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-  SBIR/STTR 2009 NATIONAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 2ND-5TH IN RENO
-  CAPLINES PROGRAM - WORKSHOPS AT SBA DISTRICT OFFICE IN CHICAGO

-  SBA TO OFFER FREE WEBINARS ON 2009 RECOVERY ACT
-  COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 - FOR STATE BIDDERS/CONTRACTORS

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - LGS RENTALS
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - COUNSELING SESSION RECORDS
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SEDAC.ORG
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WINMARK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - MAY MONTHLY AND FFY 2009 REPORTS

-  MOVES AND NEWS
NEW REPORT ON SMALL, GREEN BUSINESSES UNVEILED

The Center for Small Business and the Environment (CSBE), a nonprofit organization that promotes green entrepreneurship released on June 10th a new report showcasing the important role entrepreneurial, green small businesses play in the U.S. economy.
The report titled, "Small Wonders", describes scores of successful models, technologies and programs whereby small business owners are reducing energy use profitably through increased energy efficiency and use of small scale, on-site renewable energy technologies (micropower). 

NSBA is profiled in Small Wonders for its work in advocating for increased governmental assistance for small business owners seeking improved energy efficiency and an enlarged role for small business in federal environmental and energy policy decisions.  The report also includes recommendations for federal action that will help spur green entrepreneurship.  

The full Small Wonders report, as well executive summaries, is available by clicking on the following link:

http://www.smallwondersreport.org/report.html
SBIR/STTR 2009 NATIONAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 2ND-5TH IN RENO
The Nevada Small Business Development Center is hosting the 2009 National SBIR Conference from November 2nd through 5th, 2009. This is an ideal opportunity for high technology, start-up companies to find out how to take advantage of the $2.3B available from the government’s Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs -  the largest source of funding for pioneering business ideas. This exciting conference brings a national audience of dynamic, R&D-focused small businesses and entrepreneurs, university faculty, primary and medium sized contractors and potential collaborators into direct contact with the representatives of eleven federal agencies providing SBIR/STTR funding. The conference takes place at John Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks and is the only such conference in 2009 and is the first such conference in the West for many years.
 

The agenda provides access to over 40 presenters including SBIR/STTR Program Managers from the eleven participating federal agencies (the units within the Department Of Defense, Health and Human Services, the Department of Energy, the Department of Commerce, the Department of Education, the Department of Transportation, NASA, the National Science Foundation, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of Agriculture), proposal preparation experts, business and commercialization specialists, follow-on investors and contracting companies that have achieved success in SBIR/STTR funding.  Optional pre-and post-conference sessions and speed networking sessions extend the value of this conference.  

 

Sample Topics and Breakout Sessions
• Federal Agency and SBIR/STTR Program Overviews

• Small Business Participation in SBIR

• Proposal Preparation and Submission

• Strategies for Start Ups

• Finding and Working with Prime Contractors

• Legislative Updates

• Commercialization Planning and Assistance

• Financial Food Chains

• Evaluating Readiness for Funding

• Company and Intellectual Property Valuations

• Data Rights and Patent Issues

• Technology Transfer Agreements with Universities

• Partnering with Federally Funded R&D Centers and Universities

• Optional One-on-One Sessions and Speed Networking

• Exhibitor displays (in Exhibit Area)

 

To learn more, please visit the conference website, which is: www.unr.edu/SBIR-STTR2009
CAPLINES PROGRAM - WORKSHOPS AT SBA DISTRICT OFFICE IN CHICAGO

SBA’s CAPLines program will help your bank’s small business customers get the working capital they need to support ongoing operations. This is a significant need in the current economic environment, as shown by the inclusion of the Dealer Floor Plan pilot by SBA.
On Wednesday, July 8th, 2009 at 9:30am and again on Thursday, July 9th, 2009 at 1:30pm, the staff of SBA’s Illinois District Office will be conducting a workshop on the CAPLines program.  In this workshop we will explain CAPlines eligibility standards and show how to prepare a CAPLine guaranty application.

The workshop will be held at SBA’s Illinois District Office, 500 West Madison, Suite 1250 in Chicago.  To make a reservation to attend or to get additional information about the workshop, please call Steve Konkle at 312 - 886 - 4208.

