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September 8, 2009
SPECIAL NOTICE -  The IEN Weekly Connection will not be distributed on Monday, September 14th.   The next IEN Weekly Connection will arrive in your mailbox on Monday, September 21st.   

In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 

-  SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

-  DISABILITYWORKS - STATEWIDE SCHEDULE OF CHAMBER SUMMITS

-  ILLINOIS SBA SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM II

-  U.S. DOT BONDING ASSISTANCE

-  GLOBAL SECURITY CHALLENGE – AMERICA MIDWEST FINALS
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – ADVOCACY RESEARCH
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – ONLINE TRAINING COURSE

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - COUNSELING SESSION RECORDS
-  MOVES AND NEWS

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

The September 2009 issue of the U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy,  Small Business Advocate is now available at http://www.sba.gov/advo/aug-sep09.pdf. The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

 

DISABILITYWORKS - STATEWIDE SCHEDULE OF CHAMBER SUMMITS

A series of Disabilityworks summits are being scheduled this Fall and being hosted by local Chambers of Commerce. As a partner with Disabilityworks, we wanted you to be aware of these upcoming events and ask that you help market these to your area small businesses.    Below is the schedule details we have as of August 20th.   More details will be provided as we have them.   Thank you for your help and partnership in promoting these programs.
September 2009
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce - September 9th, 8am – 11:30am
Location:  President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 701 E. Adams, Springfield, IL 62701
Partner Chambers:  Jacksonville, Decatur, Taylorville, Chatham-not confirmed as yet.

October 2009

Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce - October 20th, 7:30am – 11:00am
Location Oakley Lindsay Civic Center, 300 Civic Center Plaza, Quincy IL 62301
Partner Chamber:  Hannibal- confirmed.  

November 2009
Peoria Chamber of Commerce - November 4th, 7:30am - 11:00 am

Location TBA

Partner Organizations:

Barrington Chamber of Commerce - November 11th, 8am – 11:30am

Location TBA
Partner Organizations:  Schaumburg, Hoffman Estates, Buffalo Grove, Lake Zurich, Kerry Grove (all chambers)-approached
Rockford Chamber of Commerce - November 12th, 7:30am – 11:00am

Location:  Radisson (address to be confirmed)
Partner Organizations:  RAMP, SHERM, Employer’s Association, Belvidere Chamber, Parks Chamber, Freeport Chamber

Greater Effingham Chamber of Commerce & Industry - November 18, morning, exact time to be confirmed
Location TBA
Partner Chambers:  not defined yet

December 2009
Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce - December 2nd, morning, exact time to be confirmed
Location TBA
Partner Chambers:  Riverbend (Alton combined), Edwardsville/Glen Carbon, Fairview Heights-not confirmed
ILLINOIS SBA SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM II
During the past six months, stimulus funds have arrived in Illinois and programs and projects are now available. Invite your interested clients and area businesses to join SBA for a day of information, training and networking led by experts. They will learn how to complete the paperwork and navigate federal, state and local contracting programs and opportunities available as a result of the Economic Recovery legislation. Meet the government and corporate buyers that are looking to meet you. This opportunity is designed for companies in every industry who can be “contract ready” or “shovel ready” to go. For more information call (217) 793-5020, Ext 114 or (312) 353-4519. 

*** SBA will waive the registration fee for the first 200 small businesses to register. For event registration, visit www.sba.gov/il  (Flyer is attached)

U.S. DOT BONDING ASSISTANCE

U.S. Department of Transportation Launches ARRA Bonding Assistance Reimbursable Fee Program for Disadvantaged Business Enterprises. The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), Office of the Secretary (OST), Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) is pleased to announce the availability of the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Bonding Assistance Reimbursable Fee program (BAP). Pursuant to ARRA, DOT was appropriated a combined $48.1 billion in funding for the purpose of stimulating the economy, creating jobs and investing in the nation’s transportation infrastructure. ARRA also appropriated $20 million to the DOT for DBE bonding assistance.

Under the DBE ARRA BAP, DOT will provide direct reimbursement of bonding premiums and fees incurred by DBEs competing for, or performing on, eligible transportation infrastructure projects receiving DOT ARRA funding. Applications must be received by mail or electronically transmitted to OSDBU on or before September 8, 2010 for bond issue dates for ARRA projects on or after August 28, 2009.

More information including the application and instructions is available at http://www.dot.gov/recovery/ost/osdbu/ or by email at bap.arra@dot.gov. Technical assistance is available from OSDBU Headquarters at 1-800-532-1169 or through the regional DOT Small Business Transportation Resource Centers. To contact the center near you call 1-866-928-6289 or visit www.osdbu.dot.gov/regional/all.cfm.

GLOBAL SECURITY CHALLENGE – AMERICA MIDWEST FINALS
Northwestern University, along with the Homeland Security Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center, will host the America Midwest Finals of the Global Security Challenge (GSC), which is the world's largest international security innovation competition. The competition offers researchers, entrepreneurs, and start-up companies the opportunity to showcase their security inventions and compete for more than $500,000 in cash grants.

