October 2007 issue of Technology Review. Free Registration is Required. Article provide by National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.

Free IRS Recordkeeping Phone Forum

Better Business through Better Records: What the IRS is looking for will be held on October 10, 2007 – 11:30 p.m. CDST.   Location: The convenience of your home or office.  Topics include • Why retain records?  • What kind of records should you keep?  • What about receipts or other verification?  • For how long?

• What is the burden of proof?  A question and answer period will follow the presentation. • The conference access code is 982859.  • You will be assigned a Personal Identification Number (PIN) that must be used to join the conference. • If you have never registered with AT&T for a prior phone forum, you will need to “create a profile” first. Register by October 8, 2007. IRS will e-mail materials for participants on October 9, 2007. If you do not receive this e-mail by noon on October 9, e-mail us at: SL.Central.KS@irs.gov.   • Enrolled agents receive one CPE credit for a minimum 50-minute participation. • Other tax professionals may receive credit if they qualify per their organization. • Register individually and use your PIN to receive credit. • Call in on a separate line to verify attendance. 

Free IRS Phone Forum Businesses: Learn about what to keep, what not, according to the IRS - Earn Continuing Professional Education credit  Register at: https://www.attevent.com  Questions? E-mail SL.Central.KS@irs.gov 
IRS and HUD to air Web Cast 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) are sponsoring a Web cast on October 11, 2-4 p.m. EST that will provide an overview of tax incentives for Renewal Communities (RCs) and Empowerment Zones (EZs) and updates on changes to these incentives. A panel of IRS experts will address employment credits, work opportunity tax credits (WOTC), commercial revitalization deductions (CRD), increased Section 179 deductions, and other incentives worth billions of dollars.

Register by October 5, 2007 at OCRTaxCredit@hud.gov. RealPlayer is required for viewing the Web cast at http://www.hud.gov/webcasts/schedule. Viewers can visit this Web site in advance of the Web cast to download a free updated version of this software and to test the audio and video on their computers while viewing a portion of any archived HUD Web cast. The Web cast has been in the planning stages since the President signed Public Law 110-28, H.R. 2206: U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act, 2007 on May 25, 2007. The law provides immediate increases in tax incentives for employers in Renewal Communities, Empowerment Zones, and rural renewal counties.   

The estimated $11 billion in Federal tax incentives include increased deductions, accelerated depreciation, low-interest loans through facility bonds, tax savings on capital gains, and employment tax credits directed towards employers, investors, business owners, and stockholders that hire local residents, upgrade equipment needs, and build or rehabilitate commercial property in Renewal Communities and Empowerment Zones designated by HUD from nominations submitted by State and local governments.  These tax incentives can help business people save money, finance equipment upgrades, and build or rehabilitate commercial property in Renewal Communities and Empowerment Zones.
The Work Opportunity Tax Credit has recently been expanded to provide even greater savings to employers who hire residents of Renewal Communities or Empowerment Zones. For additional information, go to IRS Partner Headliners 209: Work Opportunity Tax Credits Expanded to Promote Tax Incentives for Economically Distressed Areas and IRS PUB 954, Tax Incentives for Distressed Communities, at http://www.irs.gov/publications/p954/index.html.

To learn about other IRS announcements and products and services, subscribe to e-News for Small Businesses. To see a sample and to start your free subscription to e-News, just go to IRS.gov, type in your e-mail address and submit.
IEN Partners – Softshare Times

The latest issue of the Softshare Times newsletter for IEN business development centers, is ready for viewing at www.catseasily.com/company/newsletter/Times.pdf.     In this issue:  -The Custom Activity Forms Add-On Module is Available  -Hidden New Features of WebCATS
-EDMIS Update  -The Softshare 'CATS Servers Are Safe, Sound, and Secure  -Softshare Hits the Road (ASBDC & Fall APTAC)  -Free Softshare 'CATS Training in October  -Karen's Column  -USABID Database Updates.

Website of the Week - www.iltech.org
This is the website of the Illinois Assistive Technology Program.   The program helps people with disabilities by using technology to allow them to be a productive part of the Illinois workforce.   For business owners, this website offers information about programs that can provide assistance to help their employees get the equipment they need to make a positive contribution to the success of the company.         

Resource of the Week - Franklin Capital Network

Formed in 1991, Franklin Capital is a financial service company offering creative solutions to the credit needs of fast growing companies, recent start-ups and companies in a turnaround mode.   Headquartered in the Chicago metropolitan area, their products include Accounts Receivable Purchase Program, Purchase Order Financing (aka Trade Financing), Inventory Finance and Equipment Financing and Leasing.    For additional information about programs and services, please go to www.FranklinCapitalNetwork.com or contact Mr. Francisco Menchaca by email at: fmenchaca@franklincapitalnetwork.com or by phone at: 847-579-4780 ext.130

Client Satisfaction Survey to be Done Electronically

Client satisfaction surveys have always been an important part of the Program evaluation process in the Illinois SBDC.   In the past, these surveys have been completed using mailing addresses and paper.    We will now be using the electronic survey tool, "SurveyMonkey" to implement the client satisfaction survey effort.   To do this, we obviously need email addresses for your clients.   Please make every effort to obtain this information from them.  This process will then become easier, faster and more convenient for the people you serve, to provide good, quality information that we all want and need.

Moves and News 

We want to welcome Lyndsay Hughes, as she joined us as Director of the John A. Logan College PTAC on Tuesday, September 4th.   She and her family recently relocated from the Springfield area where Lyndsay was employed by MJ Kellner, a family owned food distribution company.   She is familiar with CMS and the state procurement process.   In her sales position, her clients included schools, prisons and hospitals.   Please join us in welcoming Lyndsay to the Illinois SBDC.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
