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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 
-  DISASTER LOANS FOR SOUTHERN ILLINOIS - STORMS MAY 8TH, 2009

-  EPA HELPS SUPERMARKETS SAVE $'s, REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES
-  IRS NATIONAL PHONE FORUM - IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION ON 8/19

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS SBDC 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - USER VIEWING PERMISSIONS
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BUZGATE.ORG 

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - LIST OF LENDERS MAKING ARC LOANS 

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - IEN JUNE 2009 STATISTICS  

-  MOVES AND NEWS

DISASTER LOANS FOR SOUTHERN ILLINOIS - FROM STORMS MAY 8TH, 2009

For the Counties of Jackson and Williamson and contiguous counties of Franklin, Johnson, Perry, Pope, Randolph, Saline, and Union in the State of Illinois.      Severe Storms and Tornadoes Occurred on May 8, 2009.

 
Filing Deadline for applications for Physical Damage to homes, personal property, businesses: September 14, 2009 
Filing Deadline for applications for Economic Injury: April 16, 2010 
Whether you rent or own your own home, own your own business, or own a small agricultural cooperative located in a declared disaster area, and are the victim of a disaster, you may be eligible for financial assistance from the U. S. Small Business Administration (SBA). 

What Types of Disaster Loans are Available? 
Home Disaster Loans – Loans to homeowners or renters to repair or replace disaster damaged real estate or personal property owned by the victim. Renters are eligible for their personal property losses, including automobiles. 

Business Physical Disaster Loans – Loans to businesses to repair or replace disaster-damaged property owned by the business, including real estate, inventories, supplies, machinery and equipment. Businesses of any size are eligible. Private, non-profit organizations such as charities, churches, private universities, etc., are also eligible. 

Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) – are working capital loans to help small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives and most private, non-profit organizations of all sizes meet their ordinary and necessary financial obligations that cannot be met as a direct result of the disaster. These loans are intended to assist through the disaster recovery period. 

EIDL assistance is available only to entities and their owners who cannot provide for their own recovery from non-government sources, as determined by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA).  To learn more about the programs and assistance available through SBA, please see the Fact Sheet included as a PDF in this newsletter.

EPA HELPS SUPERMARKETS SAVE MONEY, REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has quadrupled the number of participants in its voluntary program designed to reduce the use of ozone-depleting refrigerants in the nation’s grocery stores. Launched in November 2007, the GreenChill Advanced Refrigeration Partnership has shown how EPA works with supermarkets to achieve environmental goals that also help the bottom line. Supermarket managers and employees want to do the right thing when it comes to the environment, and they know their customers are looking for responsible environmental stewardship. Factor in the cost savings and it’s easy to see why GreenChill has grown rapidly. The program now includes more than 6,500 stores in 47 states. In 2008, partners reduced their aggregate total emissions by 8.5 percent. 

This is the beginning of a partnership that is going to help us reduce significant amounts of ozone depleting refrigerant and other emissions, cut costs for supermarkets and consumers, and protect our health and the environment.  EPA will continue working to find a path forward that rewards the mutual interests of our supermarkets and the environmental health of the communities they serve. 

Compared to the supermarket industry as a whole, GreenChill partners emit significantly fewer ozone-depleting refrigerant emissions and greenhouse gases, and save money at the same time. EPA officials estimate that if all U.S. supermarkets reduced emissions to the current GreenChill average, the nation could save the equivalent of 22 million metric tons of carbon dioxide and 240 ozone-depleting potential tons each year -- equal to the annual emissions from more than 4 million cars. This carries a cost savings of $108 million in refrigerant expenses annually. 

To highlight the program’s top-performing participants, GreenChill recently implemented a Store Certification Awards Program. This component recognizes retail stores that achieve at least a 50 percent reduction in refrigerant charge and a 75 percent reduction in refrigerant emissions, resulting in either gold or silver level certification. To date, seven stores have been awarded GreenChill gold, and three stores have been awarded the silver.  EPA will recognize top performers during the Food Marketing Institute’s 2009 Sustainability Summit in San Francisco on Aug.17th-19th. 

For a complete list of GreenChill partners: http://www.epa.gov/ozone/partnerships/greenchill/gcpartners.html  For more information on EPA’s GreenChill Partnership: http://www.epa.gov/ozone/partnerships/greenchill/index.html 

IRS NATIONAL PHONE FORUM - IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION ON 8/19

This IRS phone forum is for:
· Tax professionals

· Attorneys

· Payroll professionals

· Industry partners

· Small business organizations

· Small business owners

· State and local governments

Learn about:
· IRS identity protection efforts

· Process for reporting tax-related identity theft

· Victim assistance

· IRS efforts to combat online fraud targeted at taxpayers

· How to report phishing schemes targeted at taxpayers

Earn Continuing Professional Education credit

· Enrolled agents receive one CPE credit for a minimum 50-minute participation

         from the start of the forum.

· Other tax professionals may receive credit if the phone forum meets your organization’s or state’s CPE requirements.

· To receive credit, register individually and use your PIN.

· Call in using your individual phone line so your attendance can be verified

· Look for your Certificate of Completion by e-mail approximately one week after the forum. If you have met all requirements, you will receive your certificate automatically; there’s no need to follow up. 

· If you and others in your office do not require a CPE certificate, please have only one person register on the group’s behalf and use your speaker phone to dial in.  This will maximize the number of lines available for other participants and help reduce costs.

	CONFERENCE ACCESS CODE
	
	CENTRAL
	
	

	760853
	
	9 a.m.
	
	

	648527
	
	Noon
	
	

	353052
	
	3 p.m.
	
	


Register at www.attevent.com. Reservations are limited, so register early.

