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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    Buy Illinois Website 
-    New Sell2 Illinois Website
-    June 2006 Statistical Report
-    New SBA Administrator is Sworn In
-    Smart Energy Design Assistance Center Newsletter 
-    HYPERGROW Article
 

Buy Illinois Website 
The Buy Illinois Network Web site is an important tool that will help Illinois businesses market their goods and services online.  The Web site, www.buyillinois.net  helps consumers and purchasers locate vendors and producers throughout the state, allowing Illinois businesses to sell their products and services to a larger audience.  The Web site is a component of Gov. Blagojevich’s “Buy Illinois” initiative to increase opportunities for Illinois small and medium-sized businesses to more effectively sell their goods and services. The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) developed the Web site, which is free of charge for registering companies, to market Illinois goods and services by linking potential purchasers with producers who are located across the state.  The Buy Illinois Web site replaced the buyillinoisproducts.com Web site, formerly operated by the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA).  Those food processors and producers are encouraged to register free of charge with the new Web site. Illinois consumers spend billions of dollars on goods and services every year, and even a small shift in consumer buying habits to target more in-state buying would be a tremendous boost to the Illinois economy.  
  

New Sell2 Illinois Website
Check out this link:  http://www.sell2.illinois.gov   The idea behind its creation was to provide one website that has all of the links to the various procurement websites and the  Small Business Set-Aside Program and Business Enterprise Program websites.   When you go into the site, please try to look at it from the perspective of a business owner who doesn't know the first thing about CMS or the State's procurement process.  Any comments, questions, or suggestions for improvement are welcome!   Please provide any feedback to Nancy Quoss, Manager, Supplier Diversity & Outreach, CMS Bureau of Strategic Sourcing & Procurement  at nancy.quoss@illinois.gov . Also, take a look at the links at the bottom of the "Small and Diverse Business" page for an electronic copy of the new Sell2Illinois tri-fold brochure and the Working Capital Program that was recently launched between CMS and LaSalle Bank.   

  

June 2006 Statistical Report
Attached to this issue of the IEN Weekly Connection you will find the statistical performance report for several programs in the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network. 
  

New SBA Administrator is Sworn In
The new Administrator for the U. S. Small Business Administration, Steven Preston was sworn in on July 11, 2006.  Please see this 

link http://www.sba.gov/news/06-46.pdf for additional details. 

 

Smart Energy Design Assistance Center Newsletter  

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the July 2006 newsletter is now available at http://www.sedac.org/pdf/ newsletter2_6.pdf     In this issue, you will find articles about: • The prospect of electricity rate hikes in Illinois.  • More from the IRS on energy efficiency tax deductions under EPAct 2005. • Information On How You Can Request A Free Energy Audit.  • Links to Information On How Your Business Can Rebuild After a Natural Disaster.  For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit our website at www.sedac.org.

 

HYPERGROW Article
The August HYPERGROW article is available for free download. Click here for more details. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO PUBLISH THIS! Each month an article based around HYPERGROW YOUR BUSINESS is available at no-charge for your newsletters, websites, or publications. 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
