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In Today’s Weekly Connection:

-  NATIONAL EXPORT INITIATIVE - THREE NEW EXPORT ORIENTED PODCASTS

-  CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES - $30 MILLION AVAILABLE FROM US DOE

-  CENTRAL ILLINOIS GREEN EXPO - IN EAST PEORIA IN SEPTEMBER

-  LEADING MOMS IN BUSINESS - 2010 COMPETITION ENTER BY AUGUST 31ST

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - YEARBOOKSHIRTS

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SOCIALMEDIAEXAMINER.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WORKPLACE RECYCLING TOOLKIT

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
-  DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES
-  MOVES AND NEWS

NATIONAL EXPORT INITIATIVE - THREE NEW EXPORT ORIENTED PODCASTS
The U. S. Small Business Administration is now offering a new set of three export-oriented podcasts offering valuable information on issues and challenges small business exporters may find when dealing with specific countries.  
 

The podcasts, featuring interviews with business representatives from Uganda, Cameroon and Bahrain, are part of a comprehensive effort by SBA to promote and support the President’s National Export Initiative.  The interviews focus on 
what U.S. companies can expect when exporting to those countries and provide information relevant to their respective business and import environments.
 

The podcasts on Uganda and Cameroon include interviews with two women business owners who are members of the African Women’s Business Network, an organization that supports a network of businesswomen’s organizations in Africa.  The podcast on Bahrain features an interview with an official of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce. 
 

The podcasts are available online at http://www.sba.gov/tools/audiovideo/Podcasts/index.html and include transcripts.  They provide valuable information on country infrastructure, types of U.S. products and services in demand, cultural tips on how to do business, and other relevant issues.
 

CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES - $30 MILLION AVAILABLE FROM US DOE
U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced that $30 million in funding from the Recovery Act and FY 2010 budget appropriations will be made available to qualified small businesses to support the commercialization of promising new technologies. This funding announcement builds on the Department's existing efforts under the Small Business Innovation Research program (SBIR) and the Small Business Technology Transfer program (STTR) to develop near-term clean energy technologies and support American small businesses that will play an important role in building the clean energy economy of the future. This is the first time DOE has offered Phase III awards under these small business programs. 
 

Small companies previously awarded Phase II grants through DOE's Small Business Innovation Research program (SBIR) or the Small Business Technology Transfer program (STTR) are eligible.  Projects that include developed technologies with a strong potential for commercialization and impact on U.S. manufacturing and job creation are encouraged to apply.  Successful applicants may receive up to $3 million over three years to research, develop, and deploy new technologies. 
 

Applications are currently being accepted for the following technology areas of interest: 
 

Biomass Technologies 
1.Harvesting/Dewatering Technology for Algal Biofuels Production. 

Buildings Technologies 
1. Transitional Technology for Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLEDs) 
2. SSL Products made from Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLEDs) 
3. “Core” Technology for Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLEDs) 

Fuel Cell Technologies 
1. Advanced Materials for Fuel Cell Technologies 
2. Bio-Fueled Solid Oxide Fuel Cells 

Geothermal Technologies, High Temperature Tools and Sensors 
1. High Temperature Downhole Tools 
2. High-Temperature-High-Volume Lifting 
3. High Temperature Downhole MWD Tools for Directional Drilling 

Industrial Technologies 
1. Sensors and Controls 
2. Industrial Membrane Process Systems 
3. Advanced Materials 
4. Integrated Reaction-Separation using non-thermal processes 
5. Mitigation of Heat Losses, Fouling, and Scaling in key Manufacturing Unit Operations. 

Solar Technologies - Lowering the Cost of Photovoltaics through Innovative Augmentation 
1. Lightweight, Flexible and Low Cost Multi-junction Solar Cells 
2. Static Module PV Concentrators 
3. New Methods of Crystallizing Silicon 

Vehicle Technologies 
1. Technologies to Address Internal Heating in DC Bus Capacitors 
2. Improved Magnetic Materials for Motors 
3. Advanced Materials for Lightweight Vehicles 

Wind Technologies 
1. Advanced Wind Power Technologies and Systems 

Fossil Energy 
1. Pollution control 
2. Advanced power systems 
3. Stationary power fuel cells 
4. Clean fuels 
5. Carbon sequestration 
6. Recovery of oil, natural gas, and methane hydrates 
7. Advances in materials, sensors, monitors, controls, biotechnology, and computational processes 

Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability 
1. Smart Grid Technologies and Systems 
2. Electric Transmission Technologies 
3. Superconducting Technology for Power Equipment 
4. Advanced Materials for Power Electronics and Energy Storage 

Nuclear Energy 
1. Advanced Instrumentation and Control, Radiation Resistant Sensors, and Wireless On-Line Monitoring Systems for Nuclear Power Plant Applications 
 

The deadline for submission of applications is August 4, 2010, at 8pm EST.  
Information regarding applications is available in the funding notice section at: http://www.er.doe.gov/sbir/. 
For more information about the DOE FY 2010 Phase III Xlerator Program please visit http://www1.eere.energy.gov. 
 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS GREEN EXPO - IN EAST PEORIA IN SEPTEMBER
Friday, September 10, 2010 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM  -  Saturday, September 11, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM  -  Illinois Central College - East Peoria Campus / Free Admission and Parking

This 2-day event brings together individuals, families, professionals, and business and community leaders to explore critical issues that impact the sustainability of our region. Organizations and businesses will showcase programs and products that can build a thriving green economy. Make a connection, learn a skill, share an idea, and be empowered to create positive change.

