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ILLINOIS RECYLING GRANTS PROGRAM

DCEO is pleased to inform you that the Illinois Recycling Grants Program has opened another grant cycle and is actively soliciting projects. We would greatly appreciate any efforts you could undertake to share this news with your members/constituents. 

As has been the case for the past few years, two separate grant opportunities have opened simultaneously -- one for projects that address the collection or processing of traditional recyclables (paper, plastic, glass, and metal) and another for projects that address the collection or processing of electronic scrap. Copies of the actual Request-for-Application documents can be downloaded from our website: www.illinoisrecycles.com. The document links are in the middle of the page. 

Applications are due no later than Monday, December 22, 2008, and we hope to award grants to successful applicants in the Spring of 2009. Please note that we expect this grant cycle to be very competitive and encourage anyone interested in applying to begin drafting their grant application as soon as possible. To provide interested entities with an opportunity to briefly meet with program staff and to hear staff summarize the grant process, regional workshops to discuss these grants have been scheduled. Details about these workshops, including dates, times, locations and how to register for them, are included in the attached form. Registration is strongly encouraged. 
WORKSHOP LOCATIONS AND DATES:

Murphysboro, IL Traditional 9:30a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, September 25 Electronics 11:00am – 12:00p.m. 
Jackson County Health Department                       
415 Health Department Road (Rear Building) 
(intersection of Route 13 and Country Club Road - 
north side of Route 13 approximately 2 miles west of 
Carbondale, 3 miles east of Murphysboro)                       
                       
DeKalb, IL Traditional 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 8 Electronics 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.                      
DeKalb County Health Facility                  
2550 North Annie Glidden Road                  
DeKalb, IL 60115                       

Springfield, IL Traditional 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.                 
Friday, September 19 Electronics 11:00 - 12:00 p.m.                    
Sangamon Co. Dept. of Public Health                    
2501 N. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62702                  
David E. Smith 
Division of Recycling and Waste Reduction 
IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
620 East Adams Street, CIPS-5 
Springfield, IL 62701-1615 
Phone: 217-785-2006 
Fax: 217-785-2618 
Email: david.e.smith@illinois.gov 

COMPUTER SECURITY SEMINAR

The NIST Computer Security Division has developed a workshop to help the small business owner increase information system security.  

· Learn how to define information security (IS) for your organization.  

· Hear examples of common types of threats and understand how to determine the extent to which your organization should proactively address threats.

· Learn common Best Practices and procedures to operate more securely.

· Hear a basic explanation of current technologies used in reducing IS vulnerabilities and learn of resources freely available to your organization.

For additional information visit: http://csrc.nist.gov/securebiz/ 

Upcoming Seminar cosponsored by the U. S. SBA Illinois District Office - September 10th, 2008 - 8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Small Business Administration - 500 W. Madison, Suite 1250 - Chicago, Illinois 60661

Space is Limited! 
Registration Fee: FREE - 8:30am – 9:00am

Class - 9:00am – 1:00pm

To register contact: Luz Rodriguez  -  Email:   luz.rodriguez@sba.gov 

Phone: 312-353-4529   Fax:     202-481-4244

BIOFUELS AND SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE

Registration is now open for the "Biofuels and Sustainability" conference to be held at the University of Illinois campus in Champaign on October 21-22.  This event, will provide a forum for researchers, policy makers, students, activists and industry leaders to share and gain perspectives regarding the entire life-cycle of the biofuels industry - from feedstock development through fuel consumption.   Diverse constituencies will be able to network and develop future directions and strategies regarding this important and complex topic and examine innovations that can improve the sustainability of the biofuels industry.
 
A detailed description of the event, a list of speakers, and registration information can be found at the following link.
http://www.istc.illinois.edu/BiofuelsConference/
SMALL BUSINESSES CAN GET POWER ASSISTANCE FROM AMEREN
Small businesses are eligible for up to $5,000 in "hardship" assistance through a $2 million rate-relief program.   A small business is classified as a business with 50 or fewer employees.   Applications will be accepted through September 26th for customers of AmerenCIPS, AmerenCILCO and AmerenIP who have purchased electricity from the companies since January 2007.   Businesses must demonstrate how higher power bills have been a hardship.   The program is part of a rate-relief program approved last year by the Illinois General Assembly.   Applications can be completed on the Ameren web site, which is: www.ameren.com or businesses may call the Ameren utility that supplied their power.   AmerenCIPS and AmerenCILCO customers may call: 800-232-2477 and for AmerenIP customers, the number is: 800-363-6805. 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK-REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY PROGRAM
The Office of Regulatory Flexibility, housed within the IEN BIC, is a resource for businesses that need help with onerous regulations.  It works with agencies to have proposed rulemakings be made more flexible, thereby relieving the pressure on small businesses with regard to compliance, paperwork, reporting and economic impact.    In SFY 2008, the Office reviewed nearly 400 proposed rulemakings, and sent comments to the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) on 107 of those rulemakings.   By reviewing proposed rules before they are adopted, the Regulatory Flexibility program can improve ways of getting small businesses involved so they have a voice in the process.    

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

The add on component of e-center direct allows clients to sign up for counseling online.  If you are a co-located center that shares administrative staff or have a dedicated administrative person, you may want to assign them as the contact on the e-center portion of WebCats.  They will be able to manage and accept incoming requests from clients as well as forward the request to the appropriate center whether it be an SBDC, PTAC, ITC, or EC.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.CHIEFMARKETER.COM
ChiefMarketer.com is a web site that provides insights into key marketing issues, innovations, and practical marketing solutions.   Their purpose is to provide information to connect multiple disciplines of selling, sustaining and growing important brands.   They focus on the use of integrated marketing; reaching customers where and when they are most receptive; using each customer touch-point to build relationships; and achieving the right mix of advertising, direct marketing, events, PR, research, promotional marketing, and more.   This site has information to help you and your clients achieve the best balance of online print, broadcast, cable and other media to reach success.   It is their mission is to seek out the best of marketing intelligence, and then absorb, summarize and organize it for easy access and a quick read.   Visitors can search by marketing disciplines and the industries to which they market.   Check them out by visiting: http://www.chiefmarketer.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - EQUIPMENT LEASING AND FINANCE ASSOCIATION

Equipment financing can be a critical component of small businesses’ success.   The Equipment Leasing and Finance Association (ELFA) is a trade association representing the $650 billion industry and their 700 member companies.   They have free educational resources which SBDC clients may find extremely useful for learning more about utilizing equipment financing to start and grow their businesses.  The ELFA has developed a website, designed specifically for the end-user’s needs.  It contains information including:

· Glossary of financing terms 

· Lease/loan comparison 

· Types of financial products 

· List of questions to help determine appropriate financing options 

· Continually updated articles on equipment finance topics 

To learn more about this organization, their free resources and how your clients may benefit, please visit their website at: www.equipmentfinance101.org.
MOVES AND NEWS 
We would like to congratulate and welcome to the IEN, the new Director of the Illinois SBDC NAFTA Opportunity Center (NOC) at Bradley University.   Ms. Beatriz Poloney has just joined the Center and starts her new duties today, August 25th.    She brings a wealth of experience to Center, having been in positions of Latin American Sales Director and Marketing Director for companies in previous jobs.  Beatriz also has had direct involvement in completing export documentation for all shipments to countries covered by NAFTA.    Her bilingual skills will also be a tremendous asset to the Center.   We want to welcome Beatriz to the Illinois SBDC and to the IEN.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
