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SEDAC NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the August edition of your free subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org.

SELF-EMPLOYMENT IN THE AGING WORKFORCE
As the American workforce gets older, the economy will benefit if more of these older workers remain in the workforce longer than they do today. Support for self-employment may offer one potential solution. A new study from researchers affiliated with the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Boston College examines the patterns of how older workers transition in and out of self-employment. The researchers find that self-employment levels increase with age, as older workers seek more flexible work environments. In fact, one-third of male workers between the ages of 51 and 61 are self-employed. This finding runs contrary to historical patterns where younger workers were more likely to be self-employed. The researchers suggest that older workers are more willing to take risks later in life if they are more highly educated and more skilled. In addition, workers without pensions or health insurance benefits were also more likely to pursue self-employment. 

Download the 2008 Boston College Department of Economics Working Paper, “Self-Employment Transitions among Older Workers with Career Jobs,” by Michael D. Giandria, Kevin E. Cahill, and Joseph F. Quinn. 

BUSINESS DEFINITIONS AND RESEARCH RESULTS

Do Business Definition Decisions Distort Small Business Research Results? This working paper has two purposes. It presents special tabulations from the U.S. Census Bureau's Survey of Business Owners (SBO) to offer the public detailed information on businesses with and without employees and their owners (including owner age, home-based status, franchises and financing).  Second, the authors consider the characteristics of non-employer and employer businesses.  Their examination shows that research results based on data on non-employers are not necessarily applicable to employers and vice versa.

A copy of the report is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs330tot.pdf  and the research summary can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs326.pdf. 
Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd or Radwan Saade at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov. 

ENTREPRENEURIAL WOMAN’S CONFERENCE

WBDC Entrepreneurial Woman's Conference--September 3 & 4, 2008 at Chicago's Navy Pier:  The WBDC is host to the 22nd Annual Entrepreneurial Woman's Conference, Women's Business & Buyers Mart, the oldest conference and business opportunity fair for women in business in the country, and the premier event for women business owners in the Midwest.  This year's event offers women business owners the opportunity to increase the profitability of their businesses by building relationships with corporate and government buyers, business experts, and other women business owners.  The conference website provides information on the marathon of activities at the two-day event.  

To get a full list of the event, workshops, speakers, etc, go to  https://www.wbdc.org/conf/conf.asp.  
For general information and questions regarding registration for this year’s Entrepreneurial Woman’s Conference, please call 312-853-3477 ext. 24.  

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - SBEAP 
The Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP) is our IEN Program Success of the Week.  Housed within DCEO, the program provides confidential environmental compliance assistance and information to clients who contact the toll free helpline.    In SFY 2008, nearly 1,000 people called that number (800-252-3998) for help.   Recordkeeping tools are particularly important to small businesses to help them stay in compliance and there were 6,300 recordkeeping tools made available to program clients last year.   In addition, training workshops were hosted around the state throughout the year and 639 individuals took advantage of those opportunities.    Congratulations on a successful SFY 2008 to the SBEAP.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS
Here is a reminder about client success stories.   All client success stories should be entered into the WebCATS system via the "milestone section".  To enter a success story please click on the ID of the client you are entering the success story for, and go to the "add" drop down near the bottom of the client detail.  Choose milestone from the drop down list and click "go".  Next you will enter the milestone by choosing the type "success story".   Please fill in the notes section with the success story narrative and then save the record.    Thanks for helping to place these in the correct location so that it will help all of us to share the terrific stories about your clients successes.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK- www.SBDCNET.ORG 
If you've never taken advantage of the services offered by the SBDCNet, you might take a moment to check out their website at www.sbdcnet.org  The SBDCNet offers more than just timely, relevant and quality business research at no cost to SBDC business consultants and their respective clients.  Information frequently requested includes business plan templates, industry market trends and stats, start up costs, financial ratios, competitor listings, demographic estimates and projections, consumer expenditures, retail sales potential and even competitor mapping. The recently launched BARNI system allows for 24/7 access to research account history by individual business consultants.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – SOLD

As a part of this network you can download a free guide from Entrepreneurs Magazine that will help you show your clients how to discover quality products to sell and increase their products. Download your free copy of Sold! The Essential Guide to Finding Products to Sell now! http://www.entrepreneur.com/advertising/ebook/sold__eb__2007.pdf 

MOVES AND NEWS 
The IESBGA / ASBDC Conference is now just two weeks away.   Even though hotel reservations and conference registrations have been made, there are still things to be done before the conference starts to ensure you invest your time wisely during the busy week.    For those who may be first time attendees at this professional development conference, it is easy to become overwhelmed by the many educational opportunities that you will find at the conference.    To be sure you get the most out of your limited time we suggest you take a look at the Conference Program Preview Page and preselect the sessions that you want to attend.    Planning out a schedule in advance will help prepare you for getting the most out of this Conference.    You may view the programs by date, by category and by level, to help you create your schedule.   You may also sign up to volunteer from this page.    And please don't forget to allow for time to visit the exhibitors area.    There you will find plenty of new resources to learn about.    To view the Conference Program Preview Page, please click on: https://www.quickbase.com/db/bczji9rva?a=ShowPage&pageid=13
Plan to Wear Special Attire During ASBDC Conference
NFL-Themed Attire Wednesday 9/3 
At the Wednesday night (September 3) Welcome Reception, sponsor Visa Inc. is hosting an NFL themed event. Get in the game by wearing your favorite NFL Team attire (shirt, hat, etc.)!!

Logo Shirts Thursday 9/4 
We encourage all attendees to wear their organization logo shirts on Thursday, September 4. From your state or regional SBDC to invited guests and exhibitors, wearing your logo shirts will promote greater networking opportunities for all. So join us in making this year’s conference the best for America’s Small Business Professionals. 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
