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IESBGA / ASBDC MEETING - RECAP
Thanks to everyone who participated in the IESBGA / ASBDC Meeting last week in Chicago.    We appreciate your taking the time to be at this Conference.    Hopefully you took full advantage of this outstanding opportunity for networking and professional development.  

This conference was extremely successful because of both the advance planning and the on-site help from volunteers.   To each of you who were volunteers at the conference, please except our sincere thanks.    Without the investment of time you gave, we would not have had the smooth operation that we saw last week.    The seminars were organized, evaluation forms were collected and entered into computers and presenters were able to get immediate feedback on their sessions.   Thank you again for helping make the Chicago Conference such a great success.

We would also like to say "Thank You" to two of our own who helped make this conference a great event in both planning and volunteer coordination.    Rod Hollenstine was the Vice Chairman of the ASBDC Conference Planning Committee and spent many months working on organizing this event.    The volunteer effort was led by Carol Stombaugh from the Illinois SBDC at Western Illinois University in Macomb.   Carol did an outstanding job of putting this critical effort together.    Thank you Rod and Carol for your enormous contributions in helping make the Chicago Conference such a great event.      

Congratulations are also in order for the recipients of the Illinois SBDC "Guidance for Growth" Awards.    

Outstanding Performance - Illinois SBDC Economic Impact:

First Place - Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College

Second Place - Illinois SBDC at Black Hawk College

Third Place - Illinois SBDC at Chicago State University

Fourth Place - Illinois SBDC at Elgin Community College

Fifth Place - Illinois SBDC at Bradley University

Sixth Place - Illinois SBDC at Evanston Technology Innovation Center

Outstanding Performance - Illinois SBDC Consulting Hours:

First Place - Illinois SBDC at Bradley University

Second Place - Illinois SBDC at Women's Business Development Center

Third Place - Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College

Fourth Place - Illinois SBDC at Jane Addams Hull House

Fifth Place - Illinois SBDC at Governors State University

Sixth Place - Illinois SBDC at Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago

Outstanding Performance - Illinois SBDC ITC Economic Impact:

First Place - Illinois SBDC ITC at Bradley University

Outstanding Performance - Illinois SBDC ITC Consulting Hours:
First Place - Illinois SBDC ITC at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville

Congratulations to all of our winners in the first year of the Illinois SBDC "Guidance for Growth" Awards Program!

ILLINOIS STATE STAR – PAT TAFT

Please join us in offering special CONGRATULATIONS to Pat Taft, IEN Center Fiscal Coordinator, for being recognized as the Illinois SBDC State Star at the ASBDC Annual Conference.   Pat and the other state stars were honored at a special reception preceding the closing banquet at the Conference on Friday evening, September 5th.   Congratulations, Pat, for your outstanding efforts in support of the IEN centers.   

RECYCLING AWARD TO ENGINEERED PLASTIC SYSTEMS

An Illinois small business, Engineered Plastic Systems, LLC of Elgin, Illinois, was honored by the Illinois Recycling Association at the annual conference held this summer in Arlington Heights, Illinois.  The company won an award in the category of “Best Use of a Recycled Material.”  Engineered Plastics Systems was also a grantee through the DCEO Recycling Expansion and Modernization (REM) Program. 

Engineered Plastic Systems, a small manufacturer employing 12 individuals, produces high-quality recycled content plastic lumber used for deck board, outdoor furniture and shipping pallets and markets them under the Bear BoardTM, LumbeRockTM, and Perennial Park ProductsTM. brands. The company uses recycled content plastic [high density polyethylene (HDPE)] to extrude lumber profiles that are available in nine different colors.  Customers include lumber distributors and dealers, contractors, architects, schools, municipalities, park districts, state and federal government agencies, amusement parks, equipment manufacturers and do-it-yourselfers.  

Engineered Plastic Systems recently completed a modernization project that was supported with grant funds from the DCEO REM Program.   The project allowed the firm to expand production capacity by adding a new state-of-the-art extrusion line.  By implementing the project, Engineered Plastic Systems increased production volume, achieved higher sales levels (a 25% increase over the previous year), increased employment (added three new jobs), and increased the diversion of plastics from the solid waste stream.  Specifically, the firm recycled over 200 additional tons of plastic in comparison to the prior 12 month period -- the equivalent of diverting over two million milk jugs from the landfill.  The continued success of Engineered Plastics Systems also has benefitted Illinois recyclers, which provide much of the recycled HDPE used by the company for manufacturing.  For more information on Engineered Plastics Systems, Inc., please contact Jack Joyce, General Manager, at 847/289-8383.

