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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    MED Week - Minority Business Enterprise:  Mastering the Supply Chain
-    Equipping Executives with International Skills Critical for Success
-    E-85/Biodiesel Seminars
-    Upcoming National SBIR/STTR Conference
-    The Business of Fashion 2006 – Conference Agenda
-    Turning Small Talk into Big Ideas
 

 

MED Week - Minority Business Enterprise:  Mastering the Supply Chain

The 24th Annual Chicago MED week conference will be held September 6 – 8, 2006 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Drive.  

The workshop topics include information on financing; opportunities for minority investment managers and how prospective managers can increase the size and quantity of investments secured; import/export strategies and ways to pursue international partnership opportunities; opportunities facing information technology firms; exchange of information about procurement; and an overview of programs that assist small businesses in contracting with governments.

For more information, contact (312) 353-0182 or go to www.chicagomedweek.com.
 

Equipping Executives with International Skills Critical for Success

The State of Illinois Certificate in International Business and Certified Global business Professional Series is designed for executives, professionals, senior staff, and entrepreneurs who would like to improve their knowledge and strategies in international business.  This program is suitable for individuals new to international business, as the curriculum assumes no prior international experience.  The course also assists in preparation for the NASBITE Certified Global Business Professional (CGBP) exam.  

The program will be concentrating on today’s international environment; cultural environment; international economics, marketing, trade finance, tax and legal considerations, human resource management and strategic planning.  

The program will be offered in two locations, Chicago and Peoria.   The Chicago dates are Sep. 8 and 22, October 5 and 20 and November 3.   The Peoria dates are:  September 15 and 29; October 13 and 27; and November 10.  To register, go to the program website (www.bradley.edu/turnercenter/cib) or contact the International Trade Center at Bradley University at (309) 677-3075 or tce@bradley.edu.  
 

E-85/Biodiesel Seminars
Want to know more about E-85 and biodiesel fuels?  Attend one of 7 statewide seminars to educate gas station owners, municipal and business vehicle fleet owners and the interested public about the advantages of E-85 and biodiesel fuels.  Hosted by DCEO, IEPA, the Petroleum Marketers Association, and the American Lung Association in cooperation with the Illinois SBDCs, agenda items include federal and state tax incentives, grant opportunities, the Illinois Alternate Fuels Rebate Program, provisions of the Federal Energy Act, and fuel compatibility, storage and dispensing concerns.  The American Lung Association will talk about marketing efforts, and representatives from General Motors and Ford Motor Company will discuss car and truck manufacturing plans.  Seminars run from 10:00 - 1:00 and are free, but space is limited.  Contact the DCEO Small Business Environmental Assistance Program at 800-252-3998 for phone registration or fax back the attached registration form.   Dates and Locations are as follows:

    Tuesday, September 12:       Grayslake

    Wednesday, September 13:  Joliet

    Tuesday, September 26:       Normal

    Tuesday, October 3:             Danville

    Wednesday, October 4:        Kankakee

    Wednesday, October 11       Effingham

    Thursday, October 12:          Quincy

 

Upcoming National SBIR/STTR Conference
Attached you will find a flyer on the upcoming Fall National SBIR/STTR Conference that will be held in Milwaukee, WI on Nov. 6-9. 
  

The Business of Fashion 2006 – Conference Agenda
Please distribute the information below to those clients and companies that you feel may benefit from this upcoming training. 
 

Are you a designer with talent, but lacking BUSINESS SAVVY?  See how to JUMP START your NEW COMPANY or SUPERCHARGE your EXISTING COMPANY at this comprehensive Seminar Series.
 

The Apparel Industry Board’s educational Seminar Series “The Business of Fashion” will begin on Wednesday, September 6th and continue through November 15th covering all facets of the fashion industry. Attend these workshops and you are in for an ENLIGHTENING EXPERIENCE!  This 9 Week lecture series is led by TOP INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS who give hands on instructions.  
 

Below please find the dates and topics to be discussed. 
 

Cluster A - “The Business of Business”
September 6 – The Basics of Starting a Business, How to get ready, get started, and GO!
September 13 – Giving & Getting Credit, Understanding Credit.
September 20 – Putting it All Together, The Do’s & Don’ts of Banking, Legalities, and Licensing. 
 

Cluster B - “The Business of Manufacturing”
October 4 – From Concept to Completion, Fashion Design from Beginning to End! 
October 11 – Cost it OUT, How to Design Profitably!
 

Cluster C - “The Business of Selling” 
October 25 – Alternative Avenues of Selling, Tradeshows, sales representatives, and YOU. 
November 1 – Presenting your Line to a Retailer, Communicating that “magic.”
November 8 – Marketing & Selling on the Internet, The doorway to the world marketplace. 
 

“Fashion Finale”
November 15 – “CHICAGO’S RED HOT!!!” Designers, Meet the Designers & Learn How They Did It.
Call the AIBI office at (312) 836-1041 to reserve your space today or click on   www.aibi.com   or e-mail  aibi@aibi.com for more information. 
 

 

Turning Small Talk into Big Ideas
To be a successful entrepreneur, the people you know are as important as your ideas. At least according to Toby Stuart, a professor at the Harvard Business School and the winner of the 2007 Ewing Marion Kauffman Prize Medal for Distinguished Research in Entrepreneurship. Stuart received the Medal for his pioneering research into social networks and their effects on entrepreneurship. His work points to the dynamics of networking and proves that successful entrepreneurs need more than good ideas and intelligence. They also need to be perceived positively in their networks. As a tribute to Ewing Marion Kauffman and his entrepreneurial work, the Kauffman Foundation established the Kauffman Prize Medal in 2005 to inspire promising young scholars to contribute new insight into the field of entrepreneurship. The Medal, which includes a $50,000 prize, is awarded every two years to one scholar under age 40, whose research has made a significant contribution to entrepreneurship. The inaugural Medal winner was Professor Scott Stern from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management. He received the award for his enterprising research into the idea marketplace and the development of new market approaches that enable entrepreneurs to better produce and sell their intellectual property.  Learn more about the Ewing Marion Kauffman Prize Medal at www.kauffman.org.  (This notice is provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
