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In Today’s Weekly Connection: 

· Exporting Video Contest - Sponsored By SBA And VISA

· Chicago City Treasurer Small Business Expo on October 7th at UIC Forum

· Using Internships to Grow Your Business - Free Webinar - 8-17-11 

· U.S.D.A. Value Added Producer Grant Program - Deadline - 8-29-11 

· Program Success Of The Week - Digital Revolution, Inc.

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - http://www.tradesupportsjobs.com/ 
· Resource Of The Week - Simplifying Social Media For Your Business Webinars

· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News 

Exporting Video Contest - Sponsored By SBA And VISA

SBA and Visa are sponsoring The SBA Exporting Video Contest.  Create a 3 minute video telling the story of your small business's success in exporting and you might win one of 5 cash & travel awards! Videos must be submitted by September 3, 2011.    More information about this contest can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/exportvideocontest
Chicago City Treasurer - Small Business Expo on Friday, October 7th at UIC Forum

City Treasurer Stephanie Neely is pleased to announce that the annual "City Treasurer's Small Business Expo" will be held on Friday, October 7th at the UIC Forum.
The Expo, now less than 2 months away, will feature a full day of FREE expert workshops and FREE admission on Friday, October 7th.  The Small Business Expo will have an additional focus in 2011 on how to incorporate social media into your business.  


The Expo Team can be reached by phone at 312-744-3356 or by email at: sbe@cityofchicago.org
The Link for the Small Business Expo on  Friday, October 7th at the UIC Forum is below.

http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/smallBusinessExpo/smallBusinessExpo.htm
Using Internships to Grow Your Business - Free Webinar on August 17th

Intern Profits' next free webinar will reveal how any business owner can start their own internship program to explode the growth of their company. Space is available on a first come, first serve basis.

When: Wednesday, August 17th, 2011 at 2pm CST
	

	


What you will learn:
If the struggling economy has your local clients worried, scared and confused about growing their business, then make sure you attend this very special webinar hosted by Justin & Dreama Lee, the founders of Intern Profits. On this webinar they're going to reveal:

· Why ANY business owner, no matter where they are located, what kind of business they own, or how long they've been in business can use interns to grow their company

· The 7 easy steps that any business owner can follow to find, hire & manage their first (or next) intern (their simple formula can be duplicated by anyone)

· The best types of tasks an intern can work on, that will generate more leads, more sales, more revenue & more profits (no matter what kind of business you own)

· Why starting your own internship own program can help you improve your marketing and your internet & social media presence (even if you don't understand how to use the internet & social media to grow your business)

 

However, most small businesses and entrepreneurs don't know:

· Where to start to set-up their own internship program

· What to have their interns do

· Where to find interns

· Whether or not to pay them 

· How to effectively manage interns

Intern Profits helps educate local businesses on how they can effectively set up their own internship program so they can grow their business and remain competitive.

 

 REGISTER NOW          Space is limited. 
U.S.D.A. Value Added Producer Grant Program - Deadline Is August 29th 

The primary objective of this grant program is to help Independent Producers of Agricultural Commodities, Agriculture Producer Groups, Farmer and Rancher Cooperatives, and Majority-Controlled Producer-Based Business Ventures develop strategies to create marketing opportunities and to help develop Business Plans for viable marketing opportunities regarding production of bio-based products from agricultural commodities.  

Cooperative Programs will competitively award funds for Planning Grants and Working Capital Grants directly related to the processing and/or marketing of value-added products. In order to provide program benefits to as many eligible applicants as possible, applicants may apply only for a Planning Grant or for a Working Capital Grant, but not both. Grants will only be awarded if Projects are determined to be economically viable and sustainable.

As with all value-added efforts, generating new products, creating expanded marketing opportunities and increasing producer income are the end goals.  Please note that businesses of all sizes may apply, but priority will be given to Operators of Small and Medium-Sized Farms or Ranches that are structured as Family Farms, Beginning Farmers or Ranchers, Socially-Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers, Mid-Tier Value Chain projects, and Farmer or Rancher Cooperatives. There is no restriction  on the minimum grant size that will be awarded.  In FY 2010, 41 percent of awards were $50,000 or less.

The maximum grant amount for a planning grant is $100,000 and the maximum grant amount for a working capital grant is $300,000. Rural Development is encouraging applications that will support communities in urban or rural areas, with limited access to healthy foods and with a high poverty and hunger rate.

Eligible applicants include independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, and agricultural producer groups. Value-added products are created when a producer increases the consumer value of an agricultural commodity in the production or processing stage. To see a video featuring Deputy Secretary Merrigan discussing the VAPG program click here.

Submit paper applications to the Rural Development State Office for the State in which the Project will primarily take place.  Addresses may be found at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/recd_map.html.  Submit electronic applications at http://www.grants.gov, following  the instructions found on this Web site.

Application deadlines. Completed paper applications must be postmarked and mailed, shipped, or sent overnight no later than August 29, 2011 to be eligible for FY 2011 grant funding. Late applications are not eligible for FY 2011 grant funding.