Engineered Plastic Systems, LLC received a $237,500 grant from the DCEO REM Program to offset the costs of the capital equipment required for the new plastic lumber extrusion line.  Engineered Plastics contributed over $165,000 in matching funds toward the project.  For more information on the DCEO REM Program, contact Mike Motor at 217/524-0933, or visit the following link:  http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Recycling/Grants/REM_Program.htm
SBA’S ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER
The Advocate Newsletter for September 2008 (Volume 27, number 8) can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/aug_sep08.pdf.  The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.
BUSINESS GATEWAY WINS SEARCH ENGINE AWARD

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Business Gateway Program was selected by the Search Engine Strategies (SES) Conference for the prestigious Best Use of Local Search award on August 20, 2008, the only government finalist in any category. Business Gateway was selected over two private sector companies.
In celebration of its 10th anniversary, SES incorporated its first annual awards, honoring 15 outstanding “search marketers.”  The Business Gateway Program 

was selected as the winner of the “Best Use of Local Search” category because of its unique solution for handling geographically oriented search queries.  Business Gateway is a cross-agency program providing small businesses with a single access point – www.business.gov  – to easily find government information, including forms and compliance assistance resources and tools.    

Business.gov uses the Google search engine and is able to improve upon it by intelligently reading a user’s query for geographic context (city, state, zip code).  The Business.gov search feature returns only the most relevant results that align with the specific geographic area for which a user is seeking information.   

About Search Engine Strategies - Search Engine Strategies is the leading global conference and exposition dedicated to search engine marketing, optimization, and online advertising tactics and best practices.  The conference is held annually over five days in San Jose, CA, attracting top industry leaders.  SES is the single most important, relevant conference in the search engine marketing industry. 

                        

About Business.gov – www.Business.gov  is the official business link to the U.S. Government, and is managed by the U.S. Small Business Administration in partnership with 21 other federal agencies. This partnership, known as Business Gateway, serves as an incubator of technologies designed to improve the delivery of services and information to the nation’s small business community. Originally launched in 2004, Business.gov provides a single access point to government services and 

information to help the nation's businesses with their operations. 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK – Illinois SBDC ITC AND NOC

This week, we want to highlight the successes of the Illinois SBDC ITC and NOC for SFY 2008.   International trade is becoming more and more important to small businesses looking to expand and grow in the global marketplace.    The specialized SBDC ITC and the NAFTA Opportunity Centers are helping Illinois companies do just that.   In SFY 2008, they provided counseling to 806 clients and training opportunities to 774 additional individuals.   That assistance helped their clients realize $172.9 million in export sales.   More importantly, the ITC NOC clients were able to create and retain 764 jobs in Illinois.   Congratulations to the Illinois SBDC ITC and NOC for another great year of assisting Illinois small businesses.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

Softshare has tightened up the data that is transferred from eCenter to WebCATS for better audit and data requirement control.   Electronic signature capture is how this happens.   When a new client signs up via •  eCenter, their electronic signature is now captured and stored in their subsequent client record, along with signature time and date.  This data can’t be edited, making it reliable for audit trails.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.QBSBDC.COM
For those of you who were in attendance at the opening luncheon of the ASBDC Conference last Wednesday, this website may sound familiar.   A major partner with the ASBDC was also the sponsor of the luncheon and provided the guest speaker.    You will recall that Mr. Rick Jensen, Senior Vice President and General Manager of the Intuit Small Business Group invited all of us to take advantage of the tools on their website that are for SBDC counselors.    Here, you will find an array of information, products and training materials that you can use to assist your small business clients.   Please take time to visit their site at: www.qbsbdc.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS
The Illinois SBDC has purchased an annual subscription for SBDCs to use this financial analysis program to assist clients.   Our current subscription will continue through May, 2009.   Many Centers are using this resource with great success in helping small businesses and we wanted to be sure that all SBDCs are aware of this available tool.    If you do not have the access information for ProfitCents, please contact Mark Enstrom at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov .    Quarterly webinars are now being held for any SBDC wishing to learn more about how to effectively use ProfitCents.   The next webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14th at 9am.    Login information will be sent at a date closer to the webinar.

MOVES AND NEWS 
The Illinois SBDC at Evanston Technology Innovation Center has a new Director.  We would like to congratulate and welcome Mr. Travis (T.J.) Weber to the Illinois SBDC and the IEN.   A graduate of Northwestern University, Mr. Weber also brings his experience as a successful entrepreneur to the Center.   He has started and grown several businesses including companies that are doing business in Asia and Europe.  We are pleased to welcome him and know that he will be an asset to the Illinois SBDC.  Welcome, T.J.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
