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30th Annual Governor’s Hometown Awards - Deadline - Monday, July 16th 
The Illinois Department Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is encouraging Illinois communities large and small to submit their entries for the 2012 Governor’s Hometown Awards (GHTA) competition. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the annual event which recognizes those volunteers whose hard work and dedication greatly improve their communities. The deadline to submit applications for consideration is Monday, July 16, 2012.

Awards are given based on population in six project categories: services and mentorship, beautification and sustainability, parks and recreation, memorials and monuments, history and historic preservation, and general projects. Previous award winners include a school fair that provided haircuts, tennis shoes, immunizations and school supplies to needy students; creation of an urban farm and apiary on a hospital parking lot rooftop; establishment of a public access landing on the Pecatonica River; a memorial to 111 coal miners killed in an explosion that resulted in new mine safety laws; restoration of a town founder's home; providing conversational English lessons to Chinese immigrants; and a number of other noteworthy volunteer-driven projects.

Applications for awards may be submitted by a variety of community representatives such as local governments, schools, community organizations, chambers of commerce, community action agencies, area agencies on aging, or local job training organizations.
A team of impartial volunteer judges will evaluate the applications on need, use of resources, and impact. Information will be gathered from two sources: the application and a project presentation to be given in Springfield. The judges will select the category winners and also nominate one project from each population division to receive the coveted Governor's Cup, a traveling silver trophy which signifies the project deemed most representative of the spirit of Illinois volunteerism. The 2011 Governor's Cup Winner was Mascoutah for the establishment of the Little Indians Youth Football Program. 

For more information on the Governor’s Hometown Awards, including application details, visit www.ildceo.net/HometownAwards.  All Governor's Hometown Awards winners will be recognized at a reception at the Governor's Mansion this fall.  
Recommendations to Maintain Illinois’ Leadership in Nanotechnology

Illinois Science & Technology Coalition, Illinois Nanotechnology Collaborative Identify Market Opportunities - The Illinois Science & Technology Coalition (ISTC), a statewide organization that works to cultivate innovation and technology-based economic development in Illinois, recently released a report outlining a road map to encourage collaboration, create business development opportunities, and enhance the economic contribution of nanotechnology to the state of Illinois. 

The report, “2012 Illinois Nanotechnology Report: A Road Map for Economic Development,” was made possible by a U.S. Small Business Administration grant and completed in partnership with the Illinois Nanotechnology Collaborative (INC), an umbrella organization founded to coordinate statewide activities, promote developments, and to identify the challenges and opportunities for nanotechnology development in Illinois.

“Nanotechnology presents endless possibilities to address some of the most pressing challenges we face today and Illinois is uniquely positioned to tap into these growing commercial opportunities ,” said Mark Harris, President and CEO of ISTC. “The combined power of Illinois’ researchers and businesses have created a vibrant nanotechnology industry in the state, which we must continue building by promoting grand challenges to spur economic development by focusing the state’s leadership and funding.”

Illinois has become a leader in nanotechnology from its world class research institutions and federal laboratories, talent, and a cluster of more than 70 nanotechnology companies and start-ups. As identified in this report, the grand challenges to build on this growth fall within the sectors of energy and energy storage, clean water, personalized medicine, and advanced manufacturing. The sectors were chosen by the INC Advisory Board based on Illinois’ unique positioning through research talent and infrastructure, federal funding priorities and high growth potential.   To read the full press release, click here.    To read the “2012 Illinois Nanotechnology Report,” click here
Chicago City Treasurers 11th Annual Small Business Expo - Friday, October 5th  
Please save the date for the 11th Annual Chicago City Treasurers Small Business Expo to be held on Friday, October 5th from 8:30am - 3:30pm.  This event will be held at the  UIC Forum, 725 West Roosevelt Road (Halsted / Roosevelt). 
Additional Expo information can be found at: http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/smallBusinessExpo/smallBusinessExpo.htm
Business Taxes for the Self Employed – Free Archived Webinar 

The IRS has an archived webinar that is very helpful to new small business owners called, “Business Taxes for the Self Employed: The Basics”.   

This recorded webinar covers:
· Recordkeeping 

· Reporting profit or loss 

· Self-employment tax and estimated tax payments 

· Husband and wife businesses

Although you will notice that this webinar was done live in March, 2011, the IRS continues to recommend it for new small businesses, as the basics have not changed.   

