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In Today's Weekly Connection: 
 -        One-On-One Matchmaking Sessions/Workshops/Veterans Special

-        Winners of INNOVATE Illinois 2007 Announced

-        Live Web Chat on “Youth Entrepreneurship”

-        Small Technology Firms and Exporting

-        Website of the Week - www.bizpartnerhunt.com
-        Resource of the Week - Small Business Environmental Assistance   Program (SBEAP)

One-On-One Matchmaking Sessions/Workshops/Veterans Special

One-On-One Matchmaking Sessions - With Government and Corporate Buyers - 44th Annual Illinois Small Business Week www.smallbusinessweek2007.com Training and Procurement Matchmaking Conference - Wednesday, June 27, 2007 -12:30 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. - Navy Pier, Festival Hall - REGISTER NOW - DEADLINE: TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2007. Registration includes: Attendance at Workshops and Matchmaking Conference Register by 6/26/2007 $ 75.00 per person - On-site Registration $125.00 per person. To schedule your one-on-one session with the buyers please contact: D&T Communications - Cynthia Williams (312) 337-5135 or go to www.smallbusinessweek2007.com.  Attached you will also find the schedule for the Workshops being conducted at Navy Pier and information regarding a special Veterans session at the event. NOTE: Veterans that register for the event will be admitted free to the training and matchmaking conference.

Winners of INNOVATE Illinois 2007 Announced 

Thirteen Companies from Across the State Selected to Take Part in Six-Month Mentorship Program and Each Will Receive $10,000 Grant 
Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich recently announced the winners of INNOVATE Illinois 2007, his third annual small business challenge, to recognize and assist some of the most innovative small companies that are contributing to our expanding economy.  Thirteen winners were selected from approximately 100 companies who originally submitted applications and business plans from the Northern, Chicagoland, Central and Southern regions of the state.  Finalists will now participate in an intensive six-month program where they will have access to a variety of essential resources and expertise, including a $10,000 grant, to continue to grow their businesses. Please click http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/News/pr06182997-1.htm to find out more. INNOVATE Illinois is funded by Gov. Blagojevich’s Opportunity Returns economic development program.  
Live Web Chat on “Youth Entrepreneurship”

As part of the U. S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Live Chat series, Arthur Woods, a Young Entrepreneur and Business Owner will answer questions Thursday, June 28, 2007, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., ET.

WHO: Arthur Woods, a college sophomore, a thriving young entrepreneur and the owner of Mission Three (M3) of Washington, D.C., which provides fresh orchard delivery services.

WHAT: Woods will share the story of how at an early age he parlayed his passion for leadership, volunteerism and fundraising into a business based on the core philosophies of health, environment and community.  Woods will also provide insight into the successes and challenges of young entrepreneurship.  Chat participants will have the opportunity to learn more about what it takes to turn a business idea into a reality.

WHEN: Thursday, June 28, 2007 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., ET. Woods will answer questions on teen entrepreneurship for one hour.

HOW: Chat participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking the “Online Business Chat” icon.  Participants may post questions for Woods before June 28 by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/livemeeting/jun07/  and posting their questions online. To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html. 

Small Technology Firms and Exporting

Corporate VC Flows To Slightly Older, Larger, Established Firms - Small technology firms that receive corporate venture capital financing are more likely to be exporters, according to a study http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs306tot.pdf   issued today by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration.

“The study’s findings can be helpful for technology start-ups interested in pursuing venture capital financing,” said Dr. Chad Moutray, Chief Economist

for the Office of Advocacy.  “Firms whose business model relies on exporting will be well advised to actively seek corporate venture capital financing.”

The study found that the chances of a corporate venture capital backed young technology firm deriving more than 10 percent of its revenue from exports are almost 60 times greater than for firms not receiving the funding.  It also found that corporate venture capital tends to flow to technology firms that are slightly older, somewhat larger, and more established than firms not receiving such capital. In 2000, U.S. corporations provided nearly $20 billion in venture capital, a twenty-fold increase from 1997.  That amount was approximately 20 percent of all venture capital disbursed in 2000. 

The Office of Advocacy, the “small business watchdog” of the federal government, examines the role and status of small business in the economy and independently represents the views of small business to federal agencies, Congress, and the President.  It is the source for small business statistics presented in user-friendly formats, and it funds research into small business issues. For more information and a complete copy of the report, visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo .

Website of the Week - www.bizpartnerhunt.com
BizPartnerHunt.com is the internet's leading place on the web to search for a compatible business partner.  The primary purpose of the website is to provide a central online place for current/future business owners to find suitable business partners/investors.  Anyone looking for a business partner/investor can go to the site and post an ad.  All of the ads are reviewed to ensure that they meet the guidelines of the site, this keeps the site free from clutter and unrelated ads.  Unlike other business partner classified ad sites BizPartnerHunt.com does not require any monthly fees in order to browse or post ads.  

 

Having a business partner is not for everyone, but for many it is a must in order to succeed.  Many people have trouble finding compatible business partners within their same business industry.  BizPartnerHunt.com was created to help solve this problem.  Our site is extremely easy to use and very straightforward in its purpose.  Please feel free to visit www.bizpartnerhunt.com to find out more about the website.

Resource of the Week - Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP)
Located in the non-regulatory agency to alleviate fears small businesses may have of contacting the enforcement agency, DCEO’s Small Business Environmental Assistance Program helps small businesses understand and comply with state and federal air pollution regulations.  It serves as a free, confidential and non-regulatory resource for small business.  Resources and services include:

· Toll-free helpline:    800-252-3998 

· Links to state and federal environmental regulations, workshop announcements, permit applications, etc. on the web:  www.ienconnect.com/enviro
· Directory of environmental consultants

· Workshops and educational seminars (workshops for the construction industry coming January 2008)

· Free quarterly newsletter, Clean Air Clips, that highlights regulatory environmental issues affecting small businesses, as well as upcoming events

· Easy-to-read regulatory fact sheets and guides 

· Environmental recordkeeping calendars (dry cleaners, grain elevators, Stage 1/2 gasoline stations)

This successful program has helped almost 113,000 clients since the inception of the program.  Call them at 800-252-3998 or visit their web site (www.ienconnect.com/enviro) to get your environmental questions answered. 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
