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· Website of the Week - www.npr.org/series/120967325/small-business-stories 
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· Moves and News
Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012 – November 12th - 18th 
More than 120 countries planning thousands of events to inspire and connect next generation of entrepreneurs. 
As the world readies for the London 2012 Summer Olympics, another global event is taking shape. Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012, the world's largest celebration of entrepreneurship, will be held November 12–18, 2012 for the fifth consecutive year to encourage existing and aspiring entrepreneurs to unleash innovative ideas, using the marketplace to improve lives and make their mark.  

From Albania to Zimbabwe, thousands of events, activities and competitions will help entrepreneurs reach the next level. Millions of participants will connect with potential collaborators and mentors. Hundreds of new startups will secure funding and spring to life.

An initiative of the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, GEW connects people through activities designed to help them explore their potential as self-starters. National campaigns in 123 countries are in full swing as more than 24,000 partner organizations are expected to hold activities, events and competitions that help form and strengthen the entrepreneurial ecosystems that are responsible for job creation and economic growth. 

Highlights for GEW 2012 include: 

Startup Open: Startups launched since GEW 2011, from more than 60 countries, compete for a free trip to the Global Entrepreneurship Congress in Rio de Janeiro and mentoring prizes with experienced entrepreneurs such as Michael DeLazzer, founding partner and creative mind behind Redbox. 

Startup Weekend: Founder teams in 100 cities go through an intense 54-hour boot camp to create their own startup—competing for local prizes and gaining valuable feedback from a panel of experts. Immediately following GEW, winners compete against one another in a virtual Global Startup Battle. 

GEW Policy Survey: The GEW Policy Survey assesses the most important public policies essential to encouraging startups to launch and scale. A report is planned for release just ahead of GEW. 

Get in the Ring: Hosted in the Netherlands, entrepreneurs present their business plans to investors in an effort to secure up anywhere from €100,000 – €1,000,000 in startup capital. 

Creative Business Cup: New and revolutionary business ideas with strong market potential in the creative industries from more than 25 countries square off in the global finals in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Global Student Entrepreneur Awards: Students who own and run businesses while attending a high school, college or university battle for the title of Global Student Entrepreneur of the Year and their share of more than $150,000 in business support services.

Cleantech Open Global Ideas Competition: Finalists from more than 20 countries unveil potential breakthrough cleantech ideas in one of six industry categories; air water and waste, energy efficiency, renewable energy, green building, smart power and transportation. For the first time, a sub-competition is being held specifically for young cleantech entrepreneurs (from ages 10 – 24). 

Your Big Year: Roughly 50,000 people compete in a series of challenges and quizzes for a shot at the life-changing grand prize—a trip around the world working on projects and meeting global and community leaders, innovators and entrepreneurs. 

World Series of Innovation: Fun, experiential learning is the focus of this global classroom activity that allows students to think creatively and invent new products that address every-day opportunities through one of five innovation challenges.

Organizations supporting GEW include Dell, NYSE Euronext Foundation, Endeavor, Entrepreneurs' Organization, JA Worldwide, Youth Business International, Center for International Private Enterprise, DECA, Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship, Youth Employment Network, MIT Enterprise Forum, Kairos Society, Aspen Network of Development Entrepreneurs, International Labour Organization, Startup Digest and YEC Global.

To view a complete list of participating countries and supporting organizations, or to learn more about Global Entrepreneurship Week, visit www.unleashingideas.org. 

Midwest Clean Tech Conference – Wednesday, September 12th in Chicago 
Save the date for the 5th Annual Midwest Clean Tech Conference, a program exhibiting Midwest clean technology and innovation.  Midwest Clean Tech 2012 is a global marketplace connecting innovators with financiers, management expertise and the global community in partnership with the 2012 International Manufacturing Technology Show. 

For more information, click HERE.
2012 Small Business Influencer Awards – ASBDC Nominated in the Corporations Category

Welcome to the "2012 Small Business Influencer Awards" produced by Small Business Trends and Small Biz Technology and brought to you by BlackBerry. The Small Business Influencer 2012 Awards honor companies, organizations, apps and people who have made a significant impact on the North American small business market. 

WHAT IT'S ABOUT - In phase I, you nominate influencers. In Phases 2 and 3, you and an all-star judging panel will vote for the top 100. It all culminates with honoring the Top 100 Small Business Influencers in mid-August 2012, with an Awards Gala to follow in October 2012, in New York City. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO BE A SMALL BUSINESS INFLUENCER? - A small business influencer is a person, app, company or other organization that has made a meaningful and lasting impact on the North American small business market. Impact may mean (i) providing products widely used by significant numbers of small businesses, or (ii) influencing significant numbers of small businesses by being a thought leader, or (iii) providing information or services of note to significant numbers of small businesses. 