Date:   Tuesday, September 22, 2009
Time:   2:00 - 6:00 pm
Venue: Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University, Chicago Campus, Baldwin Auditorium & Atrium in Lurie Building, 303 E. Superior, Chicago, IL 60611

The GSC Midwest Regional Finals will determine what companies from the Midwest will advance to the 2009 Grand Final competition in London, this November.  Companies in two categories, Small/Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and Startups, will give company pitches. 

Following the company presentations, a panel discussion hosted by Underwriter Laboratories will address the topic, "Mass Notification; The Challenge of Moving and Informing Large Populations in Time of Crises."

Anyone interested in security and defense technology is invited to attend. In particular, attendees from industry, government, and academia, as well as, entrepreneurs, journalists, and members of the investment community,  are encouraged to participate in the event. 

Reserve Your Space
This event is free to attend, but seats are limited. To reserve a space at this event please use our online booking system. 
 
For Further Information 
Please visit the Global Security Challenge Web site or contact the GSC team directly by email: reservations@globalsecuritychallenge.com.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – ADVOCACY RESEARCH
The Office of Advocacy released its annual update to the Frequently Asked Questions.  It estimates that there were 29.6 million small businesses in the United States in 2008.  Once again, the document shows the importance of entrepreneurship to our nation's economy, with small businesses accounting for half of nonfarm, private real GDP and half of all private sector employment.  In addition, small businesses generate the majority of net new jobs.  Firms with fewer than 500 employees accounted for 64 percent (or 14.5 million) of the 22.5 million net new jobs (gains minus losses) between 1993 and 

the third quarter of 2008.  An estimated 627,200 new employer firms began operation in 2008, and 595,600 firms closed that year.  Moreover, according to U.S. Census data, seven out of ten new employer firms last at least two years, and about half survive five years.  Frequently Asked Questions is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/stats/sbfaq.pdf   

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – ONLINE TRAINING COURSE

SBA Launches New Online Training Course: ‘How to Win Federal Contracts’ - The U.S. Small Business Administration recently launched a new online training course to help strengthen access to contracting opportunities for small businesses, including those owned by women, minorities, disadvantaged individuals and veterans. 

The training course, “Recovery Act Opportunities: How to Win Federal Contracts,” is part of a federal government-wide initiative announced last month by President Obama and being led by SBA and the Department of Commerce.

As part of the initiative, federal agency procurement officers are participating in more than 200 events over the next several weeks to help connect small businesses with contracting opportunities.  Additionally, SBA and Commerce are expanding their outreach to contracting officials across the federal government to ensure they have the tools to meet their annual contracting goals and increase opportunities to small businesses, including those owned by veterans, women and minorities, as well as those in designated HUBZones.

As part of the outreach to small businesses, the comprehensive online course uses both audio and script to provide information about the federal marketplace, contract rules and, most importantly, how to sell to the government and where to find contract and Recovery Act opportunities.  The new training portal is a free online training course designed to assist entrepreneurs during this period of economic recovery.  This self-paced, instructional guide provides an overview of the federal procurement process. 

The Recovery Act Opportunities course is available on SBA’s Web site at www.sba.gov  or directly at www.sba.gov/fedcontractingtraining .  The course is indexed by subject matter to allow ease of use, and it includes multiple direct links to additional contracting resources.

The Recovery Act Opportunities course includes direct links that highlight the best contracting resources and engages small business owners in the contracting process.  The course also includes practical and fundamental steps to engage business owners in the federal contracting arena.  

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - COUNSELING SESSION RECORDS
The question we want to answer today is, "Can I create a counseling session record for a pre-client?"  The answer is Yes.

In fact, you can create all types of client activity records (counseling session, milestone, award and investment) for pre-clients.   But there is a catch.  WebCATS will automatically designate those activity records as non-reportable and you will not be able to change this designation as long as the client record has a status of pre-client.

Note: This is true even for counseling sessions that have multiple clients in attendance.  If just one of the clients in attendance has a pre-client status, the entire counseling session record will remain non-reportable for everyone involved.

Pre-clients can easily be promoted to active client status by clicking the Make Client button found at the top of pre-client records.  Promoting a client record from pre-client status to client status, however, does not automatically convert those activity records previously assigned to the client to a reportable status.  If you need to make any of these activity records reportable, you must edit each one individually.

MOVES AND NEWS

Hillary Burkinshaw, Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Governors State University will be honored by the Business Ledger 2009 Entrepreneurial Excellence Awards for her Outstanding Service to Entrepreneurs.  She will receive the award at the Annual Entrepreneurial Excellence Awards reception hosted by the Business Ledger on September 24, 2009.

As the Director for the last 12 years, Hilary has been the Chicago southland region’s most proactive ”helping hand”  supporting individual business growth, development, financing and improvement leading to significant business growth and retention in the region. Over the last 10 years Hilary has worked directly with well over 1,000 clients that have created 37 new businesses, invested $10,000,000 in their existing businesses, created or retained over 1,200 jobs, bought 14 businesses at an investment value over $7,000,000 and has helped over 200 clients obtain over $80,000,000 in financing. 

Through Hilary’s vision and leadership at the Illinois SBDC, 3 Veterans Entrepreneurial Boot Camps have been hosted at GSU with attendance exceeding 175 veterans over the last year and a half.  This program was recognized in 2008 by the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association for its “outstanding, innovative, and best practices in the programs and services offered by member Illinois centers and the impact the program has had on the community, region, and state.” 






 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
