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In Today’s Weekly Connection: 

· Governor Quinn Signs Law Aimed At Helping Veteran-Owned Small Businesses 

· Women’s Business Development Center 25th Anniversary - September 14th  

· Economic Development Summit - Thursday, September 29th  in Effingham

· Program Success Of The Week -DxR Development Group, Inc.

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.bizstats.com
	

	· Resource of the Week - IRS Phone Forum Will Discuss Employee Plans on 8/25


· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News 

Governor Quinn Signs Law Aimed At Helping Veteran-Owned Small Businesses 

Governor Pat Quinn has signed legislation to boost small businesses owned by Illinois Veterans. Under the new law, the state will set an annual goal of 3 percent of every state contract to be set aside for businesses owned by Veterans and service-disabled Veterans.  Senate Bill 1270 amends the Illinois procurement code to help Veteran-owned small businesses better compete in the state bidding process. To be eligible, the businesses must be based in Illinois and be at least 51 percent owned by Veterans or service-disabled Veterans.

The new law sets an annual goal of 3 percent of every state contract to go to service-disabled Veteran-owned small businesses (SDVOSB) and Veteran-owned small businesses (VOSB) with annual gross sales of $75 million or less. Larger Veteran-owned businesses can apply for an exemption if they can demonstrate that a significant number of Veteran-owned suppliers or subcontractors would benefit.  The new law takes effect immediately

Women’s Business Development Center 25th Anniversary - September 14th  

Do you remember your dreams and goals from 25 years ago? 

Chances are entrepreneurship wasn’t on your to-do list, but it was for Hedy M. Ratner and S. Carol Dougal who launched the Women’s Business Development Center (WBDC) in 1986 as the nation’s first nonprofit assistance center to help women start and expand businesses.  The ultimate goal – and one they achieved?  Help thousands of women become economically self-sufficient through business ownership.

That same year, they launched the Entrepreneurial Woman’s Conference, a forum that has become the Midwest’s largest and most effective business opportunities fair and women’s business event.   With great anticipation, the WBDC will present its 25th Anniversary Entrepreneurial Woman’s Conference on Wednesday, September 14, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., at McCormick Place-West, 2301 S. Indiana Avenue, in Chicago.

Join over 2,000 participants as they network and learn how to take their business to the next level.  Highlights include:

· Women’s Business & Buyers Mart offering face time with more than 200 corporate and government representatives who are committed to purchasing products and services from women-owned businesses

· Contract Connections pre-arranged one-on-one meetings between certified Women’s Business Enterprises (WBEs) and corporate and government purchasing decision-makers 

· Women’s Forum Breakfast, moderated by Chicago Sun-Times syndicated financial columnist, finance expert and best-selling author Terry Savage, will feature several prominent entrepreneurs sharing the trials and tribulations of running a successful business. This year’s Women’s Forum panelists are:  Leylani Cardoso, of Bolzano Handbags; Maxine Clark, of Build-A-Bear Workshop; Cathy Hughes, of Radio One; and Lynn Tilton, of Patriarch Partners

· 25th Anniversary Hall of Fame Awards Luncheon, honoring successful female entrepreneurs, as well as supporters women’s economic development
· Workshops and roundtable discussions with practical advice from business experts addressing the current issues facing women business owners today

· The WBDC’s 25th Anniversary Celebration, to be held the early evening of September 14, immediately following the day’s activities 

Intrigued? We hope so!  For more information or to register online, visit www.WBDC.org  or call (312) 853-3477, ext. 240.  

Economic Development Summit - Thursday, September 29th  in Effingham

The East Central Illinois Development Corporation (ECIDC), in partnership with sponsors from around the state, invites you to join us for an economic development summit: Creating a Common Voice.

Designed to bring together development leaders for a day of education, exploration and brainstorming and to create a common voice on economic development issues that will be heard in Springfield and Washington D.C., this Thursday, September 29, 2011 event will culminate in the creation of an economic development agenda which enables downstate legislators to understand the issues and concerns important to developers and the vitality of our communities. 

