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ASBDC 2009 CONFERENCE - REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

ASBDC is excited to announce that registration is now open for the 2009 ASBDC Annual Conference, which will be held September 14th - 17th, 2009, at the magnificent Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando, Florida.  The facilities for this year's conference are without peer and the educational programming is first rate with exceptional quality, diversity of topics and truly accomplished presenters.
 
This year's Trade Show will be outstanding with the tools, resources and information from quality vendors that attendees at ASBDC Annual Conferences have come to expect.  Please take the time to review the Read This Before You Register page before you begin to fill out the online registration form!  The full conference workshop schedule is already posted.  
 
You can access the online Conference Registration Form by going to the ASBDC Conference page on the ASBDC website at:                           http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/conference.html
 
You can also access the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel Reservation Link from the conference page on the ASBDC website.  The room block is over 95% reserved now so please make your reservations soon if you plan to attend.  The Rosen Shingle Creek Resort is almost awe inspiring in its beauty, quality of services, convenience and hospitality.  And, Orlando offers some of the finest entertainment opportunities for you and your family found anywhere in the United States.  

Some of you will notice it has been necessary to increase this year's Conference registration fee.  This was a difficult but necessary economic decision because many of our sponsors are unable to underwrite the Conference at previous levels due to the current contraction in the overall economy.  However, please note the Conference hotel room rate is approximately $15 less per night than hotel rates in Chicago.  As a result, this year's registration fee and hotel costs, when combined, will be almost identical to combined rates last year.  Moreover, airline costs into Orlando are extremely reasonable.
 
With the challenges facing SBDC clients, it is vitally important that SBDC consultants, trainers and leadership have access to the latest knowledge, tools and resources available to assist clients to remain profitable.  That is what the professional development opportunities at this year's ASBDC Conference are all about.
 
We look forward to having you with us in Orlando and believe this year's Conference will be a memorable and truly educational one for all in attendance.

SBA ARC LOAN PROGRAM INFORMATION

Click on here ARC Lenders to find more information about the ARC program and click on this link http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_homepage/sba_recovery_arc_lenders.pdf  for a list of Lenders that have participated in the ARC loan program to date.  

$31 BILLION CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION PLAN - MEANS 439,000 JOBS

Governor Pat Quinn has signed into law bills that create the $31 billion Illinois Jobs Now! plan, which will revive the state’s ailing economy by creating and retaining more than 439,000 jobs over the next six years.  At a bill signing ceremony, Governor Quinn stressed this is the first statewide capital construction effort to become law in more than a decade.

Illinois Jobs Now! provides many long-awaited improvements to our bridges and roads, transportation networks, schools and communities.  The road and bridge construction projects will be overseen by the Illinois Department of Transportation, while the state facility, university and school construction programs will be administered by the state’s Capital Development Board (CDB).

The state will prioritize projects based on three factors:  Those that are ready for bidding right away, so construction jobs can be created immediately; the most pressing repair and maintenance projects that will help protect state property; and the grants to school districts who have waited for nearly eight years for promised state funds 

Illinois Jobs Now! will create many new “green” weatherization jobs, protect and improve the state’s fresh water supplies, and advance high-speed rail from Chicago to St. Louis, which will cut down on auto traffic and emissions.  The state is rising to the challenge of building a viable green economy for the 21st Century that serves our people and strengthens our businesses.

Illinois Jobs Now! will invest $31 billion in the Illinois economy over six years;  access more than $3.7 billion in American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds; and support more than 439,000 Illinois jobs.  It features $14.3 billion for roads and bridges, including $9.8 billion for the multiyear road program, $4 billion for new projects, and $500 million for local projects. 

The plan’s $7 billion for developing a 21st century transportation network includes $2.7 billion to Chicago-area public transit and $300 million to downstate transit districts, leveraging up to $2.7 billion in additional federal funds; $400 million for high-speed rail, which could access up to $2 billion in ARRA funds; $380 million for airport improvements and $110.5 million for the third Chicago airport project; $322 million for the Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency Program (CREATE);  $150 million for conventional intercity rail transit (AMTRAK); and $10 million for an electrification transportation alternative fuel car-sharing program. 

The capital program also features $3.6 billion for preschool through 12th grade education, including $3 billion for the school construction program; $200 million for the school maintenance program; $196 million for charter schools; $100 million for a new school energy efficiency retrofit program; $75 million for vocational education at Chicago Public Schools; $45 million for a new early childhood facilities program; and $10 million for student laptop computers. 