SBA TO OFFER FREE WEBINARS ON 2009 RECOVERY ACT
The U.S. Small Business Administration will present FREE webinars for Small Business Owners and Entrepreneurs through ReadyTalk.  These sessions will provide information pertinent to small business owners and will share the new developments on SBA’s programs related to The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The series is scheduled to run on selected Tuesdays at 9:00am and should last about 40 minutes with a Q & A session at the end of the program.  
The ReadyTalk system is a call-in and web site login system which provides an audio presentation over the phone and a video presentation over the internet.  All that is needed to participate is a computer with internet access and a phone to call a toll free number. 

Select sessions will incorporate featured presenters which will include the Internal Revenue Service Officials to discuss tax incentives, Economic and Community Development Institute to discuss the Microloan Program and KeyBank to discuss lending and vital Key programs.  

June 23, 2009              - SBA Programs – will share updates on SBA’s programs

July 07, 2009               - KeyBank – will discuss lending and Key Programs

July 14, 2009               - SBA Programs – will share updates on SBA’s programs

July 21, 2009               - Internal Revenue Service – will share tax incentives affecting small business

These Webinars are FREE however please make a reservation by sending an e-mail to Shannon.Feucht@sba.gov  and indicate which sessions you are interested in attending. 

COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 - FOR STATE BIDDERS/CONTRACTORS

!!!!!  IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 !!!!!  -  This has to do with restrictions on campaign contributions and solicitations by State contractors and bidders
Effective for bids/proposals due June 27, 2009, and after, vendors must submit with their bid/proposal a copy of the registration certificate stamped by the Illinois State Board of Elections.  This stamped registration certificate must be included in the sealed bid/proposal package.   If not included, the bid/proposal must be rejected.

The emergency rule allowing a five day grace period to submit the stamped registration certificate expires on June 26, 2009.  Any later date referred to in the emergency rule applicable to the five day grace period is not applicable.  Permanent rules to be adopted on June 27, 2009, will not contain a five day grace period.

For more information go to http://www.elections.il.gov/BusinessRegistration/Welcome.aspx   

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - LGS RENTALS
Every Center in the IEN knows the importance of a well thought out and well written business plan.   You stress that with clients each and every day.   It is still a nice feeling, when the client realizes that what you have been emphasizing all along, is indeed their key to success.

LGS Rentals of Mount Vernon, a client of the Illinois SBDC at Rend Lake College, is this week's IEN Program Success of the Week.   They learned firsthand how important a good business plan is, and demonstrated that in a letter recently sent to the staff at the Center.    Here is a portion of that letter.

Dear Curt Mowrer and Nicholas LeMay;

We greatly appreciate the extra attention you have given LGS Rentals in the past few months.   You have had such an impact on the Business.

Not only was the "Business Plan" a success in obtaining a loan, but my business has shown improvement and my self esteem as well.    As you know, this was the first time in my business career pursuing such a large business loan.   A number of banks had refused my request for that sum of money.   Without a business plan, I found I was wasting my time and everyone else's time when asking to apply.

We absolutely guarantee that if you do not have a business plan in place, then you will definitely be denied.   You will be quite fortunate if you are not laughed out of the building.  The truth of the matter is, if you have a viable business plan in place ready to show the bank, then you are well on your way to success.

With a heart of gratitude, we thank you for your help in the development of the "Business Plan" for LGS Rentals.   Again, thanks for your encouragement and helpful suggestions.

Sincerely,

LGS Rentals

Congratulations to LGS Rentals on obtaining their loan and to the Illinois SBDC at Rend Lake College for helping this client create a successful business plan.


GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - COUNSELING SESSION RECORDS
The question we want to answer today is, "Can I create a counseling session record for a pre-client?"  The answer is Yes.

In fact, you can create all types of client activity records (counseling session, milestone, award and investment) for pre-clients.   But there is a catch.  WebCATS will automatically designate those activity records as non-reportable and you will not be able to change this designation as long as the client record has a status of pre-client.

Note: This is true even for counseling sessions that have multiple clients in attendance.  If just one of the clients in attendance has a pre-client status, the entire counseling session record will remain non-reportable for everyone involved.

Pre-clients can easily be promoted to active client status by clicking the Make Client button found at the top of pre-client records.  Promoting a client record from pre-client status to client status, however, does not automatically convert those activity records previously assigned to the client to a reportable status.  If you need to make any of these activity records reportable, you must edit each one individually.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SEDAC.ORG 

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) provides advice and analyses enabling private and public facilities in the State of Illinois to increase their economic viability through the efficient use of energy resources. SEDAC is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Community and Economic Opportunity in partnership with ComEd and Ameren Illinois Utilities and provides valuable services at no cost to for-profit businesses and public facilities. SEDAC is managed by the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the 360 Energy Group.