Panelists with a broad spectrum of development expertise will address timely agenda topics, including: downstate trends and issues, vital tools and resources such as TIF Districts and Enterprise Zones, and making Illinois more competitive in our increasingly global marketplace. 

Lieutenant Governor Sheila Simon and Rural Development Illinois Director Colleen Callahan will be joining us as keynote speakers. Norman Walzer, Senior Research Scholar with the Center for Governmental Studies at Northern Illinois University and James Nowlan, Senior Fellow with the Institute for Government & Public Affairs at the University of Illinois, will present on downstate trends and issues and the reasons for building unity. 

Early bird registration for the event is $30 if paid by September 15, 2011; otherwise $50. Special hotel rates are available with the Hilton Garden Inn of Effingham; call (217) 540-7777 for details.

We hope you will join us for this opportunity to create a common voice and effect change in the way we do downstate development. For more information, please contact ECIDC at jgrunloh@lakeland.cc.il.us or (217) 540-3517.

Sincerely,
Jean Anne Grunloh

Executive Director, ECIDC

1204 Network Centre

Effingham, IL  62401

(217) 540-3517; www.ecidc.com
Program Success Of The Week -DxR Development Group, Inc.

DxR Development Group, Inc. is a service and publishing company that develops, markets and licenses high quality, interactive software products designed for the worldwide healthcare education market.  Located in Carbondale, this company is a client of the Illinois SBDC ITC at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. 

Because of a shift in healthcare education from more traditional teaching methods to those that use more online courseware, patient simulations and problem-based learning solutions, DxR saw an opportunity to expand into global markets.  Seen as a leader in this business, it has allowed DxR to realize most of their success in Asia and the Middle East.

In recognition of their achievements, Hurley Myers, President of DxR, received an award for his efforts in beginning to export.  At the June 21st, Export Awards Luncheon in Chicago, DxR was presented with the "New Exporter Award" in the Small Sized Company Category.   They currently have eight employees who design, test and prepare all software they develop for the international market.   Over the next two years, DxR plans to hire up to 5 new employees.

Congratulations to Hurley Myers and DxR on their Export Award and to the Illinois SBDC ITC at SIU Carbondale for their assistance in helping this small business successfully enter the international trade arena.

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

To:  All Illinois SBDCs Receiving SBJA Supplemental Funding, 

As you know all client and center activity that is tied to SBJA funds must be tracked separately in WebCATS. SBJA activity is exported to SBA on a quarterly basis with the first export being performed in July.  It is imperative that all client activity is updated and current in WebCATS to reflect the SBJA funding.  Please ensure that all SBJA activity for the period of April 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011 is input into WebCATS by the Close of Business on Monday, July 11, 2011.  

PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS BELOW FOR ENTERING SBJA FUNDED ACTIVITY INTO WEBCATS. 

For any new clients served under SBJA funding not already in WebCATS you must enter them into the WebCATS client Merlin with a funding source of SBJA.  Likewise, the same client record will have a sub funding source drop down menu directly below the funding source.  Please choose "Jobs Act of 2010 (SBJA)" for this sub funding source. Once this is completed for a new client record the sub funding source will default to "Jobs Act of 2010 (SBJA) for any activity you have with this client.  This includes counseling sessions, milestones, and investments.  You will still need to choose SBJA as the primary funding source for any activity records but the sub funding source will already be in place.  

SPECIAL NOTE: For current SBDC clients the defaults for the client will be set to SBDC as the funding source and "undefined" as the sub funding source.  For any existing SBDC client served under SBJA at your center the client record must be edited to reflect SBJA as the funding source and "Jobs Act 2010 (SBJA)" as the sub funding source.  Once this edit is made all future client activity (counseling sessions, milestones, investments,) will default to "Jobs Act 2010 (SBJA)" as the sub funding source but you must still enter SBJA as the primary funding source for this activity.

International Trade Specifics:

WebCATS now includes a section for international trade the coincides with the changes to the SBA 641 form.  If a client trades internationally they will need to provide:

1.) the names of the countries that they export to.

