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Increasing America’s Competitiveness
President Bush last week signed the America COMPETES Act, an overwhelmingly popular piece of legislation focused on research & development, STEM (science-technology-engineering-mathematics) education and energy independence. The bill had passed the House by a vote of 367-57 and enjoyed unanimous support in the Senate. It addresses educational challenges by authorizing $33.6 billion over fiscal years 2008-2010 for STEM education and authorizes grant programs to help educate current and future teachers in those areas. The Act also supports doubling funding for basic research in the physical sciences in the hopes of encouraging scientists to explore areas such as nanotechnology, supercomputing, and alternative energy sources. It also creates the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E) to engage in high-risk, high-reward research that can lead to clean energy technologies. In recent testimony before the House Committee on Science and Technology, Bill Bonvillian, the MIT Director of Federal Relations, claimed the success of ARPA-E would require “high performance from outstanding new research entrants, following the DARPA hybrid model of the best university and firm researchers.” He also cautioned that new energy technologies will not occur overnight and that the new entity should maintain a long-term focus.  Access a CRS report on the America COMPETES Act.

Read “Will the search for new energy technologies require a new R&D mission agency? – The ARPA-E debate” by Bill Bonvillian. (Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde). 
Get Your Data Fix
For all of you researchers, academics and recreational number crunchers, the latest set of firm-size data is available. Funded by the SBA Office of Advocacy and produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, data on births, closures, job creation and job destruction is available for 2003 to 2004 is available. Advocacy also released a copy of its Quarterly Indicators: The Economy and Small Business. The report shows that the economy grew at an annualized 3.4 percent in the second quarter of 2007, and the unemployment rate for the months of April, May, and June was 4.5 percent. Meanwhile, small businesses and consumers were more pessimistic about the future than the previous quarter.  Access the latest firm size data from the SBA Office of Advocacy.  Download a copy of Second Quarter 2007: The Economy and Small Business. (Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde). 

IEN Stats – July 2007

Attached you will find the July 2007 performance information for the programs that make up the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.    

SBA Lender Performance

Attached is the Lenders Performance list as of the end of July for Federal Fiscal Year 2007. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated in helping SBA identify loans made to Veterans and loans made to Exporters. These two special initiatives have historically demonstrated to be underserved when it comes to capital access. SBA plans to recognize their top Lenders/CDCs including top performers in our special initiatives, such as loans to Veterans. 
A Veteran is:

- Any individual who served more than 180 consecutive days on active duty
- Any individual who served on active duty and was released because of a service connected illness or injury. (Does not have to meet the 181- day rule)
- Any individual who was in the National Guard or Reserves and was called to active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge is authorized. (Examples are Panama, Grenada, Beirut, Persian Gulf, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, or Iraq. You do not have to have served in that area.) 
             
 Assistance to an Exporter is:
- Any Business that is presently engaged in Export Trade 

- Any Business that is indirectly engaged in Export Trade when selling to customers who directly Export the end product.

- Any Applicant that plans to begin exporting
Website of the Week - www.goodtogobizplans.com 
Good To Go Business Plans, Inc. develops business plans.   What makes their plans unique is that they are…
         Pre-drafted – Arrive in a pre-drafted business plan and business document format!
         Add, Edit & Print – The pre-drafted language leads your client through a thorough planning process that creates their ownership of the plan and enables them to defend it!
         Jump Starts the Planning Process – Your client is NOT overwhelmed by the task… but rather they are INSPIRED by their progress!  They Actually Complete Their Plan!
         Field Tested by Entrepreneurs with SBA Affiliated Lenders – It will be one of the BEST plans the lender will have seen!
         100’s of Plans Available – Representing 19 Different Industry Categories!
 

The Good To Go Business Plan Product is being used by a cross-section of entrepreneurs from those that are highly educated, professional, and articulate to those who use English as a second language.  What they have in common is that they want to get on with building the business… not composing a business plan.  
 

To review the hundreds of business plans that are available go to: http://www.goodtogobizplans.com and click on the “Plans/Order” link found on the menu bar at the top of the page.  Other plans are available but unlisted or they can be special ordered at no additional cost. 

 

Resource of the Week - Small Business $mart Energy Program (SB$E)
The Small Business $mart Energy (SB$E) Program provides energy efficiency technical services for small to medium sized, for profit businesses.  The technical services can identify opportunities for energy savings through intelligent building design and efficient building components and systems.   The Small Business $mart Energy Program at DCEO supports the Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) which is managed by the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC).
 

SEDAC services include:
1.     Free technical design assistance services for Illinois for-profit business to identify opportunities for saving energy and     money.

2.     Education and Training for both working professionals and students

3.     Information on Illinois building energy codes, tax incentives through the 2005 Energy Policy Act, energy rates and sources for loans and grants.

4.     A Network of energy service providers

5.     An informative website at: www.sedac.org
6.     For additional information, please contact Andrea Reiff at DCEO at 217-785-0164 or andrea.reiff@illinois.gov 

 

Moves and News 
We want to say "Thank You" to Ron Snisky who has been our Summer Intern here in the Springfield Office of the Illinois SBDC.   He has been assisting us in developing and writing success stories during the weeks that we have had Ron working with us.  His last day in our office will be Wednesday, August 22nd.  Our best wishes go with Ron as he leaves to continue his college education at Monmouth College.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
