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HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY LABOR DAY WEEKEND ! ! ! 

In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 

-  SBA ILLINOIS DD JUDITH ROUSSEL RECOGNIZED FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
-  ILLINOIS SBA SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM II

-  FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE HOME OFFICE DEDUCTION  

-  CHICAGO TECHEXPO - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1ST AT THE UIC FORUM

-  DISABILITYWORKS - STATEWIDE SCHEDULE OF CHAMBER SUMMITS

-  STATE ENERGY PROGRAMS - DCEO CONTACTS LIST

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS SBDC ITC AND NOC
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - 
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - OSHA REPORTING WEBINARS IN OCTOBER  

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS
SBA ILLINOIS DD JUDITH ROUSSEL RECOGNIZED FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Judith Roussel, district director for SBA's Chicago District Office received the Abe Veneable Legacy Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Department of Commerce's Minority Business Development Agency for the integral role she has played in the creative, technical or professional progress of minority business development over the course of her life.  

This morning's award presentation capped a three-day celebration and a week-long recognition of minority entrepreneurship under this year's MED Week theme, "Energizing the American Economy with Minority Business Enterprises."  MED Week is an annual event co-hosted by the SBA and the Minority Business Development Agency of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

 

Abe Venable Legacy Award for Lifetime Achievement - Judith Roussel, District Director for SBA's Chicago District Office & Acting Regional Administrator Judith Roussel has a proven track record of advocacy for minority businesses. Recently, Roussel spearheaded a first-ever Minority Business Community Recovery Summit for South Suburban Chicago communities, bringing together over 200 members of the business, faith and political leadership of the communities of Dolton and Robbins, Ill. to make minority businesses aware of the benefits available to them through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.   Roussel also served as senior executive for Gulf Coast Recovery Contracting following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  She worked with FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and other agencies and was instrumental in ensuring the award of nearly $4 billion in recovery and reconstruction contracts to local small and minority-owned businesses in the four states impacted by the hurricanes.     For more details on this year's MED Week conference, please visit www.medweek.gov  or www.sba.gov/medweek2009/index.html.

SPECIAL CONGRATUALTIONS TO JUDITH ROUSSELL FOR THIS TREMENDOUS HONOR ! ! 

ILLINOIS SBA SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM II
During the past six months, stimulus funds have arrived in Illinois and programs and projects are now available. Invite your interested clients and area businesses to join SBA for a day of information, training and networking led by experts. They will learn how to complete the paperwork and navigate federal, state and local contracting programs and opportunities available as a result of the Economic Recovery legislation. Meet the government and corporate buyers that are looking to meet you. This opportunity is designed for companies in every industry who can be “contract ready” or “shovel ready” to go. For more information call (217) 793-5020, Ext 114 or (312) 353-4519. 

*** SBA will waive the registration fee for the first 200 small businesses to register. For event registration, visit www.sba.gov/il  (Flyer is attached)

FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE HOME OFFICE DEDUCTION  

With technology making it easier than ever for people to operate a business out of their house, many taxpayers, entrepreneurs and small business people may be able to take a home office deduction when filing their 2009 federal tax return next year.

Here are five important things the IRS wants you to know about claiming the home office deduction.

1. Generally, in order to claim a business deduction for your home, you must use part of your home exclusively and regularly: 

· -  As your principal place of business, or
· -  As a place to meet or deal with patients, clients or customers in the normal course of your business, or
· -  In the case of a separate structure which is not attached to your home, it must be used in connection with your trade or business
    For certain storage use, rental use or daycare-facility use, you are required to use the property regularly but not exclusively.
2. Generally, the amount you can deduct depends on the percentage of your home that you used for business. Your deduction for certain expenses will be limited if your gross income from your business is less than your total business expenses.

3. There are special rules for qualified daycare providers and for persons storing business inventory or product samples.

4. If you are self-employed, use Form 8829, Expenses for Business Use of Your Home, to figure your home office deduction. Report the deduction on line 30 of Schedule C, Form 1040.

5. Different rules apply to claiming the home office deduction if you are an employee. For example, the regular and exclusive business use must be for the convenience of your employer.