2.) the amount of their gross revenues/sales that is related to exporting.

3.) the number of employees that are engaged in the exporting aspect of their business.  

To add or update the client record with international trade information you can go into and edit the client record with current exporting data.  All new exporting related data fields are found under the Business Information heading. You will see "Export-Related Employees" and "Gross Export Revenue/Sales" which when updated will ask if you want to create an "Export Related Change in Staff" milestone or a "Change in Exports" milestone respectively.  This synchronization works in reverse if creating the milestone first and will ask if you want to update the client information with the milestone you just created.  It is always best practice to say yes and update or create records based on this synchronization.  Also, under the Business Information heading you will see an International Trade drop down field defaulted to "none".  If a client is engaged in exporting you will need to select exporting from this drop down menu  This will then open up another section that contains 240 countries by continent.  All countries that the client exports to must be included for the client record.  

Please feel free to contact your Network Coordinator if you have any questions regarding the WebCATS entry of SBJA client activity. 

Website Of The Week - www.bizstats.com
BizStats is the leading free online source for small business statistics.  BizStats collects, analyzes, edits and adds value to public data and delivers it without cost in an easy-to-read, easy-to-understand format.  They select and analyze raw data to develop value-added calculations and useful statistics, and publish the results in a unique, easily accessible format for business owners, valuation professionals, accountants and Business Advisors. 

BizStats is owned and operated by the Brandow Company of Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, a leader in online data analysis since 1998.  The Brandow Company also owns and operates BizMiner, publisher of more than 4 million online industry trend reports.

To learn more, please click on: www.bizstats.com
	

	 
Resource of the Week - IRS Phone Forum Will Discuss Employee Plans on 8/25

	This Free Phone Forums will feature IRS employees discussing retirement plan topics.

Avaneesh Bhagat, Employee Plans Group Manager, and Stephanie Bennett, Employee Plans Tax Law Specialist will conduct the Employee Plans Compliance Resolution System (EPCRS) Phone Forum.  They will discuss recurring issues found in EPCRS (which includes SCP, VCP and Audit CAP). Tips to avoid common mistakes will also be discussed.  Finally, the forum will cover the employers' ability to address 403(b) plan issues under VCP.  Attendees are encouraged to submit questions in advance at ep.phoneforum@irs.gov on or before August 23, 2011.

Handout: EPCRS: Plan Correction Issues Presentation

The Phone Forum on Thursday, August 25th will begin at 1pm Central Time.

The Conference Access Code is: 930432

Please Register at https://www.attevent.com/rsvpreg.asp?PPass=930432
You will be assigned a Personal Identification Number (PIN) that must be used to join the conference.

If you have never registered with AT&T phone forum, you will need to click on "create a profile" first. 

Dial in on: August 25, 2011   Toll Free: (866) 216-6835
Dial in 15 to 20 minutes before the scheduled time. Enter your access code, then the pound (#) sign.

Enter your PIN, then the pound (#) sign.  Your line will be placed on hold until the conference begins.  Phone Forums generally take about 60 minutes. 




What's New On CenterConnect 
This week on CenterConnect you will find the latest SBA Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2011, covering the period from 10/1/10 to 7/31/11.
Moves And News 

Vicky L. Miller, director of the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center at Black Hawk College, has been installed as president of the Rotary Club of Moline.

Ms. Miller, a rural Milan resident and an active Rotarian for more than 14 years, will lead the Moline club during its 2011-2012 year. The group includes 129 members, making it the largest Rotary club in the Illinois Quad-Cities. 

Congratulations, Vicky !
Reminder – The Illinois SBDC Monthly Connection Call is held on the 4th Monday of each month at 10:00am.   The Illinois SBDC International Trade Center Monthly Connection Call is also held on the 4th Monday of each month at 11:00am.    The next date for both of these conference calls is Monday, August 22nd.  Please mark your calendars with these important reoccurring meetings.
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates 

on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would 

like to share with the Network please e-mail to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov. Please feel free to 

forward this update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Register Now!








