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Illinois Innovation Index – August 2012
Academic institutions have become increasingly central to driving innovation and contributing to economic development. Over the past decade, the transfer and commercialization of research (tech transfer) at Illinois universities have intensified: the state ranked among the nation's leaders in tech transfer and in 2011 saw an unprecedented number of start-ups based on technology developed at Illinois' universities.1 However, other states' academic institutions continue to outperform Illinois,' indicating more must be done to spur innovation. To find out more please click HERE to access the latest issue of the Illinois Innovation Index.

Free National Preparedness Month Webinar Series 

This summer millions of business across the country were forced to close their doors in the aftermath of power outages, approaching wildfires, and flooding caused by tropical storms.  Business interruptions, even if it lasts just a few hours, cost business owners greatly in terms of lost productivity and profits. 

You can get help with your own business preparedness planning through a series of free webinars hosted by the U.S. Small Business Administration and Agility Recovery.   The September series is presented in collaboration with FEMA’s Ready Campaign, as part of National Preparedness Month.  SBA wants to help business owners take charge of the well-being of their own companies, the safety of their employees, and the sustenance of their local economies by being prepared to rebound quickly from any kind of disaster. 

Here’s a list of the webinars, held each Wednesday in September at 2 p.m. ET:

Sept. 5:   “10 Steps to Prepare Any Organization for Disaster” with an introduction from James Rivera, Associate Administrator for SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance. 

Sept. 12: “Protecting Your Organization by Preparing Your Employees” 
Sept. 19: “Utilization of Social Media During a Crisis” 
Sept. 26: “Surviving a Crisis, Large or Small: Real Life Lessons Learned” Business owners who recovered from disasters discuss their proactive emergency planning. 

A question and answer session will follow each of the presentations.  Go to http://www2.agilityrecovery.com/npm to register for any of the webinars.  

SBA has partnered with Agility to offer business continuity strategies through their “PrepareMyBusiness” website. Visit www.preparemybusiness.org to access past webinars and for useful preparedness tools. 

USDA Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) Program 
2012 Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program -  USDA published the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) in the 8/15/12 Federal Register inviting VAPG applications. Approximately $14 million is available for this nationally competitive program. The maximum individual grant amounts are the same as the last VAPG funding cycle: $100,000 for a planning grant or $300,000 for a working capital grant. 

 

The deadline for submitting VAPG applications is October 15, 2012 for ALL applications. 

 

To assist you in preparing your application, our National Office has developed an application package that can be downloaded from the main VAPG website shown below.  This package has not yet been posted to the website, but will hopefully be up soon.  According to our National Office, improvements have been made to last year’s application package to make it much more user-friendly.  Please note the use of this application package/template is not required.

 

Below are helpful websites for this program including websites that can be visited to find the NOFA and Program Regulation.  A .pdf version of the NOFA is attached for your convenience.

 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html - This is the main VAPG website

 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/4284j.pdf - This is a link to the VAPG regulation.

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-15/pdf/2012-20082.pdf - This is a link to the 8/15/12 NOFA

 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact:  matthew.harris@il.usda.gov 

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
Please remember to enter your August data into WebCATS before you leave for ASBDC annual Conference  in September.  We will close WebCATS at the end of the day on September 10th which falls during the conference.  It is vital that you enter your data from the previous month by that date to ensure accurate reporting.
Website of the Week – www.IBISWorld.com  

The IBISWorld website has undergone exciting new enhancements coming to your screen soon! These changes will expand navigation and increase efficiency. Several improvements that advance website functionality include:
• New Product Navigation Buttons
• Finding Report Collections
• Navigating Industry Reports
• New Utility Buttons
IBISWorld strives to provide you with access to America's finest and largest collection of Industry Research. Click on the link below to view a flyer outlining the major changes and how they will improve your experience navigating the IBISWorld website.  Website Enhancements
Remember if you need further assistance, please reach out to your Client Relationship Manager by calling 1-800-330-3772 or e-mailing clientsupport@ibisworld.com
Resource of the Week - www.aacc.nche.edu/vintoolkit 
Community colleges today are able to offer economic solutions for communities large and small, urban and rural. The American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) has worked collaboratively to help them fill that role. With the support of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, AACC has been working with colleges in 11 states, the National Association for Community College Entrepreneurship (NACCE), and the U.S. Small Business Administration to convene a Virtual Incubation Network (VIN) and design a toolkit for national dissemination to community colleges.  As communities across the country revitalize their local economies with entrepreneurship and small business growth, they often call on community colleges and their partners to provide skilled training, educational services and guidance to build out innovative ideas. 

Many colleges establish small business incubators to nurture companies through the most challenging start-up stages of development, with an ultimate aim of increasing jobs and revenue in the local community. The development of the VIN recognizes that these services need not depend on a traditional brick-and-mortar facility. Instead the VIN’s new delivery mechanisms include support provided at the business site and hybrid in-person and technology processes. The tools created by the VIN will help community colleges grow entrepreneur talent while offering more flexible delivery to existing small business owners and start-up businesses leaders.
Divided up by audience (“A Tools” for all audiences, “L Tools” for college leadership, and “S Tools” for college staff), the toolkit is free and available for downloading on AACC’s website at: http://www.aacc.nche.edu/vintoolkit 
What's New On CenterConnect
New this week on CenterConnect you will find the EIT Illinois Small Business Development Center Network July 2012 Performance Report including information on the Entrepreneurship and Small Business programs. 

Moves and News

IMPORTANT - -PLEASE SAVE THE NEW DATES - - Due to scheduling conflicts the dates for the 2013 Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA) Annual Conference have been changed to June 5-7, 2013.  The conference committee apologizes for any inconvenience that may be caused by the change in dates.      


Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Center Network
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the

DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with

regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you

have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other

interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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