The June 2009 SEDAC Newsletter is particularly interesting, with articles about DCEOs Bureau of Energy and Recycling Programs under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Smart Energy Courses being offered this summer and an update of Year 2 of the Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standards from the DCEO, Com Ed and Ameren Illinois Utility.   To access the June Newsletter as well as other archived newsletters, please click on the website below.

http://smartenergy.arch.uiuc.edu/html/what_newsletters.html
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WINMARK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

The Mission of Winmark Business Solutions (WBS) is to Create, Support and Finance small businesses by providing:

· Innovative solutions to everyday problems 

· Financing for entrepreneurs 

· Education and comprehensive information on everything from starting a business, to running a business, to selling a business 

· Cost effective, timely resources for business-critical needs all in one place 

Their vision is to build an educated business community and to strengthen the economy by providing small businesses with the most comprehensive online business resource in the world. 

Winmark Business Solutions is a FREE one-stop resource for all your business information needs. 

· A 6,000+ page Resource Guide at no cost to you! 

· Topics posted by other small business owners 

· New PeerSphere communities connect you with other small business owners 

· Effective information on managing, training and retaining employees 

· Tools to help you better manage your assets 

· Think Tank discussion forums 

· Downloadable business and legal forms, checklists, calculators and many other business tools Up to date articles from industry experts 

Winnmark Business Solutions was an exhibitor at ASBDC in Chicago and will also be participating in the ASBDC Conference in Orlando.   To learn more about the free resources they have to offer, please visit them at: www.wbsonline.com 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - MAY MONTHLY AND FFY 2009 REPORTS

Two new reports are now available on CenterConnect.    The May 2009 Monthly Report has been added.    In addition, the Illinois SBDC Performance Report for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2009 is now available.   This report covers the time period of 10/1/08 through 5/31/09.   It also compares data from the same time period from the year before.   We encourage you to take a look as you may find the results surprising.   This current fiscal year to date, in many measures, is ahead of the performance pace from the FFY 2008 totals at the end of May.   This FFY comparison report is provided regularly to SBA and we wanted to share it with you as well.   
MOVES AND NEWS
We are very saddened to share the news that Roger Luman passed away on Wednesday, June 17th.   Roger has worked at Bradley University for many years and most recently was the Director of the North Central Entrepreneurship Center.   He has held many positions at Bradley, including SBDC Director.   Roger was a good friend and peer and he will be greatly missed. Our condolences go to the Luman Family from the entire Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.   
ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK EVENTS

Below is a sampling of the events taking place this week in celebration of Illinois Small Business Week.    You can also go to the link below to view this years’ Illinois Small Business Award recipients.  
http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_2009_sbw_recipients.pdf 

Illinois Small Business Week – 2009 Events



                 


Date     City                  Host / Sponsor                                     Event
6/23      Carbondale       Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship  

In Good Company – A Tribute to 

                                       Center                                             

 the Regions Entrepreneurs

                                                                                               

 Luncheon at the Dunn-Richmond

                                                                                                

Economic Development Center

6/23      Rockford          Rock Valley Entrepreneurship Center     
 3rd Annual Stateline Fast Pitch -  

                                                                                                

Business Plan Competition

                                                                                                

Held at the EigerLAB 

6/24      Chicago            Illinois SBDC at Duman Center               
How To Write A Business Plan - 

                                                                                                

Planning Your Roadmap to

                                                                                                

To Success – Free Seminar

6/25      Chicago            SBA / Illinois SBDC                              
 46th Annual Illinois Small Business

                                                                                                

Week Awards Reception at the

                                                                                                

Illinois State Museum - Chicago

                                                                                                

Gallery, James R. Thompson 

                                                                                                

Center. See here for this year’s winners.

6/30      Harrisburg        Illinois SBDC at Southeastern                
2009 Annual Legislative Breakfast

                                      Illinois College                                     

Business Achievement Awards

                                                                                                

and Legislative Updates at the

                                                                                                

Visual and Performing Arts 

                                                                                                

Center at SIC

6/30      Chicago           Illinois SBDC at Industrial Council          
 Annual Summer Luncheon and

                                    of Nearwest Chicago                             

Business Awards Program to

                                                                                                

Celebrate Kinzie Corridor

                                                                                                

Economic Development

                                                                                                

Achievements – Guest Speaker is

                                                                                                

7th District U.S. Congressman - 

                                                                                               

 The Honorable Danny Davis

                                                                                                

Luncheon at Galleria Marchetti

            



      

     
 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
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