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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-        The Power of Broadband

-        SBA Lenders Performance as of 6-30-07

-        Whole Foods Market Local Producer Loan Program

-        SBA Size Recertification

-        Website of the Week - www.hypergrow.com/hypergrowarticles.htm
-        Resource of the Week - Onsite Safety - Health Consultation Program

-        Moves and News 

The Power of Broadband
A new Brookings Institution study, by researchers Robert Crandall, William Lehr, and Robert Litan, takes a hard look at the economic effects of broadband deployment. While most casual observers would suspect that broadband deployment is a good thing, there are remarkably few empirical studies that detail its effects on output and employment. This new research indicates that broadband deployment does indeed have positive economic impacts. In fact, for every one percent increase in a state’s broadband penetration rates, employment increases at a rate of 0.2 to 0.3 percent per year. If these figures are aggregated to the national level, we find that this increase could lead to an additional 300,000 new jobs per year. Based on these early findings, the researchers recommend that state policymakers be more aggressive in terms of promoting competition in broadband services. This competition will help reduce costs, improve services, and further hasten deployment efforts.  Access the June 2007 Brookings Institution paper, The Effects of Broadband Deployment on Output and Employment: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of U.S. Data, by Robert Crandall, William Lehr and Robert Litan.(Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde). 

SBA Lenders Performance as of 6-30-07

Attached you will find the SBA Lenders Performance listing  as of the end of June 30, 2007 for Federal Fiscal Year 2007.

Whole Foods Market Local Producer Loan Program

Please see the note below from Whole Foods Market regarding their Local Producer Loan Program.

Dear SBDC Director, 

Whole Foods Market recently started a new program to provide low-interest, long-term loans to small producers around the country. We would very much like to let small producers of food products in Illinois know about the program. Do you have a list of financing resources which you provide to those who visit the SBDC offices? If so, we would truly appreciate inclusion.

Click here http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/products/locallygrown/lplp/index.html  for an overview of the program. We are very excited about the opportunity to help small producers, but our biggest challenge so far has been spreading the word.
I appreciate your time and look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks,

Jenny Brown

Whole Foods Market

Associate Coordinator | Local Producer Loan Program

550 Bowie Street, Austin, TX 78703 

office: (512) 542-0874 | fax: (512) 482-7874

email: lplp@wholefoods.com 
SBA Size Recertification

New SBA Recertification Regulations to Help Small Businesses Obtain Government Contracts - Large Corporations to be Eliminated from Database Within One Year - On June 30, new U.S. Small Business Administration regulations took effect that require companies with federal contracts to recertify their size status as “small businesses.”  These actions will increase opportunities for more small businesses to receive contracts from the federal government.

Recertification is necessary because federal agencies have been able to count all contracts originally awarded to small businesses as small business contracts for up to 20 years, even if those companies were acquired by large corporations.

Starting June 30, any small business that merges or is acquired must immediately “recertify” its size.  If the company is no longer small, the contract continues, but the federal government can no longer count it as a “small” contract.  Federal agencies will also immediately modify all existing long-term (over five years) contracts to require small businesses to recertify their size status for acquisitions, mergers and novation requests and to recertify their size status prior to an option being exercised.  All existing contracts of less than five years will recertify when their first option is exercised.  The vast majority of these contracts have one-year options.

Under these rules, most large businesses credited with small contracts will no longer be counted as small, effective June 30.  Nearly all the remaining large businesses will be scrubbed from the database within a year.  As a result, federal agencies will need to increase efforts to identify and contract with new small businesses to meet their small business contracting goals – 23 percent as directed by Congress.

Because more than five million actions are recorded in the federal government’s contracting database each year, as a practical measure contracting officers are being allowed to review short-term contracts as they are renewed annually.

OTHER STEPS - Also this summer, SBA will launch its Quick Market Search tool, an enhancement to the Dynamic Small Business Search database, part of the Central Contractor Registration database which is a component of the government-wide Integrated Acquisition Environment.  The Quick Market Search tool will allow contracting officers to identify vendor pools under each of the socio-economic preference programs, including women-owned small business, 8(a), small disadvantaged business, HUBZone (historically underutilized businesses), and service-disabled veteran-owned small business.

SBA will also transfer responsibility for front-line small business procurement counseling and training from procurement center representatives (PCRs) to its district offices and resource partners, significantly expanding national coverage.

In addition, this summer SBA will work on agreements across the federal agencies to have them provide increased contracting opportunities under the socioeconomic procurement preference programs in which they have not met their contracting goals.

These steps will allow agency PCRs to focus on helping agencies provide genuine opportunities for more small firms to enter and develop in the federal marketplace, and in meeting contracting goals.  SBA will train its field staff in these new responsibilities over three weeks in August. 

The recertification regulation is available at The Federal Register’s Web site at: 

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-19253.pdf.    

For additional information on the new upgrades to the DSBS database, visit the SBA’s Web site at www.sba.gov/size, and click on “What’s New?”
Website of the Week - www.hypergrow.com/hypergrowarticles.htm
The Hypergrow program is a business development system for entrepreneurs who desire a consistent, effective, aggressive, and profitable approach to business growth.   The creator of the program, Mr. Curt Clinkinbeard is the former director of the Kansas University Small Business Development Center.   The website link with take you to a series of free articles that are available for use in business publications.   The current and past months articles are accessible from this page.   The July article addresses business competitors and what you can learn from them.   Additional information about the Hypergrow program itself can be found at www.hypergrow.com
Resource of the Week - Onsite Safety and Health Consultation Program 

The Illinois Onsite Safety and Health Consultation Program was established in 1977 to help small businesses meet federal health and safety regulations. They help you identify potential hazards in your business before they become dangerous problems.  This service is delivered by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.  Program staff are trained and approved by OSHA, which means we have reliable, first-hand knowledge of federal rules. But despite these close ties, they do not share information about your company with OSHA.   To learn more or to request their free service, please visit their website at: www.illinoisosha.com or call toll free: 1-800-972-4216

Moves and News 

Mr. Chris Barr, Procurement Technical Assistance Center Director at John A. Logan College is leaving the position on July 15th and will take another job within the College.   He will be the new coordinator for corporate education.  In his new job, Chris will be in charge of a CMS grant that provides training to the business community.  He will also work with state agencies to train state employees.   Best wishes to Chris in his new role with John A. Logan College.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
