
-------------------------------------------------------------
THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION
-------------------------------------------------------------

July 14, 2008
 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  FY09 BUDGET 

-  COMPUTER SECURITY WORKSHOPS

-  SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK

-  MOVES AND NEWS 
FY09 BUDGET 

The budget details for the IEN programs are still being finalized for FY2009.   As soon as we have more details about the impact on the IEN programs of the latest developments with the FY2009 budget we will be in touch with all the members of the Network.  We hope to have more information this week.  

 

COMPUTER SECURITY WORKSHOPS

SBA will host no-cost computer security workshops for small businesses around the country.  The workshops are designed to make small businesses aware of the sensitivity of information stored on or transmitted by computer, and to take steps to increase security. The National Institute of Standards and Technology, SBA, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation sponsor the workshops.  Local InfraGard Chapters are co-sponsors.  There is no charge for attendance, but registration is necessary.  Two workshops will be offered in Illinois in September:  September 9 in Springfield and September 10 in Chicago.   

 

Springfield:

September 9, 2008

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

University of Illinois at Springfield

Public Affairs Center, Room C/D

One University Plaza

Springfield, IL

  

Chicago:

September 10, 2008

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Small Business Administration

500 West Madison, Suite 1250

Chicago, IL  

For additional information visit: http://csrc.nist.gov/securebiz/.  Please pass this information along to small businesses that may benefit from this information. 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

The July Small Business Advocate, published by the U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy can be accessed by at 

http://www.sba.gov/advo/july08.pdf.  The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

IN THIS ISSUE

- Top 10 Rules for Review and Reform in 2009 Sought, 1

- Message from the Chief Economist

  Advocacy Seeks Quality Research through RFQs, 3

- Legislative Update

  Home Office Deduction Act; AMT Bill’s Small Business Impact; “Drug Pedigree” Bill, 2

- Regulatory News

  Proposed Real Estate Settlement Rule Examined, 4

  Sarbanes-Oxley Act Relief, 4

  Small Business Review Panel Takes Up Renewable Fuels, 5

  ADA Regulations Proposed, 5

- Research Notes

  Annual Lending Study; Best Paper Award, 6

  High-Impact Firms, 8

- Regional Roundup

  Florida Bill Signed; Louisiana Bill Advances, 6

- News Items

  Legal Interns Join Advocacy, 7

  Mercatus Fellow On Board, 7

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - WESTERMEYER INDUSTRIES, INC.
What began as a back yard work shop in 2001 is now a 30,000 square foot manufacturing facility located in rural Bluffs, which is in Scott County.  The company produces pressure vessel type products that are used in the commercial air conditioning and refrigeration market.  The growing demand for air conditioning and refrigeration products both domestically and internationally provides employment to over 50 people operating on three shifts working 24 hours per day.  The Canadian demand for pressure vessels drove the company to need Canadian Registration Numbers for the pressure vessels crossing the border.  This process, while necessary, is also very costly.  Engineering and approval fees from each providence can add up very quickly.  Westermeyer Industries is a client of the Millikin University Entrepreneurship Center.   A Challenge Grant from the EC provided partial funding to help cover these expenses.  With the Canadian Registration Numbers in place, various pressure vessel products can now be shipped into Canada resulting in sustained and increased employment in this rural Illinois community.   According to Gary Westermeyer, "Our business has grown 57% over the last year.   A large part of the growth is due to expanding into Canada".    Congratulations on their success to Westermeyer Industries and to Connie Beck and Millikin University EC.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - HOW DO I E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS?
WebCATS features a mass e-mail generation feature, which lets you send an e-mail to a grouping of client or contact records or to the members of a mailing or conference attendee list record.   However, because WebCATS relies on an internal, text only e-mail application to perform this function, you are not able to apply special formatting or import objects (i.e.attachments) into any e-mail messages sent directly from WebCATS.

If you need to send an attachment to a grouping of clients or contacts, there is an easy workaround.   You can use WebCATS e-mail feature to generate a listing of all recipient e-mail addresses and then copy and paste those addresses into an external e-mail application such as Microsoft Outlook, as described in the following steps.

1. Generate the listing of client or contact records that you want to deliver your e-mail message to.   With this listing displayed, click the E-Mail button.

2. WebCATS will prompt you to exclude any client or contact e-mail addresses that belong to records with the Include on mass e-mailings? option deselected.

3. WebCATS displays its internal e-mail interface, where all recipient e-mail addresses are listed out in the Bcc field.

4. Easily copy all e-mail addresses by placing your cursor somewhere in the Bcc field, selecting Edit/Select All from Internet Explorer's menu to highlight all of them, and then selecting Edit/Copy to copy all of them.

5. Open your email application and paste the copied e-mail addresses into the Bcc field.

6. Finish composing your e-mail in your external application and send it.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://TRAINING.SBA.GOV:8000/RESPONSE
The Website of the Week will take you a video and audio training program on the SBA website.    This program provides an overview of the role of SBA in the event of disasters.   This program is called: Disaster Recovery - A Guide to SBA Disaster Assistance Programs.    It explains the differences in declared disasters, what programs are available to assist victims and how to apply for that assistance.    On Tuesday, July 8th, a webinar was presented to those members of the Illinois SBDC who were interested in participating, about how to assist clients who are currently victims of floods in our state.    The training video presented in this web link is similar but more inclusive of other disaster assistance programs.    We encourage each of you to take a few minutes to view this video presentation that can be found by clicking on:  http://training.sba.gov:8000/response
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FLOOD RECOVERY INFORMATION & RESOURCES
Although flood waters in some parts of Illinois may be receding, the disaster assistance that is required to assist victims is just beginning.   We wanted to share with everyone, many of the resources that are available to assist those affected by flood damage.   These resources include statewide flood resources, federal resources and other resources including such as the American Red Cross and Midwest Flood Relief Resource Center.    All of these resources can be found on the website of the Illinois Bankers Association (IBA).    You may recall that the Illinois SBDC recently became an Associate Member of the IBA.

Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the many programs and services available to help you assist Illinois flood victims by clicking on: http://www.ilbanker.com/about_Flood08.asp
MOVES AND NEWS 
Congratulations and welcome to Pam Schallhorn, the new Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Rock Valley College in Rockford.    She brings many years of finance and economic development experience to this position.    In addition to her M.A. degree from the University of Illinois at Springfield, Pam worked in the Business Development Bureau of DCEO in the Economic Development for a Growing Economy (EDGE) tax credit program.    We welcome Pam to the Illinois SBDC as she begins her new duties as Center Director today.

We also want to congratulate Mr. Kwa Mister, Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville.     He has recently been named by the Illinois Business Journal as a "Rising Star of Southwestern Illinois".    An article describing his accomplishments and contributions in the Metro East area appeared in the July 2008 edition which was published on July 3rd.    Congratulations to Kwa and our thanks for his contributions of assisting clients through the Illinois SBDC.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
