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SEDAC NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that your free subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org
SUSTAINABILITY AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT SYMPOSIUM

Symposium on Sustainability & Product Development: Innovation in Sustainability, Digital Design, & Advanced Manufacturing http://mmae.iit.edu/symposium/
August 7-8, 2008 - Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL

Product development has become a global competition, consumers and legislators are calling for more sustainable manufacturing processes, and the digital solutions that can help address both these issues are evolving at an ever-faster pace. Small and medium-sized companies can be overwhelmed by the impact these factors can have on even day-to-day operations.

The Symposium on Sustainability & Product Development will offer ideas and networking opportunities to help small and mid-sized manufacturers in the State of Illinois and the Midwest, at large, find new solutions to these issues. The event - organized by the Illinois Institute of Technology's Mechanical, Materials and Aerospace Department, in partnership with Argonne National Laboratory, Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce and the Chicago Manufacturing Center - will bring together business leaders, government officials and academics from the nation's top engineering programs. These experts will share creative successes, new ideas and best practices for maintaining an edge over a world of new competitors. Register Now  at http://mmae.iit.edu/symposium/registration.php

Complimentary Consultation Opportunities - Additionally, selected participants will have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with technology experts from Argonne National Laboratory and the Illinois Institute of Technology for one or two days of personal consultation. These sessions could help companies answer questions on a range of topics, including product and process design, advanced manufacturing and manufacturing sustainability. Learn More at http://mmae.iit.edu/   or at 
http://mmae.iit.edu/symposium 
BIOFUELS AND SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  The University of Illinois will be hosting a Biofuels and Sustainability Conference in Champaign, Illinois on October 21 and 22nd.  

This conference will take an in-depth look at today's biofuels life cycle. It will focus on issues and innovations that can improve the sustainability of this sector. Increasing demand and competition for grain, energy, water, and other natural resources has called into question the feasibility and ethics of biofuels options for meeting energy needs. However, many innovations have been developed and are being investigated to greatly improve the performance of the biofuels industry. This event will provide a systems-based view of the current and future status of biofuels sustainability.

For more information see the conference web page at http://www.wmrc.uiuc.edu/BiofuelsConference/ or contact Dr. Tim Lindsey at the University of Illinois Sustainable Technology Center at 217/217-333-8940 or tlindsey@wmrc.uiuc.edu

UPDATED DATA ON BUSINESS BIRTHS/DEATHS

New Birth, Death, and Employment Firm Size Data - Advocacy funded, U.S. Census Bureau Statistics of U.S. Businesses dynamic data has been updated to 2005.  The data contains firm/establishment births, deaths, and related employment creation and destruction data by firm size, industry, and geographic location.  
From 2004 to 2005, firm births numbered  644,122 and deaths numbered 565,745.  Firms with fewer than 500 employees accounted for 78.9 percent of the net employment growth during this period.  See the dynamic data sections of http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/data.html  for details.  Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK – ILLINOIS PTACS
Now that State Fiscal Year 2008 is in the books and the numbers are final, we wanted to share some of the accomplishments of the IEN Programs during that time period.   Our first highlighted program is one that has just experienced its most successful year ever.    The Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) Program assisted their clients in securing nearly $1 billion in awards during SFY08.    In addition, those clients were able to then create and retain 3,623 jobs. Congratulation to the Illinois PTAC's on these outstanding accomplishments and thank you for your support by assisting Illinois small businesses and the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

How do I delete a saved subset?   -  Saved subsets can be viewed, shared, edited, and deleted from WebCATS' Subset Management window. Available by selecting Tools|Manage Subsets, the Subset Management interface displays all subsets that you have created, as well as those that other users have already shared.  To delete a saved subset, click the delete icon located to the left of the subset.  This icon looks similar to an x. Once this icon is clicked you will receive a message verifying the deletion.  Click o.k. and the subset will be deleted.  Once a subset is deleted it cannot be retrieved and must be created again if needed.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://LIFEHACKER.COM/
Lifehacker is a daily blog that features tips, shortcuts and downloads that help you get things done smarter and more efficiently.    It is a software and productivity guide that includes tricks for streamlining your life with computers.    Launched in early 2005, it is now one of the top ranked blogs, according to Wired Magazine.   You will find over 20 new tips per day in addition to software downloads, web sites, do-it-yourself projects, how-to's, tutorials, short cuts and tips to get things done in the most efficient way.   This is one of those sites to briefly visit regularly to see what things you can use to improve your computer efficiency on a daily basis.   Hope you find it valuable.   To learn more, please visit: http://lifehacker.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - GREEN ENERGY PROGRAM
The Green Energy Program is a one year pilot program through the Illinois Treasurers Office that encourages energy efficient development and improvements by offering low interest loans to businesses, non-profit organizations and local governments in Illinois.   Funds can be used to finance the purchase or installation of energy efficient and renewable energy equipment at participating lenders.   Projects can range from $10,000 to $10 million.    To learn more about this new program that just recently started, please call the Illinois Treasurers Office at: 217-557-6436 or visit their website at:

