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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-    Regulatory Fairness Hearing – Springfield - September 28, 2006
-    Frequently Asked Questions About Small Business
-    Entrepreneurial Resource Workshop for People with Disabilities
-    US Treasury Networking Event in Chicago
-    HYPERGROW July 2006 Article
-    May 2006 IEN Statistical Report
-    RFID Workshop Cancelled
 

Regulatory Fairness Hearing – Springfield - September 28, 2006
If you or any business you know of has had problems with federal agencies, or with unfair or excessive federal enforcement issues, make sure you plan to attend the Small Business Administration’s Regulatory Fairness Hearing on September 28th in Springfield.  The purpose of this hearing is to assist small businesses with unfair and excessive federal regulatory enforcement, such as repetitive audits or investigations, excessive fines, penalties, retaliation or other unfair regulatory enforcement action taken by a federal agency. The National Ombudsman receives complaints and comments from small business concerns and acts as a “trouble shooter” between them and federal agencies. Small business comments are forwarded to federal agencies for high level review and federal agencies are requested to consider the fairness of their action.
 

Written testimony will also be accepted in lieu of attendance. The meeting location and time has yet to be determined.  For questions or more information, contact Katy Khayyat at (217) 785-8020.
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions About Small Business
The Office of Advocacy recently updated our “Small Business Frequently Asked Questions” about small business.  The easily printed, complete FAQ with tables is on our web site at http://www.sba.gov/advo/stats/sbfaq.pdf. 
 

We know that small business is a vital part of our economy and our communities.  You can help us spread that word by directing people to our web site, printing and distributing the FAQ, and using these statistics when appropriate.
 

Revisions include raising the estimated number of businesses to 25.8 million (of which 99.7% are small businesses) and estimating the number of firm births and closures for 2005, which are 671,800 and 544,800 respectively.
 

 

 

Entrepreneurial Resource Workshop for People with Disabilities
Please review the information below regarding the Entrepreneurial Resource Workshop for People with Disabilities coming up next month in Chicago.

When: July 12, 2006 - From 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM

Location: Navy Pier - 600 E. Grand Ave. Chicago, IL 60611
(in the breakout rooms above Festival Hall A, during AccessChicago)

Program:  1:00 PM to 2:30 PM: "How to Start a Business in Illinois" 
Presenter: Illinois Small Business Development Center at UIC

2:45 PM to 3:30 PM: Self-Employment Panel Discussion
Presenters: Clearly Clean Maintenance Services, Inc., T. Castro Produce, Health & Disability Advocates

3:30 PM to 4:00 PM: Resources for Self-Employment
Presenters: DHS Division of Rehabilitation Services, Benefits Planning, Assistance and Outreach Project at DHS Division of Mental Health

4:00 PM to 4:30 PM: Questions, Answers & Evaluation
Registration:  Register now for this event by emailing your Name, Phone and County to cpln@disabilityworks.org 

Accommodation requests should be made no later than June 28th.  Questions: Call Joe Chiappetta, 312-494-6729, disabilityworks
 

US Treasury Networking Event in Chicago
You may have heard that the U.S. Department of the Treasury has launched Simplify – a national effort to encourage tax preparers and small businesses to save time and money by paying federal tax obligations electronically through Treasury’s free Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS).
 

On July 13, from 12:15 pm to 1:30 pm, Treasury and the IRS are a hosting a Simplify Networking Event at the Hilton Chicago (located at 720 South Michigan Avenue). The event is free, a light lunch and refreshments will be served, and you’ll have the opportunity to network with other area small-business owners and professionals from the financial services and tax preparer industries, while learning more about Treasury’s campaign to increase EFTPS use.
 

I encourage you to attend this networking event, which is being held in conjunction with the IRS Nationwide Tax Forum in Chicago. It’s a quick, simple and FREE way to market the National Federation of Independent Businesses to other local businesses and organizations.
 

To register or to learn more, follow the link: www.simplifyeftps.org/evite/vip/chicago/index.html.
 

Please note that you do NOT have to be a paid attendee of the IRS Tax Forum to attend the networking event.
 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Carufel of the Department of the U.S. Treasury at952-346-6239lcarufel@webershandwick.com
 

 

 

HYPERGROW July 2006 Article
The July HYPERGROW article is available for free download. Please Click here for more details.  or click on http://www.hypergrow.com/jun2006newsletter.htm
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO PUBLISH THIS ARTICLE! Each month an article based around HYPERGROW YOUR BUSINESS is available at no-charge for your
newsletters, websites, or publications. Please pass this on to your local Chamber or small business publication.
 

 

May 2006 IEN Statistical Report
Attached to this issue of the IEN Weekly Connection you will find the May 2006 Statistical Report for the Illinois SBDCs, PTACs, and ITCs/NOCs.
 

 

RFID Workshop Cancelled
Please note that the workshop on Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) scheduled to be held in Peoria on Tuesday, June 20th hosted by the Illinois PTAC at Illinois Central College has been cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date.   .
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
