-----------------------------------------------------------

THE WEEKLY CONNECTION

Entrepreneurship ~ Innovation ~ Technology

-----------------------------------------------------------
JULY 11, 2011
In Today’s Weekly Connection:

· 2011 Governors Home Town Awards – Apps Due August 15th 

· The July 2011 Small Business Advocate

· Direct Sellers - A Free Webinar on July 27th Presented by the IRS

· Local Business = Local Benefits 

· The Top 5 No-No’s for Mompreneurs

· Program Success Of The Week - Caitie Girls Restaurant 

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.ibisworld.com
· Resource Of The Week - ASBDC Conference Workshops
· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News 
2011 Governors Home Town Awards - Apps Due August 15th 

We are pleased to invite you to nominate your community's best volunteer projects for the 2011 Governor's Home Town Award.  Presented continuously since 1983, the Governor’s Hometown Awards Program gives formal recognition to projects that have contributed to their community’s quality of life.  Awards in six community population divisions are made based on six categories:

·         Beautification and Sustainability Projects:   
·         Parks and Recreation Projects:   
·         Memorials and Monuments Projects:   
·         History & Historic Preservation Projects:   
·         Services & Mentorship Projects:   
·         General Projects:  
Applications for awards may be submitted by a variety of community representatives such as local governments, schools, community organizations, chambers of commerce, community action agencies, area agencies on aging, or local job training organizations.
 

A team of impartial volunteer judges will evaluate the applications on need, use of resources, and impact.  Information will be gathered from two sources: the application, and a project presentation to be given in Springfield.  The judges will select the category winners and also nominate one project from each population division to receive the coveted Governor's Cup, a traveling silver trophy which signifies the project deemed most representative of the spirit of Illinois volunteerism.  The 2010 Governor's Cup Winner was a combined entry from the Villages of Camp Point, Clayton, Golden and Coatsburg for a School Fair which provided back-to-school needs for almost one-third of the district's students.
 

All Governor's Home Town Awards winners will be recognized at a reception at the Governor's Mansion this fall.  
Applications are now available on our website at: www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo   Use the "Community Development" link on the left hand side of the homepage, and then the Governor's Home Town Awards link. There are several changes to the process this year so please read all materials carefully.   Nominations must be received by August 15, 2011.  
If you should have any questions, please contact Wendy Bell at: wendy.bell@illinois.gov  or by phone at: 217 / 558 - 2838.
The July 2011 Small Business Advocate

The Small Business Advocate for July 2011 from the U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy is available at www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/newsletter-july-2011.pdf. 

The July issue of The Small Business Advocate features Advocacy’s regional roundtables on women’s business ownership, the chief counsel’s listening tour of West Coast businesses plus regulatory updates and other regional news.  In This Issue:

Message from the Chief Counsel

•     West Coast Businesses Tell Washington: Let Us Innovate! 3

Regional Update

•     Regional Roundtables Explore Women’s Business Ownership, 1

•     Alabama and Florida Coasts Bounce Back from Oil Spill, 4

Research Notes

•     Request for New Research Forthcoming, 1

Regulatory News

•     Gainful Employment Rule Finalized, 2

•     Ongoing SBREFA Panels, 2

Direct Sellers - A Free Webinar on July 27th Presented by the IRS

This FREE webinar is for Direct Sellers and Tax Professionals.   It will be held on Wednesday, July 27th at 1pm.   It is being sponsored by the IRS Small Business / Self Employed Division. Learn about: Who is a Direct Seller? / Basic Tax Information / Business Income / Business Expenses / Travel / Transportation / Meals and Entertainment and answers to the question, Is this an Activity Engaged in for Profit?

To Register, please Click on the following link:  http://www.visualwebcaster.com/IRS/80608/reg.asp?id=80608 

For additional information, visit www.IRS.gov and search Webinars for information about other events.  If you experience difficulty viewing the event, please use the email option on the event page or call 888-858-3240. This event will be archived on the IRS Video Portal for later viewing approximately two weeks after the date of the event. 

Local Business = Local Benefits 

Next time the coffee at your local deli seems weak, consider it’s working much harder than a Starbucks latte. That’s according to a new online tool that gauges the economic impact on local communities of spending at independently owned small businesses, versus national chains.

Launched by Independent We Stand, a Virginia-based advocacy group for independent business owners, the tool shows that for every $10 spent at an independent business, about $6 is returned to the local community in the form of payroll taxes and other local expenditures. By contrast, only $4 is returned by national chains.

The results are based on a study of local retail economics in the Chicago community of Andersonville that found local, independently owned stores contributed more tax dollars to neighborhood development than national chains.  The study, co-sponsored by the local chamber of commerce, also found local businesses paid higher wages, used more local goods and services, and contributed more to community charities and fundraisers.

To see how your next cup of coffee may be helping your community, click on: http://blogs.wsj.com/in-charge/2011/06/21/weaker-coffee-better-roads/
The Top 5 No-No’s for Mompreneurs

As a Mompreneur I know how tough it can be to juggle a new business, family and your personal life – honestly there never seems to be enough hours in the day. But just because you’re strapped for time and/or money, it is not okay to cut corners and compromise your integrity.