The plan’s $1.5 billion for higher education features $788 million for public universities, $400 million for community colleges, and $300 million for private universities.    The $830 million available for community development includes $300 million for parks and recreational facilities; $150 million for health care facilities; $130 million for affordable housing, including projects for veterans and persons with disabilities; $100 million for museums; $100 million for public libraries; and $50 million for community health center construction. 

A total of $2.5 billion has been allocated for economic development projects, including  $715 million for state facilities; $425 million for weatherization and energy efficiency programs; $50 million for broadband deployment; $38 million for River’s Edge and Brownfield projects to clean up contaminated sites; $25 million for the Prime Sites program to develop local infrastructure and create jobs; $15 million for the creation or retention of jobs in economically depressed areas; and $10 million for a fresh food program to bring grocery stores and other fresh food retailers into communities that need them. 

Environmental projects are funded to the tune of $1.3 billion, including $516 million for drinking water and wastewater revolving loans; $250 million for projects such as levees, flood walls and drainage structures; $225 million for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program; $128 million for Army Corps restoration programs; $75 million for the leaking underground storage tank program; $41 million for dam removal and repair; $25 million for the Open Land Trust Program; $10 million for dam safety programs; and $8 million for the “Mud to Parks” parkland restoration program. 

Funding for the $31 billion Illinois Jobs Now! plan will be provided by a combination of state debt and federal and local matching funds. The 20-year bonds issued to provide funding for the State’s $13 billion share of this six-year capital program will be supported from fee and tax increases.  Existing monies deposited into the Road Fund will provide up to $150 million per year for the repayment of the debt.  Debt repayment will also come from fee increases.  Motor Vehicle Certificate of Title fees will increase from $65 to $105; transfer of registration fees will increase from $15 to $30; passenger and “B” truck registration fees will increase from $79 to $99; and drivers’ license fees will double.  Additional sales taxes on candy, sweetened tea, coffee, grooming and hygiene products, wine, spirits and certain beer products will also help retire the debt, and video gaming terminals should raise about $300 million annually. 

A complete list of specific projects can be found at www.JobsNow.illinois.gov.  

ILLINOIS TBED AND BROADBAND INITIATIVES
Gov. Pat Quinn recently signed into law a six-year, $31 billion Jobs Now plan and smaller capital bill supporting science and technology research and commercialization and broadband deployment. The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) will administer several of the grants. 

Funding for the Jobs Now plan is provided by a combination of state debt and federal and local matching funds. The bill allows the state to access more than $3.7 billion in federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds. Taxpayers, however, will face several fee increases to pay for the 20-year bonds issued to provide funding for the state's $13 billion share of the six-year capital plan. 

The bill allocates $50 million to DCEO to support broadband deployment in order to expand and strengthen existing broadband network infrastructure, health technology, telemedicine, distance learning, and public safety. Another $15 million is appropriated from the Build Illinois Bond Fund to provide grants, loans, and other investments to emerging technology enterprises to support and encourage commercialization of tech-based products and services, tech transfer projects involving the promotion of new or innovative technologies, and R&D projects. 

Gov. Quinn also signed HB 312, referred to as the mini-capital bill, making appropriations for several projects that were included in his budget proposal (see the March 25, 2009 issue of the Digest). New appropriations include:

· $60 million to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for design and construction of a Petascale Computing Facility;

· $17 million to Fermi National Accelerator Lab for the Illinois Accelerator Research Center; and,

· $13 million to Argonne National Laboratory for the Advanced Protein Crystallization Facility.

The governor signed several appropriation bills for FY10 operational costs, including SB 1216, which appropriates $8.2 million in general revenue funds for DCEO operations. Another $18.5 million is allocated for DCEO operational expenses, awards, grants, and permanent improvements. To help address the budget deficit, Gov. Quinn signed SB 1433, which authorizes the transfer of various funds to the general revenue fund. This includes $13.4 million from the Renewable Energy Resources Trust Fund, $2 million from the Workforce, Technology & Economic Development Fund, $2.2 million from DCEO Energy Projects Fund, and $1 million from DCEO Projects Fund.
Several other bills of interest to the tech-based economic development community have been approved by the legislature and are awaiting the governor's action. They include:

· HB 852 - creates the 21st Century Workforce Development Fund Act to promote the state's interest in the creation of a diverse and skilled workforce. The fund would support strategies that promote workforce development activities to prepare individuals for jobs in energy efficiency and renewable energy industries, among others.

· SB 1570 - creates the School Wind and Solar Generation Program to fund wind and solar generation projects for school districts and community colleges. 

· SB 1906 - Amends the Illinois Finance Authority Act to authorize bonds for clean coal projects, coal projects, and renewable energy projects. The bill also increases and reallocates the authorization for these projects.