Program Success of the Week – Owens Community and Development Group, LLC

Owens Community & Development Group has been buying and renovating homes in the East St. Louis area for the last five years and has helped the growing need for adequate homes for the less fortunate. Business owner Walter Owens decided to change his vision and expand to buying and renovating dilapidated apartment complexes in East St. Louis as well. 

To execute his new plan, Walter realized that he would need a business loan to help him renovate an eight-unit apartment complex which he purchased last year. So in December of 2011, Walter became a client of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville and began working with the Center to draft his business plan to help him obtain a loan. Walter worked extremely hard on his business plan and made contact with SBDC counselors weekly to help him with his progress. 

In May of 2012, Walter was rewarded with the months of hard work that he put in to his business plan. Owens Community & Development Group was approved for a loan to complete the renovations on his eight-unit apartment complex. As a result of this, Owens will now be able to have the complex fully occupied with tenants, which will help his business as a whole moving forward. Not only did writing the business plan help him obtain a loan, it also helped him realized his goals for the future of his company and enable him to maximize his success. 

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
When entering a future conference into WebCATS you will see a red starred field named “date approved.”  This will default to the date of the conference.  Leave this date as is.  You may think you should change it to the date you are entering the information, but that will cause problems later when you try to enter attendance data after the conference.

Website of the Week - www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses 
The SBA is pleased to introduce the new training module, “The WOSB Advantage”– A Guide to the Women Owned Small Business Program.  The training program is featured both in the Government Contracting Classroom: www.sba.gov/gcclassroom and on the Women Owned Businesses webpage: http://www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses.

The self-paced online module, which runs about 22 minutes, is designed to encourage and help women entrepreneurs take advantage of the new WOSB program.  It includes a comprehensive overview of the program; instructions on how to self-certify or engage a third party certifier; and, an extensive menu of resources, including live links to all applicable forms and websites.    

“The WOSB Advantage” is one of several new training courses featured in the Government Contracting Classroom and is designed to help small firms win federal contracts.  

Other training modules currently in the GC Classroom include:

	Training Program
	Topic
	Access Program

	“The WOSB Advantage”   (new)
	How to participate in the WOSB program
	Enter/Register

	The HUBZone Primer
	Guide to understanding and using the HUBZone program
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 1
	Overview of contracting basics & certification programs
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 2
	How the government buys goods and services
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 3
	How to sell to the government
	Enter/Register

	A Veterans Guide
	Help veterans win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	A Guide for Women Entrepreneurs
	Help women entrepreneurs win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Recovery Act Opportunities
	How to win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Business Opportunities
	A guide to winning federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Insight
	Guide to the 8(a) Business Development Program
	Enter/Register


The following link will take you to this website: http://www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses
Resource of the Week – U.S. Patents & Trademark Office Webinar - “Patents”

On Thursday, June 28th, the U.S. Patents and Trademark Office (USPTO) presented another program in a series of webinars being coordinated by the Ohio SBDC.   This program was titled, “Patents”.   Some of the topics covered included:

· What is a patent?

· Why get a patent?

· Who can file for a patent?

· Types of patents

· Requirements for patentability

· How is a patent granted?

· How long does it take to get a patent in the United States?

· Patenting considerations

· Trade secret vs. patent and more

It was an excellent program that included additional sources of help for SBDC Business Advisers and small business owners.   We are making this presentation available to you on CenterConnect.
What's New On CenterConnect
The 50 slide PowerPoint Presentation made by the U.S. Patents and Trademark Office (USPTO) titled, “Patents” which was delivered in a webinar on June 28th, is now on CenterConnect.
Moves and News

Congratulations to Andrew Fogaty, the new Director of the Illinois SBDC at the Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago (ICNC).   Most recently he has been the Director of Outreach at the ICNC, since October 2009.   Prior to that, Andrew was the Director of the Illinois SBDC at ICNC for a year and a half.   Congratulations and Welcome Back to the Illinois SBDC, Andrew ! 

Denise Ching has recently joined the staff of the Illinois SBDC at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UI-C).  We congratulate Denise and wish her well in her new position at the Illinois SBDC at UI-C.   She did not go far and we are happy that Denise is still part of the Illinois SBDC in the Chicago Area.
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each

Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small

business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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