Here are the top 5 no-no’s for Mompreneurs

1. Always Asking for Favors
2. Being Non-Responsive
3. Forgetting Important Details
4. Being Rude and Disrespectful
5. Making Promises You Can’t Keep
By being mindful and avoiding these 5 simple business no-no’s you can be secure in maintaining your professional and personal integrity as a Mompreneur.

To find out the details of these 5 no no's and to read this entire article written by Holly Reisem Hanna, please click on:

http://www.theworkathomewoman.com/the-top-5-no-no%E2%80%99s-for-mompreneurs/
Program Success Of The Week - Caitie Girls Restaurant 
Caitie Barker has worked hard to open and grow her restaurant business in downtown Springfield.   Along the way, she had assistance from the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College.   Many of you, on your visits to Springfield, have enjoyed dining at this restaurant which is located in the historic St. Nicholas Hotel.   

On Wednesday, June 29th, the Springfield Chamber of Commerce held their annual Small Business Awards Program.   Caitie Girls Restaurant was recognized for their accomplishments by receiving the "2011 New and Emerging Business" Award.

Congratulations to Caitie Barker and Caitie Girls Restaurant on their award.    Congratulations also to the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College for helping Caitie get her business started and operating successfully.

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  -   Deadline is Today ! ! !
All Illinois SBDCs, Illinois SBDC International Trade Centers and Illinois PTACs,

June 30, 2011 marked the end of the Illinois Fiscal Year 2011, the end of the 1st Quarter for the SBDC SBJA and the half way point for the SBDC CY 2011 reporting period and the end of the Illinois PTAC reporting period.   It is vital that each center compile ALL of its outstanding client information and make sure it is ALL entered into WebCATS by close of business (COB), Monday, July 11, 2011.  It is extremely important that all of the center performance information is entered into WebCATS.   

The information that needs to be entered into WebCATS today includes all new client profiles and client advising activity, all outstanding business advisor notes, all client milestones and any outstanding economic impact information, the required narrative reports and success story profiles.  Please be sure to follow up with your clients and secure any outstanding economic impact verifications to ensure you receive credit for your efforts.   Also, please don’t forget your required Project Status Reports and Financial Status Reports, if applicable.  Thank you for giving this important notice your utmost attention.   

Website Of The Week - www.ibisworld.com
IBISWorld has been working with a number of SBDCs, and they have received positive feedback that their industry research database allows them to provide tremendous value-added consulting in a timely manner that simply wasn’t possible without IBISWorld.  Based on this positive response, they are excited to get the word out to as many centers as possible.  

Counselors report that using IBISWorld's online industry level research reports (on 700 US industries) can save them up to 10 hours/week preparing for client meetings, developing business plans, and helping their clients get loans.  In a matter of minutes, they can get up to speed on all of an industry's operating conditions including: past and forecast industry revenue/growth, industry cost structure, full supply chain analysis, key success factors and external sensitivities, barriers to entry, and much more.  

To watch a demonstration video about how SBDCs are using IBISWorld, please click on the following links: 

Industry Research for Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) – Part 1
IBISWorld Industry Research for Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) – Part 2 Web Demo 

IBISWorld will send a free industry report of choice to each SBDC who simply visits the following link to select an industry title that applies to a current project, and responds with their specific selected industry: CLICK HERE FOR FREE REPORT
Please send your selected industry and request for a report to: troys@ibisworld.com   Troy Schulte, Vice President Business Development at IBISWorld, Inc. Phone: 281 - 772 - 7553 
Resource Of The Week - ASBDC Conference Workshops
As the ASBDC Annual Conference in San Diego gets closer, we wanted to remind you about some of the workshops being offered at this tremendous professional development resource. Those programs listed below require a pre-registration to attend and there is a deadline to do that of Friday, August 12th.  For additional session details, please click on the links below and remember, pre-registration is required by August 12th.
Profit Mastery Facilitator Certification and Consultant Training
 
Certified Business Planning Advisor Training
 
FranklinCovey Facilitator Enhancement Day Program
 
Certification for "Start, Run and Grow Your Biz" Curriculum
 
FastTrac® NewVenture(SM) Facilitator Certification
 
Foreign Trade Regulations Automated Export System Compliance Seminar and Workshop
 
FranklinCovey Leadership Modular Series: Clarifying Your Team's Purpose & Strategy
 
FranklinCovey Leadership Modular Series: Leading Across Generations
 
NxLeveL® Instructor Certification Training

What's New On CenterConnect 
This week on CenterConnect you will find the an eBook from HubSpot entitled the Essential Step by Step Guide to Internet Marketing -  The Building Blocks for Succeeding With Marketing on the Web.
Moves And News 
Congratulations and welcome to Elizabeth Ahern.   She is the new Director of the Illinois SBDC ITC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia.   Elizabeth began her duties at the SBDC ITC on Friday, July 1st.   Welcome Elizabeth!
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates 

on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would 

like to share with the Network please e-mail to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov. Please forward 

this update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
==========================================================
