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-  MOVES AND NEWS

ARRA ENERGY PROJECTS

Additional funding under the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for the State Energy Program has allowed the Illinois DCEO to develop new programs and expand current programs in order to fund cost-effective energy projects that create and retain Illinois jobs, reduce energy consumption (and costs), increase renewable energy capacity, reduce green house gas emissions, and leverage private funds.  Application deadlines are quickly approaching, so be sure to review the new offerings as soon as possible to ensure your ability to participate.  Click here for more information...
INCREASING ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITES 

The Obama Administration has reaffirmed its commitment to ensuring that minority-owned small businesses, including women and veteran owned businesses, have greater access to federal government contracting opportunities.   Commerce Secretary Gary Locke and Small Business Administrator Karen Mills announced a government-wide plan that includes federal agency procurement officials holding or participating in more than 200 events over the next 90 days to share information on government contracting opportunities, including those available under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

In order for the Federal Government to better meet or exceed the goal of 23 percent of prime contracts for small businesses,  SBA Administrator Karen Mills and Commerce Secretary Gary Locke will be leading a federal government-wide initiative to increase outreach.  Over the course of the next ninety days agency officials will take an important step forward by holding or participating in more than two-hundred events focused on sharing information on government contracting opportunities.

Over the past 40 years, minority-owned businesses have grown from 300,000 to nearly 4 million today.  Their success and the success of small American businesses are vital to our economic recovery.   Government contracts can play a key role in helping small businesses turn the corner in terms of expansion and job creation.  The benefits the government receives are equally as impressive – working with small businesses allows the federal government to work with some of the most innovative companies in America.

As part of the Commerce-SBA initiative, over the next 90 days:

• Federal agency procurement officials will hold or participate in more than 200 events to share information on government contracting opportunities, including those available under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

• SBA and Commerce will expand their outreach to fellow contracting officials across the federal government, passing along best practices for outreach and education to every agency to ensure they have the tools they need to meet their annual contracting goals.

• Locke and Mills will promote small business contracting opportunities in remarks, events and discussions with small business groups across the country, including minority, women and veteran groups.

Beyond the next 90 days, Commerce and SBA will support, monitor and track the impact of these efforts going forward to help ensure the Administration is maximizing opportunities for small businesses.

Small business owners can find out about federal contracting opportunities by visiting www.fedbizopps.gov. Local Commerce and SBA officials are also available in local offices across the country to assist small businesses interested in contracting opportunities. Contact information for local offices can be found www.commerce.gov and www.sba.gov.

2009 LEAD POISONING PREVENTION AND HEALTHY HOMES CONFERENCE

This free conference is being held to assist environmental professionals, renovation contractors, and home property managers in identifying home health risks and improving maintenance and remodeling practices while maintaining a healthy home environment for occupants.  Sessions will focus primarily on exposure to lead and home toxicants that may cause short  and long-term health effects as a result of these exposures.  This conference will cover the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule (RRP).   

It will be held on Thursday October 22nd from 9am to 3:30pm.   The location for this event is the DuPage County Administration Building, Building #421, 111 North County Farm Road in Wheaton. 

The targeted audience for this conference includes renovation contractors, property managers, housing inspectors, indoor air quality professionals, licensed home inspectors, legislators, community health educators, public health and environmental health professionals, lead program case managers, and the general public.

To learn more about the FREE conference and to register please click on: www.idph.state.il.us/training.htm
2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES – SEPTEMBER 9TH IN ROCKFORD
This ongoing series of OSHA training workshops continues in September in Rockford.  The Wednesday, September 9th program will be  "OSHA Inspections".   This session will be held from 7:30am to 10:00am.   It will take place at the EIGERlab which is located at 605 Fulton Avenue in Rockford.    Your $25 registration fee includes a hot breakfast, the training program and all materials.    Advance payment is required to reserve your place in the workshop.    For additional information, please contact Laura VanNatta by phone at: 815-965-3522 or by email at: lvannatta@eigerlab.org
OSHA REPORTING

Attached you will also find a flyer on the upcoming Recording & Reporting Work Related Injury and Illness Webinar series which will be held on October 7th 14th and 21st from 12:00 (Noon) to 2:00 PM (Central Time).  Please see the attached flyer for more details. 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTERS 