· SB 2150 - Creates the Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources Fund as a special fund in the state treasury for use by the Illinois Power Agency to procure renewable energy resources.

Currently pending in the legislature, SB 1522 would set aside $25 million in grants and tax credits to help biotech, pharmaceutical, and medical-device startups commercialize new technologies. The Emerging Technologies Industries Act would set aside $10 million in state funds annually for matching grants to Illinois startups that obtain SBIR grants and create a $15 million tax credit program for state registered and qualified investors in early-stage life science companies, reports BioRegion News. 
TOP SEVEN IRS TAX TIPS - FOR THOSE STARTING A NEW BUSINESS

Anyone starting or thinking of starting a new business should be aware of their federal tax responsibilities. Here are the top seven things the IRS wants you to know if you plan on opening a new business this year.

1.    First, you must decide what type of business entity you are going to establish. The type your business takes will determine which tax form you have to file. The most common types of business are the sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation and S corporation.

2.    The type of business you operate determines what taxes you must pay and how you pay them. The four general types of business taxes are income tax, self-employment tax, employment tax and excise tax.

3.    An Employer Identification Number is used to identify a business entity. Generally, businesses need an EIN. Visit IRS.gov for more information about whether you will need an EIN. You can also apply for an EIN online at IRS.gov.

4.    Good records will help you ensure successful operation of your new business. You may choose any recordkeeping system suited to your business that clearly shows your income and expenses. Except in a few cases, the law does not require any special kind of records. However, the business you are in affects the type of records you need to keep for federal tax purposes.

5.    Every business taxpayer must figure taxable income on an annual accounting period called a tax year. The calendar year and the fiscal year are the most common tax years used. 

6.    Each taxpayer must also use a consistent accounting method, which is a set of rules for determining when to report income and expenses. The most commonly used accounting methods are the cash method and an accrual method. Under the cash method, you generally report income in the tax year you receive it and deduct expenses in the tax year you pay them. Under an accrual method, you generally report income in the tax year you earn it and deduct expenses in the tax year you incur them.

7.    Visit the Business section of IRS.gov for resources to assist entrepreneurs with starting and operating a new business.
To get the latest IRS news and products and services, subscribe to e-News for Small Businesses on IRS.gov at http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=154825,00.html, click “Subscribe Now” at the bottom of the page and enter your e-mail address.
The IRS Small Business and Self-employed Tax Center at http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/index.html has more information about starting and operating a new business.

IS CERTIFICATION RIGHT FOR YOU? - FREE WEBINAR ON THURSDAY, 8/13

The Illinois PTAC at the Women's Business Development Center and the SBA invite small business owners and entrepreneurs to attend a free webinar.   This webinar session will provide information to individuals, small business owners and entrepreneurs about certification for women owned businesses.   "Is Certification Right for You?" will be held on Thursday, August 13th.   It will begin at 1:00pm and is scheduled for 90 minutes.

The webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool.   ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you.   It is also very easy to use.

To register, please send an email to: laura.cawley@sba.gov with WEBINAR RESERVATION and the SESSION DATE you wish to attend, in the subject line.   Include your name, phone number, and if applicable, company name.   You will be sent an email two days prior to the event, confirming your registration.   It will also include the toll free conference dial in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar.   Register today, space is limited !
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - NATURAL ENRICHMENT INDUSTRIES

Natural Enrichment Industries, LLC (NEI) is based in Sesser, Illinois  and manufactures a food grade Tricalcium Phosphate (TCP) for human and pet food health diets. 

NEI is located in a recognized federal HUB Zone area and is certified by the Small Business Administration (SBA) as a woman-owned business.   The business began operations in April of 2001 with 6 employees and presently has over 20 people on its payroll.  Recently, because of the need for export expansion, the company has purchased an additional closed facility located in Herrin.

The company is presently one of the largest producers of tricalcium phosphate (TCP) in the United States.   NEI’s further growth goals are central to keeping the manufacturing process in Illinois, while exporting to any part of the world.

NEI became a client of the Illinois SBDC ITC at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 2005, when it began using the services of the ITC to research export markets and develop its international business strategy.  In the fall of 2005, NEI participated in an in-depth market research project organized by the ITC at SIUE. Six senior and graduate business students from SIUE prepared an international marketing plan for Mr. Bill Kuzma Sr., Vice-President of NEI, making various recommendations for potential target markets and exporting strategies. Canada and Mexico were selected as the best markets for NEI.    