You will receive a Personal Identification Number to join the conference.

If you have never registered with AT&T for a prior phone forum, you will first need to click on create a profile.
If you require special accommodations, (for example, Braille, large print or interpreter services) please contact

Brian Finn at nationalphoneforum@irs.gov.   
You will receive presentation materials by e-mail on the day before the forum. If you do not receive this e-mail by noon the day before the event, please e-mail us at nationalphoneforum@irs.gov to request the materials.

Dial in on August 19, 2009 - Toll free: 1-800-683-4564                Toll: 1-913-312-2904

· Dial in at least five to ten minutes before the scheduled time. Those who are first to arrive will be assured participation.  Once all available lines are taken, no additional participants will be able to join the session.

· Enter your access code, then the pound (#) sign.

· Enter your PIN, then the pound (#) sign.

· Your line will be placed on hold until the conference begins.

A question and answer period will follow the presentation. However, due to the public nature of the call, we will not be able to address specific client issues.     Questions? E-mail nationalphoneforum@irs.gov
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS SBDC 

State Fiscal Year 2009 results are now in and we would like to share some of that information with you, here in the IEN Program Success of the Week section of this newsletter.  In its 25th year of serving Illinois small businesses the Illinois SBDC provided one-on-one business advice to 10,821 clients in SFY 2009, which ended on June 30th.   In addition, the SBDCs provided training to 14,756 attendees.   The Illinois SBDC helped their clients secure over $228 million in debt and non-debt financing.    During this time period, clients were able to create 369 new businesses and expand an additional 241 existing businesses.    Maybe the most impactful statistic is that clients of the Illinois SBDC were able to create and retain 10,243 jobs for Illinoisans.   Congratulations to all of the Centers of the Illinois SBDC on the positive economic impact you had on your clients and communities throughout the State during SFY 2009.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - USER VIEWING PERMISSIONS
Why can I link to some of the activity records listed for a client in the activity history list, but not others?   This is a user permissions issue related to viewing another center's activity records.  View permissions can be assigned on a per-center basis so it's likely that you have view permissions for your home center's activity records, but you do not have view permissions for other centers' activity records.   If you would like to review your user account permissions, request a copy from your WebCATS system administrator.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BUZGATE.ORG 

Buzgate.org is a public service initiative created to facilitate awareness, access and use of free small business help offered by America's government and nonprofit small business assistance agencies on a local, regional and national scale.


Through this site, you can discover and connect with free small business help and entrepreneurship education in areas of small business funding, small business counseling, small business marketing, international business, small business technology, small business insurance and more.  You can also access free small business help programs by state that are tailored to the interests and needs of women in business, veterans in business, minorities in business, self-employed individuals, business students and all entrepreneurs.

Some of you may remember BuzGate.org from the ASBDC Conference in Chicago.    They were an exhibitor at last year's Conference.   To learn more, please visit their website at www.buzgate.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - LIST OF LENDERS MAKING ARC LOANS IN ILLINOIS

SBA’s America’s Recovery Capital (ARC) Loan Program can provide up to $35,000 in short-term relief for viable small businesses facing immediate financial hardship to help ride out the current uncertain economic times and return to profitability.  Each small business is limited to one ARC loan. 

ARC loans will be offered by some SBA lenders for as long as funding is available or until September 30, 2010, whichever comes first.  

SBA Participant Lender Fact Sheet  

About the ARC Loan Program 

ARC Loan Eligibility 

Applying for an ARC Loan 

Learn How SBA Can Help 

Since June 15th, lenders across the country have provided millions of dollars in capital to small businesses through the America’s Recovery Capital (ARC) loan program. Created under the Recovery Act, the temporary ARC program offers interest-free loans to viable small businesses, which carry a 100 percent guaranty from the SBA to the lender and require no fees paid to SBA. Loan proceeds are provided over a six-month period and repayment of the ARC loan principal is deferred for 12 months after the last disbursement of the proceeds. Repayment can extend up to five years.

The ARC loan program is open to any SBA-approved lender. Non-SBA lenders can easily become SBA participants by working with their nearest SBA district office. Businesses interested in applying for an ARC loan should first contact their current lender.   

To help you assist clients by identifying which lenders have already made ARC loans, here is a link to the current list: List of lenders who have made ARC loans to date 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - IEN JUNE 2009 STATISTICS  

The IEN Monthly Report for June 2009 is now on CenterConnect.    We wanted to draw your attention to this report, because it is the last report in State Fiscal Year 2009.   The information in this report will be used to create the SFY 2009 IEN Annual Report brochure.   Once a PDF of this brochure is completed, we will see that all IEN Center Programs and stakeholders receive this important document.    Thanks to all IEN Programs and staff for a successful and impactful SFY 2009. 
MOVES AND NEWS

For those planning on attending the ASBDC Conference in Orlando in September, please remember to complete, sign and submit the Out of State Travel Request Form to your DCEO Network Coordinator.   It can be found on CenterConnect under the Forms Section.    Also, If you are planning on attending the ASBDC Annual Conference in Orlando and have not made a hotel reservation, you are urged to do so immediately. If you are unable to get room reservations at the Rosen Shingle Creek hotel, please notify ASBDC meeting planner Betsy Kaufman at betsy@asbdc-us.org. She will try and assist you in finding other suitable housing.  We are working closely with the Rosen hotel chain to try and secure overflow housing in an outstanding Rosen property that is about five minutes from the Rosen Shingle Creek.  If you have hotel reservations at the Rosen Shingle Creek hotel, and, if for any reason, you are unable to attend Conference, PLEASE notify Betsy Kaufman BEFORE you cancel your hotel reservation.  Your cooperation in this regard will be greatly appreciated.


      

     
          
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  