Join us at central Illinois’ premier sustainability event, where you will learn about what it really means to be green. Enjoy the exhibition tent, presentations by leaders and educators; great how-to workshops; fun activities for kids; local food and live music.

See the most recent developments in energy efficiency, renewable energy and sustainable living and learn how to leverage these developments to build sustainable communities.  The Central Illinois Green Expo is produced through the partnership of the following non-profit organizations - Illinois Central College, Peoria County 4-H & Extension Foundation, Lakeview Museum, Tri-County Construction Labor-Management Council, and the Sun Foundation – and is made possible by the support of our sponsors.

For more information about this event, please contact Anthony Corso at 309.694.8444 or e-mail info@cigreenexpo.org You can also find additional information about the Expo at: www.cigreenexpo.org
LEADING MOMS IN BUSINESS - 2010 COMPETITION ENTER BY AUGUST 31ST
Everybody knows one. Like a super hero, she balances running a family with the heroics of running her own business. We’re talking about moms in business, of course. And now, StartupNation is conducting its second annual ranking of these astonishing entrepreneurs and the businesses they run. But, how do we know who’s the best of the best?  We’re leaving that in part to you.  Over the next few months, it’ll be your daily votes that determine the top 200 Leading Moms in Business. In addition our judges will determine special awards and accolades for moms within the top 200 who deserve special recognition. 

The competition is open for entries, so sign up now.  Or, if you know a dynamo mom who should enter, tell her to sign up right away!

Over the next few months, it’ll be your daily votes that will tell us who deserves to be named a winner. The list of the 200 winners will be published and will be ranked according to votes accumulated.  http://www.startupnation.com/leading-moms-in-business/     Enter by August 31, 2010

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - YEARBOOKSHIRTS
This client of the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College recently shared her experience in working with the staff at the Center.   She expresses her appreciation for the help she received and the success she has had to date in starting her business.   We thought we would share a portion of her comments with you as this weeks, IEN Program Success of the Week. 

I was overwhelmed with what the Illinois Small Business Development Center has to offer.  I had no idea they had all the resources that they do.  I had taken a class there on self employment training, and was so very impressed with Pam Schallhorn, Cari Fuller and Shirley Debenedetto.  Extremely knowledgeable.  They were extremely helpful and worked with me day after day.   They were not only helpful in everything I was trying to accomplish, but knew the resources that I needed, and it was all right there at my fingertips and I never knew it.  All I had to do was ask, "how do I do this or how do I do that", and they led the way.  I praise this program for new entrepreneurs such as myself.  I would never have "gotten off the ground" if it weren't for this program.  I have opened up my own business, and will be employing new people, as well as helping keep others employed.  Every little bit helps in this area. Thank You for listening,

Julie Engles
Yearbookshirts
Congratulations to Julie Engles on her success to date and to the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College for their professionalism in providing her with the assistance she needed.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
Can I merge conference attendee lists together or use an existing attendee list as the basis for a new one?
The answer is yes—on both accounts. You can use the merge feature in a conference record to add attendees from another conference to the current conference.
The following steps outline the process for adding attendees from another conference to the current conference:
1. Open, in view mode, the conference record whose attendee list you would like to enhance with another conference's attendee list. Attendee lists can only be edited from the view mode of a conference record. This means that you must first create and save the conference record before you can add attendees to it. 

2. From the Attendee List area of the record, click the Merge button. 
3. WebCATS opens a window that displays all attendee lists at all centers that you have conference view permissions for. To add the members of a list (or multiple lists) to the current list, select the lists' corresponding check boxes. 