With guidance of the ITC at SIUE, NEI has participated in overseas trade delegations to Italy, Germany, Poland, China, Malaysia and Chile. This client is scheduled to participate in the next DCEO trade delegation to India.    NEI has worked with the State of Illinois foreign offices in Canada, Mexico, Western and Eastern Europe, and Hong Kong, in coordination with the SBDC ITC at SIUE. 

On June 29, 2009, Natural Enrichment Industries (NEI) was recognized as one of seven recipients of the Governor’s Export Award in the category of New Exporter. 

Congratulations to NEI on receiving their recent Governors Export Award in June and also to the Illinois SBDC ITC at SIU-E for their success in assisting this client in exporting throughout the world.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CONFERENCE STATUS
Setting a conference status to "Cancelled" now automatically clears the "Reportable" check box and displays a message indicating this was done.   Note that the Reportable checkbox is not disabled (you can still re-select it for the cancelled conference if you wish).

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.WORKFORCE3ONE.ORG 

Workforce3 One, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Labor/Employment and Training Administration (ETA), is an interactive communications and learning platform designed to build the capacity of the Workforce Investment System (WIS) to develop strategies that enable individuals to be successful in the 21st century economy.  This platform provides online insight into the skills and competencies required by business and industry through the innovative workforce solutions identified by a wide range of strategic partners and grantees. 

Workforce3One: 

· Allows the workforce system, educators, business and industry, and others to share their innovative approaches, products, and tools; 

· Offers online learning events (webinars) that highlight promising practices and provides a space to share ideas; 

· Provides a vehicle for ETA to share information and products developed at the national level; 

· Serves as a key point of dissemination for the approaches, products, and tools for High Growth, Community-Based Job Training grants, and Workforce in Regional Economic Development (WIRED) Initiative; 

· Offers a current searchable database of 3,500 learning modules with additional material added weekly; and 

· Provides and supports collaborative workspaces to allow individuals associated with the WIRED initiative regional economies to share information to support their socially networked leadership groups, partnerships, and strategies. 

Workforce3 One is an invested community of system stakeholders who share best practices and model demand-driven and regional economic development strategies at work. 

This week, we were sent a recommendation to include www.workforce3one.org as the Website of the Week.    We want to thank Mr. Steve Groner, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia for letting us know that he finds useful information on this site and for suggesting we share it with the IEN.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - 2009 GSA PRODUCTS AND SERVICES EXPO

The 2009 GSA International Products and Services Expo was held June 8th -11th, 2009 in San Antonio, Texas.  Presentations were given by representatives from the GSA, SBA, U.S. Department of Agriculture and other federal agencies.  Topics ranged from the USDA Bio-Preferred Program and other "green information" to small business instructions on marketing products and services.   If you are interested in accessing these presentations, please follow the link provided.

http://www.expo.gsa.gov/admin/display.cfm
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - IEN DIRECTORY

Although the IEN Directory being on CenterConnect is not new, we did want to bring it to your attention this week.   During this past week, there have been several edits and corrections made to it.   We would suggest that you review it to be sure that the information for your Center is correct.   If you use a printed copy as a reference and have not printed a copy in a few weeks, you may want to do that now.   This document is certainly changing all the time and as a living document, we need your help to ensure it is accurate.    If you find changes that need to be made regarding your Center information in the Directory, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator and let them know.    Thank you.

FOCUS ON THE STRATEGIC PLAN

The Strategic Plan has many purposes.   One that we want to remind you of this month is that it is a critical part of the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) Accreditation Process.   The Illinois SBDC will be going through that review sometime in 2010.   At this time, we do not know when, but will certainly let you know when the dates are set.   It will make our December 2009 Annual Strategic Planning Meeting, that much more important. 

MOVES AND NEWS

Congratulations are certainly in order for Jon and Lindsay Hughes.    Lindsay is the Director of the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College in Carterville.   We have just learned the Hughes family will be expanding with a baby on the way.   The new addition is expected to arrive in the middle of February 2010.   Congratulations to the Hughes Family on this wonderful news.

The Illinois PTAC at Illinois Central College (ICC) in Peoria has relocated.    Effective July 31st, they have moved from their downtown location to the ICC North Campus.    Although the email address for Linda Krendick,, the Director of the Illinois PTAC at ICC will remain the same, below is the new contact information for the Center following their relocation.

Linda L. Krendick

PTAC Director

Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center 

at Illinois Central College

Phone: (309) 690-6818

Fax:     (390) 690-6810

ICC Arbor Hall, Suite 126

5407 N. University Street

Peoria, Illinois 61635

www.icc.edu/ptac 



      

     
 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
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