http://www.treasurer.il.gov/programs/cultivate-illinois/green-energy.aspx
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH 

Last week, the CY 2007 SBDC Annual Report was sent to members of the Illinois Congressional Delegation.    Ten copies of the report were mailed to both their Washington, D.C. office and their Illinois District offices.    We wanted to let you know that they were sent and to remind you of the importance of communicating with all of your stakeholders on a regular basis.    Now that the state fiscal year has ended, we are creating the SFY 2008 Illinois Entrepreneurship Network Annual Report Brochure, which we hope will be completed in about 6 to 8 weeks.   

MOVES AND NEWS 
The IESBGA/ASBDC Conference is now just six short weeks away.   Rooms at the Hyatt Regency are quickly filling up.   If you have not done so already, please make your room reservations and conference reservation soon.    Visit the ASBDC Conference Registration site and the Hyatt Regency Hotel reservations site to make your plans to attend the Conference which is from September 2nd - 5th in Chicago.    You can also volunteer to help at the conference through the website below.  If you have any questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.    The link to the conference information is at: http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/conference.html
POSITION OPENING

Lead Business Counselor/Trainer – Women’s Business Development Center – Chicago.   Please contact Mary Ann Angle at mangle@wbdc.org. 

OVERVIEW - The Lead Business Counselor/Trainer is responsible for partnering with the executive leadership of the Women’s Business Development Center to develop and oversee the Center’s entrepreneurial training programs.  The individual in this position is responsible for conducting various trainings and facilitating individualized and bridge business counseling/coaching to ensure that program goals are met each fiscal year.  This position reports to the Co-Presidents and Vice President.

PROGRAMMATIC RESPONSIBILITIES

    Training

· Schedule all seminars and workshops, ensuring a balance of trainings targeted to prospective, emerging and established businesses

· Act as Lead Instructor for FastTrac Planning and JumpStart training series, identifying and training other team members as appropriate

· Plan and coordinate orientation sessions (Wine & Cheese Introduction to the WBDC)

· Assist with special events and programs of the WBDC, identifying and encouraging the participation of appropriate team members and clients

· Oversee other team members and consultants involved in training to ensure consistently high-quality programming

· Facilitate team meetings to develop and implement new programs, seminars and workshops

· Evaluate effectiveness of training programs, enhancing or eliminating seminars and workshops as necessary

· Plan, implement and oversee logistics for off-site seminars and workshops

· Review all training materials on a consistent basis and update as needed

     Counseling

· As Lead Business Counselor, facilitate individualized and bridge counseling for WBDC clients 

· Oversee and mentor other staff members providing counseling, including the training of appropriate team members

· Coordinate and maintain relationships with service providers included on the WBDC Referral List

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

· Advocate on behalf of the entrepreneurial training programs to WBDC executive leadership

· Implement and interpret policies and procedures. Develop, recommend and coordinate the implementation of new procedures as necessary 

· Oversee all front desk systems and recordkeeping for the training programs, including maintaining the training room calendar to ensure the seamless delivery of services

· Review and approve sliding scale applications for low-to-moderate income clients

· Oversee outreach efforts to prospective clients

SKILLS and QUALIFICATIONS

· 5+ years experience in professional training position, including design, creation and implementation of programs and professional curriculum 

· High level of business acumen, including extensive knowledge of small business development and mircroenterprise

· Understands the organization’s vision, goals, and strategies

· Dynamic public speaking and training skills

· Outstanding communication skills – verbal, written, media, public 

· Ability to work well with diverse groups of people

· Advanced computer applications highly recommended. Word, Outlook, and Excel

· Ability to develop and operate within budget guidelines

· Must be well organized, and have accurate record keeping skills 

· Ability to maintain confidentiality, objectivity and use of good judgment

· Must be flexible in days and hours worked. 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
