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-  U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE GAINS FUNDS TO REDUCE BACKLOG

-  IRS AUGUST PHONE FORUM - ABUSIVE TAX AVOIDANCE TRANSACTIONS

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - TRENTON PROCESSING

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BPLANS.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBDC CLEARINGHOUSE (SBDC NET)
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
-  DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES

-  MOVES AND NEWS
INNOVATE ILLINOIS
Below you will find links that will provide you with information regarding the kick off of the 2010 Innovate Illinois competition.  All Centers are being asked to help us promote this year’s competition.  Check out the website and the media release and also please encourage your eligible clients to apply.  http://www.innovateillinois.org/ 

http://www.commerce.state.il.us/dceo/News/homepage_pr08202010.htm 

 

U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE GAINS FUNDS TO REDUCE BACKLOG
On Tuesday, August 10th, President Barack Obama signed into law P.L. 111-224 that gives the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) the authority to spend an additional $129 million of the fees the agency will collect in Fiscal Year (FY) 2010.  Due to an improving economy and increased patent examination productivity, the agency projects it will collect nearly $200 million more than its FY 2010 appropriation of $1.887 billion.  This bill was a response to President Obama's July 12th request to Congress to provide the USPTO with access to all the fees it will collect in FY 2010.  In that request, the President said the money would “support efforts to reduce backlogs in processing patent applications—by spurring innovation and reforming the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to make them more effective.” 

This additional funding will allow the Patent Office to continue the progress they have made in improving the USPTO and the patent process so that patents can be issued more quickly.   It will also speed up investment in new technology so that new products will be accelerated and much-needed jobs will be created.” To read more information about this topic, please click on the link below for the article. http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20100815/BIZ/8150303/1055/NEWS/Patent-Office-gains-funds-to-cut-application-backlog
 

IRS AUGUST PHONE FORUM - ABUSIVE TAX AVOIDANCE TRANSACTIONS
Presented by the Internal Revenue Service:  Abusive Tax Avoidance Transactions and Emerging Issues
Date: August 27, 2010               Cost: FREE                  Location: The convenience of your home or office
Time: 1:00pm
 

This IRS phone forum is for
•                Tax professionals /Attorneys / Payroll professionals / Industry partners / Small businesses
 

Learn about:  
· How Abusive Tax Avoidance Transactions can threaten saving for retirement. 

· Potential abusive schemes and new emerging issues including insurance funded plans, schemes involving defined benefit pension plans, 
S Corporation ESOP abuses, ROBS compliance issues, reversion and distribution schemes, management company promotions, abuses involving union plans and other issues of concern.
· Strategies to proactively detect and deter abuse, including the use of Promoter Investigations 

 

Earn Certificate of Completion/CPE credit 
•                Enrolled agents and enrolled retirement plan agents receive one CPE credit for a 
         minimum 50-minute participation from the start of the forum.
•                Tax professionals may receive a Certificate of Completion that can be used to request a Continuing Professional Education credit if the phone forum meets your organization’s or state’s CPE requirements.
•                To receive credit, register individually and use your PIN.
•                Call in using your individual phone line so your attendance can be verified
•                Look for your Certificate of Completion by e-mail approximately one week after the forum. If you have met all requirements, you will receive your certificate automatically; there’s no need to follow up. 
•                If you and others in your office do not require a certificate, please have only one person register on the group’s behalf and use a speaker phone to dial in. This will maximize the number of lines available for other participants and help reduce costs.
	CONFERENCE ACCESS CODE = 875279
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


•          Register at  https://www.attevent.com/rsvpreg.asp?PPass=875279
•          Reservations are limited, so register early.
•          You will receive a personal identification number to join the conference.
•          If you have never registered with AT&T for a prior phone forum, you will first need to click on create a profile.
•          Presentation materials will be posted at http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=218995,00.html on or before the day of the conference.  
 

Dial in on August 27, 2010                    Toll free:   1-866-216-6835
· Dial in at least five to 15 minutes before the scheduled time. Those who are first to arrive will be assured participation; when all lines are busy, you will be unable to join the session. 

· Enter your access code, then the pound (#) sign. 

· Enter your PIN, then the pound (#) sign. 

· The participant’s line will be placed on hold until the conference begins. 

 

A question and answer period will be included during the presentation. However, due to the public nature of the call, they will not be able to address specific client issues. 
 

Questions about the event or problems registering?  E-mail: ep.phoneforum@irs.gov.  Archived recordings of this event and others can be found on our IRS Video Portal. Note: This event will not be immediately available, but will be posted as soon as the files are available.
 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - TRENTON PROCESSING
The Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia and their Illinois International Trade Center are pleased to announce that Gary Schwend of Trenton Processing has been chosen to receive one of six Kaskaskia College Scholarships for an on-line international business course.  The Illinois SBDC International Trade Center at Kaskaskia College offered the contest to assist area small businesses with increasing their exports. 
 