For more information see IRS Publication 587, Business Use of Your Home, available on IRS.gov or by calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676).

To get the most timely IRS information, news and products and services, subscribe to e-News on IRS.gov at http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=154825,00.html, click “Subscribe Now” at the bottom of the page and enter your e-mail address.

 
CHICAGO TECHEXPO - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1ST AT THE UIC FORUM

The Chicago TechExpo introduces and connects small business owners to technology solutions to grow and evolve their businesses.  This one–day conference and exposition provides relevant, training and education, to allow business owners to learn how technology can improve operations, minimize time spent on administrative tasks, market their business and increase sales by using a very powerful tool: technology.

The training and education provided at the conference will empower business owners to ask questions and gain a better understanding of what technology to implement and when is the best time to do so.   In today's highly competitive environment businesses thrive by having the right technology at the right time. 

The theme for this first annual conference is Positioning your business for the future. Now more than ever it is critical for businesses to position themselves for growth and technology is a powerful tool.    Those who will benefit most from this event are business owners, startup businesses, established businesses, individuals thinking about starting a business, anyone establishing a home business and businesses looking to position themselves for the upturn.   There are also opportunities for businesses who would like to be exhibitors at the conference as well.

Chicago TechExpo will be held on Thursday, October 1st from 9:30am to 4pm.   The location of the UIC Forum is 725 West Roosevelt in Chicago.   Early registration is $35 and onsite registration is $50.   For more information about this exciting one day event, please visit: www.chicagotechexpo.net
DISABILITYWORKS - STATEWIDE SCHEDULE OF CHAMBER SUMMITS

A series of Disabilityworks summits are being scheduled this Fall and being hosted by local Chambers of Commerce.   As a partner with Disabilityworks, we wanted you to be aware of these upcoming events and ask that you help market these to your area small businesses.    Below is the schedule details we have as of August 20th.   More details will be provided as we have them.   Thank you for your help and partnership in promoting these programs.
September 2009
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce - September 9th, 8am – 11:30am
Location:  President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 701 E. Adams, Springfield, IL 62701
Partner Chambers:  Jacksonville, Decatur, Taylorville, Chatham-not confirmed as yet.

October 2009

Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce - October 20th, 7:30am – 11:00am
Location Oakley Lindsay Civic Center, 300 Civic Center Plaza, Quincy IL 62301
Partner Chamber:  Hannibal- confirmed.  

November 2009
Peoria Chamber of Commerce - November 4th, 7:30am - 11:00 am

Location TBA

Partner Organizations:

Barrington Chamber of Commerce - November 11th, 8am – 11:30am

Location TBA
Partner Organizations:  Schaumburg, Hoffman Estates, Buffalo Grove, Lake Zurich, Kerry Grove (all chambers)-approached
Rockford Chamber of Commerce - November 12th, 7:30am – 11:00am

Location:  Radisson (address to be confirmed)
Partner Organizations:  RAMP, SHERM, Employer’s Association, Bellvidere Chamber, Parks Chamber, Freeport Chamber

Greater Effingham Chamber of Commerce & Industry - November 18, morning, exact time to be confirmed
Location TBA
Partner Chambers:  not defined yet

December 2009
Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce - December 2nd, morning, exact time to be confirmed
Location TBA
Partner Chambers:  Riverbend (Alton combined), Edwardsville/Glen Carbon, Fairview Heights-not confirmed
STATE ENERGY PROGRAMS - DCEO CONTACTS LIST

There are several new State Energy Programs (SEP) that are now available to businesses and local governments.   We wanted to provide you with the programs list, the DCEO contact and phone numbers for each of them.   We hope you find it helpful.

Renewable Energy Production:  WAYNE HARTEL     (217) 785-3420

Community Renewable Energy: WAYNE HARTEL     (217)  785-3420

Green Industry Business Development:  JACK WEATHERFORD  (217) 785-3983

Green Roof Grants:  BYRON LLOYD  (217) 785-0201

Electric Energy Efficiency Program for Public Facilities:   ANDREA REIFF (217) 785-0164 or DAVID BAKER  (217) 785-5222

            The Electric Efficiency has two parts:

Part I:    is just like the regular EEPS, except it directs the incentives at municipalities, schools, etc. outside of ComEd and Ameren. 

