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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair
-    SBA’s Live Web Chat to Highlight Minority Business 
-    The Continuing Self-Employment Boom
-    Podcasts for Business Owners
-    SEDAC August 2006 Newsletter
-    Aiding Entrepreneurs with Disabilities
-    Looking for Funding? Go Online 
 

 

Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair
Small and diverse business owners can learn how to Sell2Illinois and grow their revenues, enhance their credentials, and expand their capacity by selling products and services to state government.  Entrepreneurs are invited to the Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair, on Tuesday, August 15, between 9:30 a.m. and noon, where they can gain insight about competing for state contracts, ask for advice from business owners who have won contracts, and network with statewide purchasing experts.  The Illinois Department of Central Management Services (CMS) – the state agency that procures more than $10 billion in products and services each year – will host the event in partnership with the Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) at South Suburban College.  The Opportunity Fair will be in the Performing Arts Center, 15800 S. State Street, South Holland.  For more information or to register, contact Dave Talbot at 1-708-596-2000, extension 2431.  (Please see attachment for more details).
 

 

SBA’s Live Web Chat to Highlight Minority Business 
Anthony R. Martoccia, SBA’s associate deputy administrator for Government Contracting and Business Development, and Ronald N. Langston, MBDA national director of the US Dept of Commerce will answer questions Thursday, August 17 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., EST on SBA's Live Chat.
 

WHO: Anthony R. Martoccia, SBA’s associate deputy administrator for Government Contracting and Business Development, and Ronald N. Langston, national director of the Minority Business Development Agency, part of the U.S. Department of Commerce, will host the August Web chat on "How Minority Entrepreneurs Can Develop their Small Business." Martoccia and Langston will share their expertise of business creation and development, and answer questions to help chat participants learn about minority small business development, how to gain access to government contracting opportunities and how to get financing for their small business. Chat participants will also be able to learn about small business resources to help them overcome barriers to business start-up and growth.
 

WHAT: The SBA’s live Web chat series provides small business owners with the opportunity to have an exchange about relevant business issues with experts, real-world industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs. Participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chat via questions they submit online, in advance and during the session, and receive instant answers to their questions.
 

WHEN: August 17, 2006, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (EST) Martoccia and Langston will answer questions for one hour.
 

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking "Your Small Business Voice Online Chat."
Web chat participants may post a question for Martoccia and Langston before the August 17 chat by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/livemeeting/livemedsba/intro.cfm
and posting their questions online.

 

 

The Continuing Self-Employment Boom
New Census Bureau figures confirm what many experts have long suspected. The US is in the midst of a major boom in self-employment. 2004 data show that 19.5 million Americans are self-employed, and their numbers are growing. Between 2003 and 2004, the number of self-employed grew by 1 million   (about 4.7%). Overall, these businesses without employees account for 70% of all US businesses and generate annual receipts exceeding $887 billion. E-Bay is clearly having an impact as electronic shopping and mail order houses are among the fastest growing sectors (up 12.7%) for new self-employment ventures. Even faster growth can be found among building finishing contractors (up 22.5%), Internet service providers (up 18.7%) and nail salons (up 14.7%).  The July 2006 U.S. Census Bureau report, Nonemployer Statistics 2004, can be accessed at: http://www.census.gov/prod/2006pubs/ns0400a01.pdf.  (This notice is provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)
 

 

Podcasts for Business Owners 
The U.S. Small Business Administration has announced the arrival of podcasting for small business owners on a range of topics to help entrepreneurs on the road to starting a new business. The SBA podcasts provide an introduction to various small business topics, and will deliver business information and advice for new and established entrepreneurs on all aspects of starting, expanding and financing a small business, as well as business protection. The current list of podcasts
includes the following subjects:
• Is Entrepreneurship for You?
• The SBA Small Business Training Network — Log On!

• Selecting a Business that Fits
• Disaster Preparedness for Business Owners
• Financing a Small Business
The SBA recognizes the time constraints faced by budding entrepreneurs, and podcasting is an easy way to deliver content on small business basics using audio files over the Internet. Each broadcast is less than 10 minutes long and will feature interviews with experts from the SBA and SBA resource partners of SCORE, the Small Business Development Centers and the Women’s Business Centers. Industry experts from across the country will also share insightful and invaluable information with the small business public via podcasting.
To get to the SBA podcast library, go online to www.sba.gov/podcast. Podcast files can be listened to on a computer or downloaded to an MP3 player. Each podcast delivers a broadcast quality recording, and additional feeds on a new small business topic will be added regularly.
Future podcasts include:
• Checklist for Starting a Business
• Legal Forms of Business Ownership
• Business Planning--the Basics
• How to Write a Business Plan
• How SBA Can Help Finance Your Business
• The Importance of Marketing
• Finding the Right Employees
 

 

SEDAC August 2006 Newsletter 
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the August 2006 newsletter is now available at 
http://www.sedac.org/pdf/ newsletter2_7.pdf. 

 

Aiding Entrepreneurs with Disabilities
Entrepreneurship is booming among all demographic groups in the US, and people with disabilities are no exception. A newly released conference report from the August 2005 Action Summit for the Advancement of Capital Access to Entrepreneurs with Disabilities examines effective tools for supporting these budding entrepreneurs. Because self-employment can provide a more flexible work environment, it can be a particularly attractive option for people with disabilities. But, at the same time, disabled entrepreneurs may face unique challenges when trying to access capital or other forms of business support. Like all entrepreneurs, they may not know where to obtain services or even whether support programs are in place. Meanwhile, few business development programs target people with disabilities and traditional vocational rehabilitation programs typically lack experience in working with aspiring entrepreneurs. Experts in the field recommend that business service providers and vocational rehabilitation providers establish better working relationships so that the needs of entrepreneurs with disabilities can be more effectively supported. Access the proceedings of the 2005 Action Summit for the Advancement of Capital Access to Entrepreneurs with Disabilities, sponsored by the University of Montana Rural Institute Center for Excellence in Disability Education.  (This notice is provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)
 

 

Looking for Funding? Go Online
As social networking sites continue to expand, entrepreneurs are now seeking to use these technologies as a way to build peer funding networks. Several interesting new businesses have emerged in the peer-to-peer lending market. The UK-based Zopa.com was one of the first such efforts while Prosper.com is a recent entrant on this side of the Atlantic. The sites work as follows: a user posts his or her request for funds. Other users review the requests, and then decide if they want to invest (alone or in a group). The sites serve as a marketing vehicle for those seeking funds, and then they help manage the transactions that occur via the site. At Prosper.com, current opportunities include funding for a new business in New Orleans, paying off student loans, and new equipment purchases for an existing business. While these sites are fairly new, they may offer a new method for financing entrepreneurial ventures. To learn more about Zopa, visit www.zopa.com. To learn more about Prosper, visit www.prosper.com.  (This notice is provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
 

