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Green Small Businesses Needed for Trade Mission To France in October 2011

SBA is  trying to find some green small businesses who might be interested in going on SBA’s upcoming trade mission to France.   The dates of this trade mission are October 9–13, 2011

This Certified Trade Mission is being called, “Intelligent Buildings: Putting the Pieces Together”     

European countries are at the forefront of the worldwide effort to improve energy efficiency, enacting laws designed to encourage green development and favoring products and practices that decrease their dependence on carbon fuels.

France ‐ the third largest market in the European Union ‐ has dedicated the highest percentage of its economic stimulus package to green industries. Most of the economic activity and job creation resulting from the stimulus will be tied to green buildings.  France has dedicated $256 billion for the thermal rehabilitation of existing buildings and $17 billion for new buildings. 

The market is seeking new technologies and services to meet increasingly stringent regulatory environments. The United States is well‐positioned to provide state‐of‐the‐art products and expertise to the intelligent building sector.

Europe currently replaces only one percent of existing buildings per year. Governments are looking for ways to motivate property owners to retrofit their buildings.  This conference will examine how to “put the pieces together” – how to synchronize five drivers of intelligent building practices – through innovative products and services, regulations, financing, certification and monitoring processes.

Mission Objectives: Intelligent Buildings Trade Mission
SBA and the U.S. Commercial Service are working together on this trade mission to help U.S. small businesses establish relationships, explore opportunities in the green building and renovation market, and facilitate export success to mission participants. These objectives will be measured through participation in:

1. Site visits coordinated by the city of Paris’ Economic Development Agency.

2. A Green conference specifically dedicated to retrofitting existing buildings. 

3. Gold Key Matchmaking services provided through the U.S. Commercial Service –Paris.

Please see attached flyer for additional details.  Also, please refer any of your clients who might be interested in applying to Richard Ginsburg in the Office of International Trade at  richard.ginsburg@sba.gov
Chicago City Treasurer - Small Business Expo on October 7th at UIC Forum

City Treasurer Stephanie Neely is pleased to announce that the annual "City Treasurer's Small Business Expo" will be held on Friday, October 7th at the UIC Forum.
The Expo, now just 1 month away, will feature a full day of FREE expert workshops and FREE admission on Friday, October 7th.  The Small Business Expo will have an additional focus in 2011 on how to incorporate social media into your business.  


The Expo Team can be reached by phone at 312-744-3356 or by email at: sbe@cityofchicago.org
The Link for the Small Business Expo on  Friday, October 7th at the UIC Forum is below.

http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/smallBusinessExpo/smallBusinessExpo.htm
The 1 Question That Inspires Innovation

Author Napoleon Hill once said, “Ideas are the beginning points of all fortunes.” And he was right. Millions of people dream of entrepreneurship or having the next great product or service. The problem is they have no idea where to begin or how to find that next best idea. Rather than throw your hands in the air, start learning how to think like an innovator. You do want to be an innovator, don’t you?

Ideas matter - Do you want to invent new concepts, create new inventions, or think of unique ideas? No problem. Simply start asking yourself one question about everything you see: How could that be done better? Ask that and the ideas will come. Sure, they may not all be actionable, but a few will be excellent ones.
Repeating the process - This important question is one I ask all the time, and every so often, a great idea that has real potential springs up.  And I am also confident it will also happen for you, if you start asking “How could that be done better?” You may just be surprised by the response that comes to mind. Great ideas are all around you, just waiting to be discovered. After all, one of your ideas could be the starting point of your fortunes.
To read this entire article, written by Mike Michalowicz Author of The Toilet Paper Entrepreneur, please click on:
http://www.openforum.com/articles/the-1-question-that-inspires-innovation?extlink=em-openf-SBdaily#aside_media
Program Success Of The Week - Self Serve Auto Shop

Auto buffs and auto mechanics that want to do some side work or start a business will find Self Serve Auto Shop in Minooka, Illinois a roomy place with everything they need to do the job in a timely manner. "Self Serve is a really clean place to work on a car," said Brian Thompson, business analyst for the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Joliet Junior College. "It is heated too, which means a lot in mid-January."

 

Besides being clean and organized, it is a rental business where customers can rent a bay with or without a lift, have access to all the tools needed to work on a car, and even do welding. If necessary, customers can also rent a licensed auto mechanic. In most cases, customers can save hundreds of dollars.

 

"I can't save them money for just doing an oil change," said Jim Chronister, owner and operator of Self Serve Auto Shop, "but in a one hour rental, a customer can rotate tires and do other maintenance which is a lot more than they would get at the Jiffy Lube for $19.95."

 

Customers can rent a service bay by the hour, half-day, full day, or even by the week. Most tools are included in the rental, but specialized equipment can be rented separately and customers can order parts at a discount. Chronister is also planning to run some short seminars for anyone who wants to learn how to perform simple maintenance on their cars.

 

Chronister, a U.S. Army veteran, got the idea for this business from his days in the military. "Most military bases have an auto craft shop where you can use a bay for free," he said. "I think every person that runs one of these types of businesses is a vet." Chronister offers a 10 percent discount to veterans.