People, apps, companies and other organizations that fall into one of the following six categories may be nominated: 

• Leaders (executives, academics, government officials, or key employees who are part of companies or other organizations serving the small business market)

• Corporations (companies that provide products and services to the small business market, and non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and advocacy and support organizations)

• Journalists (individual journalists, reporters, editors, broadcasters, bloggers, podcasters, freelance writers)

• News Outlets (media companies, newspapers, magazines, broadcasting companies)

• Apps (software applications, software as a service or SaaS, mobile apps, tablet apps)

• Experts (mavens, authors, speakers, consultants, advocates, professionals such as lawyers or CPAs)

Stressing client education, the ASBDC program is the federal government’s largest and most successful management and technical assistance program for small businesses. The program is a partnership program…   Read More 

Voting will end on August 5th.   

To learn more, please click on: http://influencers.smallbiztrends.com/
Program Success of the Week

Our Program Success of the Week this week is actually an outstanding marketing effort undertaken by the Illinois SBDC at the Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago (ICNC).   The ICNC was recently featured on NBC's "Weekends with Whitney" show, where they discussed business development and featured some of the SBDCs clients.

We wanted to share it with all of you, as it is a great example of how they promoted not only the services of the ICNC and Illinois SBDC at ICNC, but were able to generate tremendous publicity for some of their clients.

Our thanks to Andrew Fogaty, Director of the Illinois SBDC at ICNC for sharing this program with us.   

If you would like to watch it, you can find the show here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLZgBqIgz9E&feature=player_embedded
Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
How do I track Web site traffic and statistics for eCenter Direct? - In order to allow you to thoroughly analyze the traffic on your eCenter Direct Web site, we've integrated Google Analytics into eCenter Direct and WebCATS' operations. To take advantage of this out-of-the-box integration, you must perform the following four steps:

Create a Google account for your program, if you don't already have one 

Configure the free Google Analytics service 

Enter the unique tracking ID provided by Google into WebCATS 

Monitor and analyze Web site traffic from the Google Analytics interface 

Note: You can also use our out-of-the-box integration to track Web site traffic on WebCATS. The steps are identical to what we have documented here with the exception that you must enter the resulting tracking ID into a different area of WebCATS, as discussed in the "Step 3..." section of this article.

To learn the details of all four of these steps, please click on the following link: http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/webcats/faq.jsp?id=107
Website of the Week - http://www.npr.org/series/120967325/small-business-stories 

Our Website of the Week this week is a site created by National Public Radio (NPR).   The subject matter of this site is a special series titled, “Small Business Stories: Navigating The Recession”.

This website was sent to us by Marc Violante, Director of the Illinois PTAC at College of Lake County, who thought it might be valuable to share with the Network.   We thank Marc for sending it to us and hope you find it interesting and worthwhile.

To visit this site, please click on: http://www.npr.org/series/120967325/small-business-stories-navigating-the-recession
Resource of the Week - IRS Tax Centers

IRS.gov make it easy to find tax information for specific industries and professions.   To check out all of the available IRS Tax Centers by topic, please click on: tax centers 

What's New On CenterConnect
The Social Media Webinar presentation, consisting  of 69 PowerPoint slides, that was presented on Thursday, 7/19 is now on CenterConnect.   The presenter was Michael Bowers, the Director of the Ohio SBDC at Columbus State.   Mr. Bowers will be making a similar presentation at the ASBDC Conference in New Orleans.

Illinois Products Logo - Buy Illinois Challenge

Also on CenterConnect and attached to this e-mail you will find the one page flyer promoting kickoff event for the new Illinois Products Logo and Buy Illinois Challenge being held at Eli’s Cheesecake on Thursday, August 2nd. 
Moves and News

ASBDC Fall 2012 Conference Hotel Room Reservation Reminder 

During our Fall Conference, stay at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside hotel on Two Poydras Street New Orleans, LA 70140 and enjoy a prime location on the banks of the Mississippi River, adjacent to New Orleans Convention Center, a short four block walk to the French Quarter, and across the street from Harrah's Casino. 

 

We are now accepting hotel reservations for our upcoming Fall 2012 Conference held on September 11-14. The cut-off day for the hotel room rate is August 21, so be sure to book your room before then. Through the following website you can book, modify or cancel your hotel reservations at any time and receive updated information about the event. We look forward to seeing you!

 

Click here to make your hotel room reservation.
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each

Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small

business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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