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Next Generation Manufacturing Study - Online Survey Is Open Until June 21st
Customer-focused innovation, superior processes/improvement focus, human-capital management, supply chain management and collaboration, sustainability, global engagement. Strategies that forward-thinking manufacturers will deploy to achieve world-class status in the 21st century. 

The question: How prepared are Illinois companies to meet these challenges? 
The Next Generation Manufacturing Study will assess the readiness of the Illinois manufacturing base to compete and win in the global economy. Illinois is among a group of states that are participating in this national research project, which is being conducted by the Manufacturers Performance Institute. 

They need your clients participation and insights. In exchange, they will receive a FREE customized Benchmark Performance Report that will reveal where their company stands in relation to world class operating methods, and what they can do to improve performance in each area. Or, they can participate anonymously and receive an overall summary report. 

Participate and gain an inside track on competitors, gain tips and insights that will drive profitability, and help shape the Illinois economy. The survey closes on June 21, 2011.
This survey may take 25 minutes to complete   You can access the online survey here: http://www.ngmstudy.com    .

Illinois Jobs Tax Credit - Take Advantage Before The June 30th Deadline

There are just 10 days remaining for businesses to take advantage of the Illinois Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit, which gives businesses and non-profits a break for putting people back to work.  Until June 30th, businesses and non-profits may be eligible for the $2,500 credit against withholding taxes, depending on who they hire.
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Eligible wage now $10/hr; Encourages hire of “Put Illinois to Work”'-ers

Small Businesses

* Eligible i, as of June 30,2010, you
employed 50 o Fewer full-time employees
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“Business owners can go online and register for their tax credis, provide
substantiating data, and print out their credit certificates, without ever
having to leave their office. This law gives employers a strong incentive to
continue providing good jobs for workers who need it most.”
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Small businesses and non-profits with fewer than 50 employees may be eligible for the credit for any position they create between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011. The position must pay at least $10 per hour, or the equivalent of $18,200 annually.

Any-sized business or non-profit may be eligible for the credit if they hire a former worker-trainee from the 2010 "Put Illinois to Work" program. More than 26,000 people received valuable on-the-job training through the "Put Illinois to Work" program last year.

Now that the economy is growing again, with increased exports, hotel tax revenues and net jobs added to key sectors, it is a great time for our businesses and organizations to take advantage of Governor Quinn's Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit by hiring one, or more, individuals. It is easy to find out more and to register each new job without ever having to leave your office, at http://jobstaxcredit.illinois.gov.

Four Mistakes That Can Kill Your Small Business

Businesses only fail for one of four reasons.   That's the assertion of author and business-management expert Mark Stevens. So, what are these four fatal flaws that could doom your business?  Here is Stevens' list:

1. (Lack of) leadership 

2. Complacency 

3. Belief in conventional wisdom 

4. "Lust to lax syndrome" 

Those are all certainly reasons many businesses fail, but I have to add a fifth common culprit: Failure to do market research before opening the business or launching a new initiative. Essentially, the business ends up with the wrong premise, trying to sell the wrong products to the wrong customers in the wrong place or at the wrong price.

I've seen so many businesses fall down this hole -- opening a retail store where there isn't enough foot traffic, or stocking a product that's wrong for the market . You might be a great people manager, but if you haven't researched your market and found a need that you can address, the business is in trouble from the start.

To learn the detailed explanations of the four flaws and to read this entire article written by Carol Tice, please click on: 

http://www.entrepreneur.com/blog/219751
IRS Recommendations - Preparing For A Disaster To Help Both Taxpayers And Businesses

Planning what to do in case of a disaster is an important part of being prepared. The Internal Revenue Service encourages taxpayers to safeguard their records. Some simple steps can help taxpayers and businesses protect financial and tax records in case of disasters.

To learn all about those simple steps for individuals and businesses on preparing for a disaster, please visit:

http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=180547,00.html
Program Success Of The Week - 2011 SBA Small Business Award Winners

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of the 2011 SBA Illinois Small Business Award winners.

In particular, we wanted to highlight the SBA Award Winners who are also clients of the Illinois SBDC.

SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year - Client of the Illinois SBDC at Duman Center in Chicago
Jacob Elster - Crop to Cup Coffee Company-Midwest
Taylor Mork - Crop to Cup Coffee Company-East Coast

Women in Business Champion of the Year - Client of the Illinois SBDC at Bradley University in Peoria
Doris A. Symonds - T.A.L.K. - Teaching And Learning for Knowledge

SBA Women’s Business Center of Excellence Award
Hedy M. Ratner & S. Carol Dougal - Women’s Business Development Center

To see the list of all of this year's SBA Award Winners, please visit: http://illinoissmallbusinessweek.com/Award_Recipients.html
Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

How do I track Professional Development and Outreach in WebCATS? - WebCATS gives us the ability to track both professional development and outreach as inquiries. To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields. Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries. Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and then select your center as the contact. Enter the date, time spent, type of inquiry (Professional Development or Outreach), and counselor for the record and then click add. By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year by counselor and hours.

Website Of The Week -  www.gsagreen.us/   
The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) will host the "2011 Green Solutions Conference" on Tuesday, July 26, 2011 from 8:00am — 4:00pm at McCormick Place and the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place, 2233 South Martin Luther King Drive in Chicago. 

GSA and other federal agencies will be available to discuss their agency’s green buying needs. The conference will raise awareness of sustainability for all business enterprises and identify the government’s green buying needs. Current participating agencies include the: Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), General Services Administration (GSA), Office of Naval Research (ONR), Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest (NAVFAC Midwest) and the Small Business Administration (SBA). 

Registration:  To register for GSA’s Green Solutions Conference, please click on http://www.gsagreen.us/  

For additional information please contact Maureen Cruz at (312) 353-5384 or maureen.cruz@gsa.gov 

Resource Of The Week - Every Door Direct Mail (EDDM) From The U.S. Postal Service
Every Door Direct Mail (EDDM) makes it simple for small businesses to market to a targeted geographic audience for pennies on the dollar. It’s just the right marketing tool for small budgets without the big budget price. EDDM delivers marketing pieces to every resident within a selected mailing area, achieving cost-efficient saturation while eliminating the need for individually-addressed mail pieces. No longer do small businesses need a special indicia or permit from the Postal Service to do direct mail marketing. They simply need to have their marketing collateral printed correctly, pay for printing and postage, and have their printed materials shipped to their addressees’ Post Office for delivery. 

 

Earlier this spring, the Postal Service re-launched its “Grow Your Business Day” series of community workshops, highlighting EDDM as a prime resource for small businesses seeking to expand their bottom lines.

 

The U.S. Postal Service is requesting our assistance in spreading the word to your small business clients throughout the state about EDDM and the “Grow Your Business Day” workshops. 

 

Here’s an outline of the assistance USPS is seeking: 

 

· Include postcards on EDDM and fliers on “Grow Your Business Day” workshops across the state in resource packets given to small business owners;

 

·  Inclusion in any workshops, expos or fairs that target small- and medium-sized businesses in the Chicago area. 

 

·  A partnership where we periodically conduct workshops together to inform your clients about USPS products they can use to help grow and market their businesses;   

 

· Any ideas, suggestions or requests to utilize any resources that USPS might have. 

 

Below are links to EDDM and the “Grow Your Business Day” workshops for you to review in detail.  

www.usps.com/everydoordirectmail and www.usps.com/communications/pccinsider/2011/pcc_0420.htm
What's New On CenterConnect 
The Next Generation Manufacturing Study will assess the readiness of the Illinois manufacturing base to compete and win in the global economy. Illinois is among a group of states that are participating in this national research project, which is being conducted by the Manufacturers Performance Institute.   The pdf flyer for this project is now on CenterConnect.

Moves And News 

Reminder – The Illinois SBDC Monthly Connection Call is held on the 4th Monday of each month at 10:00am.   The Illinois SBDC International Trade Center Monthly Connection Call is also held on the 4th Monday of each month at 11:00am.    The next date for both of these conference calls is Monday, June 27th.  Please mark your calendars with these important reoccurring meetings.






 HYPERLINK "http://www.sell2.illinois.gov/default.cfm" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisworknet.com/" 
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