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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  ILLINOIS FEDTECH SECURITY PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE

-  CCV EC PROMOTES THE IEN THROUGH PRINT AND RADIO BROADCAST
-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTERS
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – eCenter Direct 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BROADPEAK.US
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – RURAL LENDER ADVANTAGE 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

-  SBA’S JOVITA CARRANZA AT ILLINOIS HISPANIC BUSINESS EXPO

ILLINOIS FEDTECH SECURITY PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE
The Illinois FedTech 2008 Security Procurement Conference offers critical market intelligence and business development leads in the growing state and national security solutions market. This program will offer insight from security industry leaders and government officials regarding their procurement priorities and contracting opportunities, with particular focus on IT, cyber, and transportation sectors. Illinois FedTech 2008 will also provide one-on-one meetings with leading integrators and prime contractors. Register today to secure your spot at this program and to ensure your opportunity to schedule your one-on-one meetings.
Thursday, August 28, 2008  -  8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
$40.00 registration ($30.00 AeA members)
Jack Turner Conference Center, College of DuPage, 
425 Fawell Boulevard, Glen Ellyn 
Registration Required at:  http://www.aeanet.org/FedTech2008 
Questions?  Contact Rita Haake at 630-942-2616 or via email at hsptac@cod.edu
DON’T MISS THIS EVENT ! ! !

CCV EC PROMOTES THE IEN THROUGH PRINT AND RADIO BROADCAST
The IEN received some excellent publicity along with the Chicago Community Ventures Entrepreneurship Center recently thanks to Director Bryan Stubbs.    He provided comments for an article published in the July issue of US News and World Report discussing green and socially responsible companies.   To read this article, please click on: http://www.usnews.com/articles/business/small-business-entrepreneurs/2008/07/02/street-cred.html
Bryan was also featured as a Green Economy expert and panelist on National Public Radio (NPR) during a broadcast from Navy Pier of "Chicago Matters: Growing Forward Live from Green Fest".    Click on the following link to listen to the program.   http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=23106      Bryan's comments can be found at the 33:00 minute mark of the tape.   Congratulations and thanks to Bryan for his participation in both of these opportunities to promote the IEN.
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTERS
The Entrepreneurship Centers (ECs) have a lot of accomplishments to be proud of for their work in SFY 2008.   The fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2008 showed that the ECs provided assistance to 612 clients.  In addition to the 178 Challenge grants that were awarded for a total of $1.1 million, the ECs helped clients leverage nearly $34 million in capital.   ECs were also responsible for providing assistance to their clients that resulted in 1,071 new jobs being created and an additional 2,232 jobs that were retained.   Congratulations to all of the ECs who helped make SFY 2008 another successful year.    
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

eCenter Direct is an add-on WebCATS component that lets clients and prospective clients of your center request counseling services, register for training events, and complete satisfaction surveys online. The information collected by eCenter is integrated with your WebCATS database, which means less data entry for you. If you are not already taking advantage of eCenter Direct please to  http://www.catseasily.com/cats/ecenter/  for more information. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BROADPEAK.US
BroadPeak Collaborative was founded in 2004 with the mission to conceptualize, develop and grow finance and accounting related professional services businesses.   One of the guiding principles of BroadPeak is to assist companies and their accounting and finance professionals throughout the Employment Life Cycle.   Whether a company is looking to hire a permanent employee, consulting services that significantly impact financial and operational performance, or outsourcing services, BroadPeak has the resident expertise to assist.   Their website contains a Small Business Resource Center that you will also find helpful.    BroadPeak is located in West Dundee, Illinois and you can learn more about them by visiting their website at: www.broadpeak.us
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – RURAL LENDER ADVANTAGE PROGRAM WEBINAR

The SBA Rural Lender Advantage 7(a) Program has been launched in Illinois.  On Wednesday, August 13, 2008 9:00 AM (Central Daylight Time) Bob Paoni of the Springfield Branch Office of the U.S. Small Business Administration is offering a one hour training session on the Rural Lender Advantage Program via ReadyTalk conference format, using telephone and internet access to Illinois Small Business Development Centers.  No pre-registration is required for the ReadyTalk conferences.  Furthermore, Laura Cawley with the SBA is available to assist you with access to the conference, if needed.  Laura may be contacted at laura.cawley@sba.gov 217-793-5020-(107).  Be certain than you test your computer to be certain that you can access the training prior to the conference by going to http://test.readytalk.com.   To join the meeting  first go to https://readytalk.com  and entering the Access Code 3051701 and then call by calling 866-740-1260 and the Access Code is 3051701.  

MOVES AND NEWS 
The Illinois SBDC at Danville Area Community College has a new Director.    We would like to welcome Mr. Michael O’Brien to the IEN.   He has been president of the family owned business Model-Star Laundry Company, a commercial laundry enterprise that has been in business since 1894.  Michael has a B.S. degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an MBA from the University of Illinois at Chicago.    A lifelong Danville resident, Michael begins his new duties today, the 11th of August.    The Center has also moved to a new location which is at 2917 North Vermillion, Danville, Illinois 61832.   Welcome, Michael.

SBA’S JOVITA CARRANZA AT ILLINOIS HISPANIC BUSINESS EXPO

Jovita Carranza, the Acting Administrator of the U. S. Small Business Administration will be speaking at the kick off breakfast for the Illinois Hispanic Business Expo at Navy Pier on Thursday, August 14th.  A Chicago Native, Carranza worked her way up from apart-time night shift box handler for UPS to vice president managing domestic operations and president of international operations for Latin America and Caribbean. In 2004, she was named Woman of the Year by Hispanic Business Magazine for her outstanding accomplishments throughout her career.

Carranza holds an MBA from the University of Miami and has received additional executive, management and financial training at the INSEAD Business School in Paris, France, The University of Michigan, and The University of Chicago. 

The Hispanic Business Expo is Thursday, August 14th at Chicago's Navy Pier.  This one day event kicks off with an opening breakfast celebration at Navy Pier's Grand Ballroom. Please click here for more details.  
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