Assigned the Illinois SBDC International Trade Center (ITC) for the East Central and Southeastern Regions of the State at the beginning of 2009, Kaskaskia College knew that the area most in need of export education would be the southern counties served. “Both Tess Morrison and Silvia Torres had huge geographies to cover” according to Steven Groner, the Illinois SBDC ITC Center Director at Kaskaskia College.  Tess Morrison began the arduous task to re-connect with bankers, community development officials and small business owners in remote east central and southeastern areas of the State. 
 

To stimulate the effort, Kaskaskia College introduced a scholarship program to provide educational opportunities for international business management.  Six scholarships were awarded for a summer on-line course to coincide with State of Illinois Programs which were designed to recognize the positive economic impact of Small Businesses.  Recipients were from Marion, Clinton and Washington Counties with the major criteria question - Do you work for a firm that is capable of export sales?
 

The cost of tuition, texts and instructor are covered by Kaskaskia College with the approximate cost per award of $500.  The hope is that by running this program in consecutive years they will contribute to both President Obama’s and Governor Quinn’s challenge for significant growth in Illinois Exports.   
 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - NO NEW ACTIVITY ADDED TO RESTRICTED DUPLICATES
All user's now have the ability to edit active profiles across the network.  Many of you may have noticed after the upgrade there were several restricted duplicate clients in the database.  Moving forward you should not add new activity to any restricted duplicate.  However there will be an active profile for that same client that may be housed under another center number.   All user's have permissions set up to go into the profile and edit such things as phone number, e-mail, etc.  Please note that these edit permissions are only active for client profiles.  User's do not have the ability to edit counseling sessions, milestones, etc. that belong to another center.
 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BPLANS.COM
At BPlans.com, they help people succeed in business.  They are here to help you, to teach you, and to provide solutions that build and grow your business.   
 

They believe that:
-       You are the most capable person to plan, build, and grow your business. 
-       Business planning and strategy isn't rocket science; we all just need to learn together. 
-       Planning and running a business can be a lot of fun... really! 
-       You can be successful doing it. 
 

BPlans.com contains the largest single online collection of free sample business plans.  In addition, it has helpful tools and know-how for managing your business.  Bplans.com includes practical advice on planning, interactive tools and calculators, and a panel of experts who have answered thousands of questions from people like you.  Bplans.com has won several awards as a valuable "plain talk" resource.
 

Bplans.com is owned and operated by Palo Alto Software, Inc. as a free resource to help entrepreneurs plan better businesses.  To learn more, please visit their website at: www.bplans.com
 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBDC NATIONAL INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE (SBDC NET)
The mission of the Small Business Development Center National Information Clearinghouse (SBDCNet) is to meet the information needs of the SBDC community in the United States and its territories. SBDCNET serves as a resource providing timely, relevant research, web-based information, and training to SBDC counselors and their small business clients. The goals of SBDCNet are to: 
 

-       Support the SBDC Counselor with research and relevant analyses. 
-       Empower the entrepreneur with business information. 
-       Educate through on-site training. 
-       Facilitate the exchange of SBDC best practices and program ideas. 
 

Our Partners: SBA, SBDC, ASBDC, and UTSA. 
 

To visit this resource, please click on: www.sbdcnet.org
 

Contact Us:  E-mail: sbdcnet@utsa.eduThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it .  Fax: 210-458-2963   Phone: 1-800-689-1912
Address: SBDC National Information Clearinghouse, 501 West Durango Blvd., San Antonio, Texas 78207 
 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CenterConnect you will find the IEN Monthly Performance Report for July 2010.  It includes the monthly accomplishments plus calendar year 2010 results to date.   
 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES 
The Illinois SBDC at Illinois Eastern Community College, DAR Project Team is working on a creative way to promote Disaster Assistance and Preparedness Resources to small business owners.
 

Information on all the resources available statewide to assist businesses with disaster planning, preparation, and emergencies is being assimilated and pulled together in a script for a video that can be uploaded to the State and/or public websites for viewing.  This will be an excellent tool for SBDC's to direct clients to as they counsel them for disaster preparedness and assistance.  A nationally known talent is being sought to narrate the video to bring credibility and entertainment value to the information.  Video footage from more than two dozen TV stations throughout Illinois is being collected for editing in the video.   When completed, this tool will be made available to all Illinois SBDCs.
 

MOVES AND NEWS
Only 4 more weeks until the 30th ASBDC Annual Conference which will be held September 21st - 24th, 2010, at the beautiful Grand Hyatt Hotel in downtown San Antonio, Texas.  Rich in American history, San Antonio offers a terrific site for exploring the Alamo, the famous River Walk, restaurants, museums and galleries, as well as many other attractions.   To learn more about the conference schedule, reserve a hotel room and to register, please visit: http://207.204.22.87/conference/conference.html
 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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