 

"This service is new and just beginning to catch on," said Thompson. "There are only a handful of similar services around the country right now, but it has great potential not only for auto buffs, but for professional auto mechanics who want to do some side work or start their own businesses."

 

Financing for Self Serve Auto Shop came from Illinois Ventures for Community Action (IVCA), a state agency that offers business loans at interest rates lower than traditional bank financing. When paid, the interest is filtered through local community action agencies which provide programs to help low income people in Illinois. Borrowers are for-profit companies who meet their criteria for funding as well as a financial screening.

 

Thompson met with Chronister a number of times to help him develop his business plan - a 34-page document that resulted in getting Self Serve Auto Shop the initial cash it needed to open on June 15th. "They (IVCA) told me I had sent in one of the best business plans they had ever seen," said Chronister.

 

"Jim wrote the plan himself, I just gave him some suggestions on what to include so potential lenders would have their questions answered," said Thompson. "He did a great job putting it all together."

 

"I recommend sending anyone to the Illinois SBDC before applying for a loan," said Chronister who believes Thompson's help was critical to getting his business off to a solid start.

 

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

As we are all now communicating electronically, we wanted to request again that you please make every effort to obtain accurate email addresses from your counseling clients.   This will certainly help you in communicating more efficiently with your clients but there are many other benefits to you as well.   Obtaining client satisfaction survey information is more efficient, faster and has proven to get a higher number of responses when done electronically.    We will also be using this mechanism for generating client economic impact data as well.    Obviously, having accurate emails for clients will be critical as we move forward.    Thank you again for making this effort a priority in each of your Centers.

Website Of The Week - www.igencc.org
The Illinois Green Economy Network (IGEN) is a partnership of 48 Community Colleges working to grow Illinois's green economy, providing new employment opportunities and healthy communities for all.

The purpose of the Network is to combine the power of community colleges, businesses, and the local community to stimulate the state’s green economy by focusing on the critical problems we can solve together, but cannot solve alone..  

Why Community Colleges? - Almost half of all undergraduate students are now studying at Community Colleges.  There are over 1,100 Community Colleges in the USA with over 6.7 million students.  The Illinois Community College system is the third largest in the USA*. The 48 Community Colleges of Illinois welcome more than 1 million students* through their gates each year. Over 650,000 of these students enroll in certificate programs. 
Government, business, NGOs and the community are looking for a coordinated, efficient and effective pathway forward to energize the green economy.  Community colleges can be one of the primary engines for driving the green economy in the USA.

The Benefit? - Positioning the community college sector as a market transformer through open collaborations among business and government entities, IGEN and its partners will invigorate the green economy in Illinois. 
Collaboration and performance. A thriving Network, and the organized collaboration that will result, is the best way for us to do more with less in relation to greening our campuses, providing green workforce training and driving market transformation.
For example, instead of 5 different colleges developing different wind technician training courses in a vacuum, we will be able to establish course development partnerships and provide shared training resources across the Network.  Instead of offering new green workforce training courses without knowing if there is a market for these courses, we will be able to benefit from ongoing employer needs assessments, as well as lessons learned by other Network partners.  When we pursue funding opportunities, vendor contracts and joint purchasing efforts, the leveraging of the Network will provide benefits to all partners.

To learn more, please click on: www.igencc.org
Resource Of The Week - Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC)

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), in partnership with ComEd, Ameren Illinois Utilities, Peoples Gas, North Shore Gas, and Nicor. 

SEDAC provides valuable services at no cost to for-profit businesses and public facilities. SEDAC is managed by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and partners with the 360 Energy Group. They provide advice and analyses enabling facilities in the State of Illinois to increase their profitability through the efficient use of energy resources. The free technical services can identify opportunities for energy savings through intelligent building design and efficient building components and systems.

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Program (SEDAP) assists SEDAC in promoting adoption of efficient building technologies by small businesses. We accomplish these goals through a combination of strategic outreach, design assistance, training, communications and information dissemination, and assistance with alternative financing approaches. This strategy is intended to stimulate demand for energy-efficient building technologies while developing the local infrastructure and industry expertise to develop these products and services. These goals are crucial to transforming the market and assuring the program's benefits continue beyond its conclusion.

To learn more about this valuable business assistance resource, please visit SEDAC at: www.sedac.org 

What's New On CenterConnect 
This week on CenterConnect you will find the flyer with additional details about the SBA’s upcoming trade mission to France highlighted in the item above. The dates of this trade mission called, “Intelligent Buildings: Putting the Pieces Together” are October 9–13, 2011

Moves And News 

The Small Business Advocate newsletter from the U. S. SBA Office of Advocacy for August-September 2011 is now available at 

http://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/newsletter-Aug-Sep-2011.pdf .  Link to webpage: http://www.sba.gov/node/22151  
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates 

on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would 

like to share with the Network please e-mail to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov. Please feel free to 

forward this update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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