For Further Information: Applicants should visit the program Web site: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG_Grants.html which contains application guidance. Applicants can also contact their USDA Rural Development State Office by calling 800-670-6553 and pressing ``1.'' Applicants are encouraged to contact their State Offices well in advance of the deadline to discuss their projects and ask any questions about the application process.

Program Success Of The Week - Digital Revolution, Inc.

Digital Revolution, Inc., in McHenry was founded by TJ Hurckes and his partner Joe. They came to do business out of necessity. TJ handled the close out documents for one of Joe’s large contracting projects. Joe is a civil engineer for Walsh construction. 

TJ developed a way to put close out documents in a searchable, electronic format. The first year they made $8,000 with no marketing effort. The second year, they made $25,000 dollars in profits. They came to the Illinois SBDC at McHenry County College for assistance, with $58,000 of business already booked, but no idea about how to manage this business through the sharp trajectory of growth. 


Kristi Patterson, the Primary counselor came on to offer marketing assistance.  The SBDC lead Digital Revolution through the process of putting a business structure in place to make future decisions with some intention of where they wanted to go. 

Both TJ and Joe had successful outside jobs and they were not interested in leaving their primary employment. TJ is the lead sales person for his families print business.  TJ soon realized that the services of Digital Revolution can become the competitive advantage for his family’s business. He realized that one of the strongest assets was not needing additional software and its biggest weakness, not having a patentable process. 

The SBDC walked them through the skills that would be needed to bring this business to the next level. They worked through a business plan that identified the skills needed to run the business without as much involvement from Joe or other employees.  They identified future customers for close out packages and discussed the model for how to position the services. 

TJ has now tripled the sales of Digital revolution and is positioned to end the year with $200,000 of profit with still very little direct marketing. They are now working on how to establish a regional sales force so that the sales can come from someone other than TJ.
Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

Have you updated your database with export countries?

Starting with the current export performed on July 28th, EDMIS rejected any client records that indicate international trade, but don't specify an accompanying list of countries.  We will need your help updating all clients that fall into this category.  Over the next week we will be compiling a list of clients by center that will need to be updated before they can be exported to SBA via EDMIS.  Once you receive this list we will need you to go into the client profile in question and update the profile with the country and/or countries the company performs exports.  This can be done by clicking on the edit button on the company profile and selecting the countries under the field export countries.

Website Of The Week - http://www.tradesupportsjobs.com/ 

This link connects to a website that provides complete and current information on exporting activity.  It can be used as the basis for data collection, and it  has links to other sites.   To check it out, please click on: http://www.tradesupportsjobs.com/
Resource Of The Week - Simplifying Social Media For Your Business Webinars

Join us for the FREE, webinar series, Socially Successful: Simplifying Social Media for Your Business.  Webinars are being offered every Thursday from August 11th to September 1st, 2011 from Noon to 1pm to show you new ways to grow your business using social media.

Social media marketing is a lot more than a Facebook page and a few Tweets. It's about understanding all of the available tools. It's about knowing which ones to use and how to use them. It's about understanding mobile marketing, search engine optimization, segmenting, and day parting to achieve higher conversion rates. It's about in-game advertising, virtual worlds, and video marketing. It's more than you ever thought, but it can be easier to understand than you ever imagined.

 

The presenter of these webinars Mr. Lon Safko.   He is an innovator with more than twenty five years of experience in entrepreneurship, marketing, sales, strategic partnering, speaking, training, and e-commerce.  He is the author of six books, including The Social Media Bible: Tactics, Tools & Strategies for Business Success. His books have shown corporations how to train managers to think creatively and detailed the secrets of launching a successful on-line business. 

Register now for these exciting webinars that will help you gain a better comprehension of social media and how it can be used to grow your business.  Click on the session you want to participate in, to register. 

· August 11: The Five Steps To Social Media Success
· August 18: Top 20 Excuses For Not Using Social Media
· August 25: TraDigital Media, When Traditional Hits Social
· Sept 1: Every Social Media Question You Ever Had - Q & A
 All registrants will receive a link to the session and a copy of the presentation.

What's New On CenterConnect 
"Take Your Business Global" is a 22 slide PowerPoint presentation.  This PowerPoint is about the Basics of International Trade and is targeted to a new-to-export companies.   You can now find this presentation on CenterConnect.
Moves And News 

Certified Business Planning Advisor Training - This training program will be held on Monday, September 5th and Tuesday, September 6th at the ASBDC Conference in San Diego.   Registration is $995.00 per person, but when two people register for this program at the same time, 2 people can attend for the price of 1 !

Pre-registration for this program must be completed by Friday, August 12th.  A link with the details of this preconference training program is below.

http://asbdc-us.org/conference/conference_2011/2_PreRegProg_CertBusPlanningAdvisor.pdf
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates 

on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would 

like to share with the Network please e-mail to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov. Please feel free to 

forward this update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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