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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  Hispanic Business Expo-- August 16th, Navy Pier

-  SEDAC August 2007 Newsletter
-  IESBGA Conference - SAVE THE DATES!!!

-  Entrepreneur’s Hot 500

-  Resource of the Week – disabilityworks

-  Website of the Week – SBA Signage Site

Hispanic Business Expo-- August 16, Navy Pier, Chicago

The Make the Connection! Hispanic Business Expo is the premier Hispanic Business Event in the entire Midwest and one of the largest events for Hispanic businesses in the country.  This one-day event is intended to help expose existing Hispanic businesses to decision-makers in the public and private sector.  Also the Hispanic Business Expo is host to numerous educational workshops geared at helping expand business capacity.  

Workshops will be conducted in both English and Spanish and will focus on:

· How to start a business

· Access to Capital

· Doing Business with Government

· Financial Literacy--Understanding Credit

· Human Resource

· How to sell to Fortune 500 Companies

· Sales and Marketing

· ITIN--a path to business independence 

· Hispanic Consumer Market 

To register or for more information, go to:  http://ihccbusiness.net/expo/index.html.

SEDAC August 2007 Newsletter

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the August 2007 newsletter is now available at www.sedac.org.  In this issue, you will find:  · Answers to 12 Commonly Asked Questions Regarding Deregulated Energy Markets · Info on America's First Green Mall  · Upcoming SEDAC Continuing Education Opportunities  · Special Events Hosted By Partnering Organizations.   For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit our website at www.sedac.org.

IESBGA Conference - SAVE THE DATES!!!
The 2007 Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA) Fall Conference will be held at the Hotel Père Marquette in Peoria, Illinois on November 6-8, 2007.   Please make note of the dates. 

To reserve hotel rooms for the conference, please call 800/447-1676 and request the Illinois Entrepreneurship & Small Business Growth Association rate of $93 plus tax.  Reservations must be made prior to October 15 to receive the conference rate.  Please watch e-mail and the IESBGA website www.growilbiz.org for more information. An agenda will be provide at a later date.  To register or for additional information, log onto www.growilbiz.org  or call Vanessa Sneed at 618/536-7751. 

Entrepreneur’s Hot 500

The August 2007 issue of Entrepreneur magazine contains the 13th annual listing of Entrepreneur’s Hot 500, their listing of the 500 fastest growing firms in the US. This year’s #1 is San Diego’s DivX, a digital video founded in 2000 and now generating annual sales of nearly $60 million. The study also generates some collective statistics on the Hot 500. Together, the firms generate $12.6 billion in annual revenue. Collectively, the firms employed 2,807 people on their first day in business. In 2008, they project that they will employ more than 58,000 people. In other ways, the Hot 500 founders are a unique and blessed lot. Sixty-one percent had turned a profit by their second year in business; 56% had earned their first million dollars by this milestone.

Learn more about the 2007 Entrepreneur magazine Hot 500. The list also appears in Entrepreneur’s August 2007 issue. 
Resource of the Week - disabilityworks 
disabilityworks, an exciting initiative from the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and the City of Chicago.   Through disabilityworks, www.disabilityworks.org  employers, people with disabilities, and disability/employment service providers are strategically linked:  Employers will understand the business benefits of hiring qualified people with disabilities and will gain access to a large pool of productive and diverse employees. People with disabilities will have access to job opportunities and choices for full inclusion and specialized services. This includes accessing our list of Job Placement & Occupational Training Providers.   Providers will operate as a resource to employers and people with disabilities, training people with disabilities and referring them to the right jobs. The term "providers" in this site refers to organizations that offer job readiness, job training, job placement, and educational services to people with disabilities.

Website of the Week – www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/start/pickalocation/signage/index.html
Effective signage is a critical component of any business' success, and can contribute to the success of your business clients.  The Signage Foundation and SBA have partnered to provide in depth information about signage.   This site has divided the information into categories, with the links shown identifying these categories.   Categories include Why Use Signage?, Understanding the Value of Signage, Types of Signage, Obtaining Your Signage and more.   Simply click on your choice for more detail.  Effective signage is a another key asset a business will need to become successful.
www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/start/pickalocation/signage/index.html
Moves and News

We are pleased to welcome Candy Eastwood back to the Illinois SBDC.    She started her duties on Tuesday, August 7th as Director of the Illinois SBDC at Shawnee Community College in Ullin.    Due to some reorganization, Business & Industry  training will also fall under her responsibilities.    Candy takes over for Don  Denny who recently retired and we are very glad that Candy is back in the Illinois SBDC.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