4. Select the check box at the top of this window if you would like WebCATS to carry forward the fee information, if any, for the list members being merged. If a member belongs to more than one selected list, only the first occurrence of fee information is merged into your current attendee list. 
5. Click the Add Members button to complete the merge. 
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SOCIALMEDIAEXAMINER.COM
Social Media Examiner is a free online magazine designed to help businesses discover how to best use social media tools like Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin to find leads, increase sales and generate more brand awareness.   They are ranked as one of the top 100 business blogs.  Offering a unique single source of knowledge, the site contains comprehensive articles and videos on how to use the best social media tools, along with original case studies, reviews of the latest industry research and advice direct from the world's leading experts.
Their mission is to help you navigate the constantly changing social media jungle.   To visit them, please click on: http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WORKPLACE RECYCLING TOOLKIT
DCEO's Division of Recycling and Waste Reduction has worked with the Illinois Recycling Association (IRA) and their contractor, Shaw Environmental, to develop a waste reduction toolkit for Illinois Businesses.   
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s RECYCLING WORKS: A Tool Kit for Reducing Waste in the Workplace is designed to provide businesses, schools, universities, and other institutions with up-to-date information to evaluate and establish waste reduction programs that are compatible with operations, cost-effective, and sustainable. Waste reduction programs will vary due to the type, size, available resources, and constraints of each business or institution; as a result, this guide focuses on key concepts and general program design considerations.  Additional recommendations, activities and resources are included to supplement RECYCLING WORKS and provide more specific information to address the unique needs of each business. 
Recycling is one of several waste reduction options available; however, other options such as source reduction and reuse are valuable considerations as well. RECYCLING WORKS presents an overview of the value of waste reduction in the workplace and the steps to plan a waste reduction program tailored to a business’s specific needs, capabilities and goals. Depending on the size of the business and the scope of the waste reduction program, these tasks may be executed by an individual or by a group of people on a task force or “green team”. 
Once a plan is in place, RECYCLING WORKS offers suggestions of how to educate and promote the program to employees, staff or students. It is important that everyone is on board to ensure a successful program. Finally, RECYCLING WORKS provides guidance for monitoring and measuring the success of your waste reduction program. 
While RECYCLING WORKS has been designed primarily to address waste reduction practices in the workplace, we have incorporated related sustainable practices that can be implemented as well to promote a cleaner, greener environment. Measures to reduce energy and water consumption in the workplace are offered, as are tips for reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions in our travel to and from work.
Please find a copy of this new resource on CenterConnect. 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CenterConnect you will find a copy of  RECYCLING WORKS: A Tool Kit for Reducing Waste in the Workplace that is discussed in the item above. 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES 
The following information is provided by the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Rock Valley College as part of their Disaster Assistance Quarterly Report from the period of March 1, 2010 – May 31, 2010.   We thank them for contributing this update.
 

Information on Staffing
 To date Sheila has completed more than fifty percent of the project. This quarter she has completed:
· 11 workshops 

· 46 counseling sessions 

· Met with 38 clients, a total of 95.15 client hours 

· Overall total of 159.25 hours of meeting, workshops, and one-on-one sessions 

 

Outreach Efforts
· Met with Ted Duckett from the Workforce Connection regarding the DAR program and the value the program would add to the Workforce Connection and the small businesses he currently works with.  He will also be speaking to the WIB Board regarding a stakeholders DAR workshop. 

· Attended the Manufactures Council and gave a presentation on the DAR program 

· Met with Jovita Donhue of the City of Rockford regarding the DAR program and workshops 

· Met with Kim Wheeler of the River District regarding DAR Program, she will be presenting the DAR information to the River District Board and membership to see if they would be interested in hosting a DAR workshop.  Kim will also include the DAR information on their website as well as the newsletter. 

· Spoke with Jim Phelps of the Midtown District Association regarding the association hosting a stakeholder’s workshop.  
Training 
The ILSBDC at Rock Valley College workshops are approximately one and half hour which consist of a presentation and evaluation.  Interested participants will continue to the next phase preparing their Business Continuity Plan during a one-on-one session.   The following workshops were completed this quartered have been scheduled for workshops:
 

· March 9, 2010 - SCORE at 9:30 a.m. at Eigerlab 

· March 11, 2010 - Day Care Centers at 10:00 a.m. at YWCA 

· March 18, 2010 - Open Session at the EIGERlab at 1:00 p.m. 

· April 6, 2010 - Bankers Lenders Forum at 8:00 a.m. at Eigerlab 

· April 8, 2010 - Hispanic Chamber at Noon 

· April 8, 2010 - Home Day Care Businesses at YWCA 

· April 15, 2010 - Open Session at the EIGERlab at 1:00 p.m. 

· April 24, 2010 - Home Day Care Businesses and Day Care Centers at YWCA 

· May  11, 2010 – Caldwell Group 

· May 20, 2010 - Open Session at the EIGERlab at 1:00 p.m. 

· May 27, 2010 – Rockford Rescue Mission – Restoration Cafe 

 

Other Activity
Featured in the Rockford Chambers VOICE Newspaper as Guest Column on Disaster Preparedness 
 

Provide a description of the future planned activity related to the Disaster Assistance initiative, including upcoming training, outreach efforts and other planned activity.
 

Upcoming Training:
A number of contacts have been made to various businesses and agencies to set up meetings, business and/or stakeholder workshops:   
· StateFarm Insurance 

· Midtown District Association 

· Amity Society of Freeport Inc. 

 

Outreach Efforts
· Local Emergency Planning Committee 

· NIMCA meeting opportunity to network with businesses 

· Rockford Chamber Minority Council opportunity to network with businesses 

· InCrowd Networking Group - opportunity to network with businesses 

 

Other Planned Activity
· The focus for the upcoming quarter is to obtain success stories 

 

MOVES AND NEWS  

INNOVATION CHALLENGE AWARDS – PROGRAM FUNDS ARE DEPLETED  -  SPECIAL NOTE:  The funding for the Innovation Challenge Award Program have been depleted.   The program, which provided funding to help small companies access technical assistance to assist them with pursuing opportunities through the federal SBIR small business research and development program, is no longer accepting applications.  



 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     


 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===========================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===========================================================