Part II:  part will provide funding for municipal electric utilities and coops to run their own programs.  

Thermal Efficiency Program for Public Facilities:  TOM COE   (217)  785-2433

Large Customer Energy Efficiency:  BYRON LLOYD   (217)  785-0201

Next Generation Biofuels Production:  NORM MAREK   (217) 785-5082

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS SBDC ITC AND NOC
International Trade Centers and NAFTA Opportunity Centers continued to provide quality assistance to clients looking to expand into new markets through exporting.   The SBDC ITCs and NOCs provided counseling assistance to 814 clients and training to an additional 483 individuals.   Their clients were able to create and retain 1,409 jobs in Illinois.   Of course, the export dollars assisted are a critical number and in SFY 2009, that number was $272.7 million.   What is most impressive about this number is how it compares to the SFY 2008 figure of $172.9 million.    The Illinois SBDC ITCs and NOCs helped clients by an additional amount of sales assisted by nearly $100 million.   Congratulations to the Illinois SBDC ITCs and NOCs for a great SFY 2009.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – TRACKING NON-COUNSELING ACTIVITIES 
WebCATS gives us the ability to track important non-counseling type of activities (such as professional development and outreach) as inquiries in the system.  To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields.  Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries.  Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and fill out the inquiry screen.  You must fill in the contact name, date, time spent, type of inquiry, and counselor for the record and then click add.  By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – WWW.ASBDC-US.ORG 
Sometimes we overlook some of the most obvious website and online resources.   Don’t forget to check out www.asbdc-us.org  the website of the Association of Small Business Development Centers for outstanding information and resources on the national SBDC program.  

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - OSHA REPORTING WEBINARS IN OCTOBER  

Employers and record keepers are responsible for recording, maintaining and retaining records of work-related illnesses and injuries, posting certain records and reporting specific cases to OSHA under 1903 & 1904.

This three-part series will identify the requirements for recording and reporting as mandated by OSHA. You are encouraged to attend all three sessions to gain a thorough understanding of the law. Our aim is ensure that you are able to find answers to tough recording questions, and have confidence that the data you collect is correct. These interactive sessions give you plenty of opportunity to check your understanding of the requirements. Some of it you already know and some of it may surprise you. We’ll have some fun figuring it all out! Here’s the Plan:

Wednesday, October 7: The Basics

Coverage & Scope; Posters & Forms; FAT-CAT; State Plans; Road-map to Success

Wednesday, October 14: The Specifics

Road-map details for first aid and medical; noise, TB; bloodborne pathogens; privacy log; counting the days, completing

the 300 Log.

Wednesday, October 21: The Wrap-Up

Completing the 301 Log, posting requirements; calculating the DART and other incidence rates and how you can use

these calculations.

Please join in the Webinar.

When: Wednesdays on October 7th, 14th and 21st, 2009

Time: 12:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. CST (Chicago-time)

Cost: $30.00 each session or $75.00 for all three sessions

Facilitators: Paul Seidlitz, R.N., Seidlitz & Associates and Rita Mosley, Manager of Training & Promotions for the Illinois Onsite Safety and Health Consultation Program.

Location: At your computer for the webinar or join us at the training site in Rockford, Illinois at the EIGERLab, 605 Fulton Avenue.

Registration Deadline: Thursday, October 1, 2009

Refunds on or before 9/25/09 will be charged a $5 processing fee; no refunds allowed after 9/25/09.
Additional program information, registration details and the registration form are all included in the attached PDF brochure.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

Don’t forget that the latest version of the IEN Illinois SBDC Strategic Plan can be found on CenterConnect.   Watch the IEN Weekly Connection for more information on the upcoming strategic planning session to be held later this year in Springfield. 
MOVES AND NEWS

The Illinois SBDC Resource Development Coordinator, Mark Enstrom underwent some surgery last Thursday and will be out of the office for the next few weeks.   Mark is doing well.  If you have any questions or information on anything you may have been working on with Mark please contact Rod Hollenstine or Mark Petrilli.   






 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