The Entrepreneurship Centers are celebrating a very successful SFY 2009.    Congratulations to each of the ECs for their contributions to serving Illinois businesses.   The impact they had on clients during this time period include providing assistance to  817 clients and issuing Challenge Grants that total over $858,000.   Businesses that received help from the ECs were able to leverage capital in the amount of nearly $108 million.   During very challenging economic times, clients of the Entrepreneurship Centers still managed to create and retain 6,598 jobs in Illinois.    Congratulations again to each of the ECs for your efforts on behalf of Illinois businesses and for the positive impact you had on the clients you serve.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS
Bid Match Options Test Button - Under the Bid Match Options section of the client record, a new Test button as been added. This allows the user to run a test of the profile by automatically logging into the profile testing feature available in the iSearch web site. Note the client's center record must have its Softshare mailbox and password entered for this feature to work properly.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.USATODAY.COM/MONEY/SMALLBUSINESS  

STRATEGIES: ENTREPRENEURS, DON'T GO IT ALONE...ESPECIALLY NOW...That is the message being sent by Rhonda Abrams, small business columnist for THE USA Today newspaper in an article that was published on Friday, August 14th.   In the article, she compiles a resource guide to help entrepreneurs get the help they need, during these challenging economic times.   Rhonda reviews how Small Business Development Centers, Trade Associations, Business Groups, Community Colleges, SCORE and books can provide networking, information and advice on a number of small business related topics.   To read the entire article, pleas click on http://www.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/columnist/abrams/2009-08-14-help-for-your-business_N.htm
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WWW.EXPORT-U.COM 
The goal of Eport-U.com is to deliver free and convenient export training to business professionals and students regardless of their location, resources or schedule.    This website is the product of a collaboration between the U.S. Export Assistance Center in Atlanta and the International Trade Center of the University of Georgia SBDC.   It is currently being developed with support from the U.S. Department of Commerce through its Rural Export Initiative (REI) and with other private and public sponsors.

Some of the webinar topics you can watch for free include: Are You Ready?, Global Market Research, Secondary Research, Costing, Approaching the Market, Payment Terms and SBA Financing.    All of these taped webinars are under 24 minutes.  There is also a section that includes links to some very useful trade websites.

You are encouraged to visit this website because there have been many improvements which have made recently.   We hope you find it to be a valuable resource for both you and your small business clients.    Please visit them at: www.export-u.com
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CenterConnect you will find the SBA Lenders Performance list for Federal Fiscal Year 2009 as of  7/31/09.  For your for your reference please click on the following links for immediate access to additional information.  The Lenders Performance report will also be posted on our SBA Illinois website along with a list of ARC participating lenders.

MOVES AND NEWS

The U.S. Small Business Administration has announced the appointment of several members of the leadership and management team of SBA Administrator Karen G. Mills.   Recently appointed members of the management team include:

Michael Brown is the special assistant to the chief of staff.  Previously, Brown served as a regional field director for the Obama for America Campaign for Change, where he was responsible for developing strategies aimed at increasing the electorate in Atlanta and Detroit.  

Jonathan Carver is the chief financial officer and associate administrator for Performance Management.  Carver was most recently the SBA’s deputy chief financial officer.  

Michael Chodos is the deputy general counsel.  Chodos was the principal attorney of his own law firm, responsible for counseling a diverse group of business entrepreneurs, equity investors, technologists and intellectual property and creative works developers.  

Gerard C. Flavin is the assistant administrator for the Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  Flavin worked for more than 20 years for Home Box Office, where he served in a variety of capacities including regional vice president and executive vice president of Affiliate Relations.  

Eileen Harrington is the chief operating officer.  Harrington was previously with the Federal Trade Commission as acting director, and deputy director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection, where she set priorities and developed strategies for the FTC’s consumer protection law enforcement, regulatory, policy and public education work.  

Penny K. Pickett is the associate administrator for the Office of Entrepreneurial Development.  Most recently, Pickett served as senior advisor to Administrator Mills.  

Denise Wright is the director of Business Operations and senior procurement executive.  Prior to serving as the associate director of Business Policy at the U.S. Department of Transportation, she was a senior procurement analyst at the U.S. Department of Energy.  


      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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