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LOANS AVAILABLE FOR FLOOD VICTIMS 

In the wake of the Governor's disaster declaration, the State Treasurer announced on June 11 the availability of low-interest loans for residents and businesses in Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, Jasper, and Lawrence counties through the "Opportunity Illinois:  Disaster Recovery Loan Program."  Loan applications must be made within 90 days of the disaster declaration.  Contact Disaster Recovery at 866-523-0641 or opportunityillinois@treasurer.state.il.us.  Also, a federal disaster may be announced, in which case the U.S. Small Business Administration may activate its disaster assistance programs for declared areas.
SEDAC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that your free subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org
DHS SBIR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) invites small business firms to submit proposals for its FY 2008 Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program. Topic areas include (1) signal processing algorithms to nominate potential targets and eliminate false positives in the nonintrusive inspection of cargo conveyances; (2) fast, solid-state, prompt neutron detectors capable of operating in noninvasive interrogation environments; (3) analytical techniques and instrumentation used in determining the origin and transit route of nuclear materials; and (4) non-radioactive alternatives or techniques to replace radioactive sources in commercial applications. Phase I awards of up to $150,000 for a project period of up to six months may be made. Proposers must qualify as small businesses for research or R&D purposes; joint ventures and limited partnerships are permitted. Proposals are due July 16, 2008. 

For more information, visit: https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=a240f547a5d3680d84ece7ea7e70390d&tab=core&_cview=1

ENTREPRENEURIAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS

The Business Ledger's newest awards program is designed to take the best of its former Today's Young Executives awards and meld it into a comprehensive recognition program for entrepreneurs of all ages and at all stages of business growth --- The Entrepreneurial Excellence Awards.

Recognizing growth, innovation and the willingness to take risks, the program's objectives are to foster entrepreneurship in suburban Chicago, to brand the area as one conducive to entrepreneurs and to create an atmosphere that welcomes new ideas and new ventures.  A detailed overview and nomination form are available for download here or at our web site www.thebusinessledger.com.  The deadline for submission of nominations is Friday, July 18. Selected honorees will be invited to a special recognition reception held on September 17 at Danada House in Wheaton and profiled in the October 27 issue of The Business Ledger.  Please give consideration to your customers, vendors and business associates that may be deserving of this recognition.

PATRIOT EXPRESS LOAN INITIATIVE

The Patriot Express loan can be used for most business purposes, including start-up, expansion, equipment purchases, working capital, inventory or business-occupied real-estate purchases.  Patriot Express loans feature SBA’s lowest interest rates for business loans, generally 2.25 percent to 4.75 percent over prime depending upon the size and maturity of the loan.  Local SBA district offices will have a listing of Patriot Express lenders in their areas.  Details on the initiative can be found at www.sba.gov/patriotexpress. 
IEN SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - APEX BUSINESS LINK, LLC.
Apex Business Link is a client of the Greater Southside Entrepreneurship Center located at Chicago State University.    Using an EC Challenge Grant in 2007, the company started a series of online business seminars targeting entrepreneurs and professionals from throughout the state.    Presenters are subject matter experts in interpersonal skills, change management, sales and marketing, business services and customer relations.   Sandra L. Schneller, President of Apex Business Link has been so successful that her efforts have been recognized by the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) in naming her their 2008 "Women Business Owner of the Year".    Congratulations to Ms. Schneller and to Roosevelt Martin, Jr., Director of the Greater Southside EC. 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS

When I go to edit a record there is no edit button available.  Why not?   The inability to edit a record typically has two common causes: (1) Your account permissions do not allow you to edit that particular record or (2) the record has been locked for editing by a system administrator.

(1) The ability to edit a record is not "automatic." You must be assigned edit permissions for not only the center that the record belongs to, but also for that particular type of record. If you would like to review your user permissions, request a copy from your Softshare 'CATS system administrator.

(2) For historical purposes, your Softshare 'CATS system administrator may lock records that are older than a certain date or period of time. For example, SBA requires that records uploaded to EDMIS be certified annually and, once they are certified, changes are not allowed. To ensure that all records remain historically accurate, a system administrator can establish parameters that disallow the editing, addition, or deletion of historical records.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – WWW.IEDCONLINE.ORG 

The Illinois SBDC is now a member of the International Economic Development Council (IEDC).    For those who may not be familiar with this group, the IEDC is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to helping economic developers do their job more effectively and raising the profile of the profession. When we succeed, our members create more high-quality jobs, develop more vibrant communities, and generally improve the quality of life in their regions.    Their mission is, "Provide leadership and excellence in economic development for our communities, members, and partners".    Please visit their website to learn more about what the organization has to offer.    They have a Member Center section that talks about the many resources available.    To learn more about the IEDC, please visit: www.iedconline.org.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - "FROM RECIPE TO REALITY"
Starting a business is a huge decision for any entrepreneur.    The very regulated food manufacturing industry presents even more challenges to people with a great food idea or recipe to take to market.    The University of Nebraska has a nationally known Food Entrepreneur Assistance Program, which is for anyone interested in starting a food business.   They offer a one day training program called, "From Recipe to Reality" to help people understand how the food industry operates and the decisions they will have to make before even getting started and the challenges they will face as they grow their business.    This one day seminar will be offered on August 15, 2008 at Wright College (4300 North Narragansett Avenue) in Chicago.   Preregistration is required for this program.   To learn more about this program and how to register, please contact Jill Gifford by phone at: 402-472-2819 or by email at: jgifford1@unl.edu     You can also visit their website by clicking on: www.fpc.unl.edu. 

MOVES AND NEWS
- ASBDC Registration and Hyatt hotel rooms on line now.    Be sure to visit the ASBDC Conference Registration site and the Hyatt Regency Hotel reservations site to make your plans to attend the Conference from September 2nd - 5th in Chicago. If you have any questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.    A link to the conference information is http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/conference.html.
- The SBDC CY 2007 Annual Report Brochures are printed and have been mailed to Illinois SBDCs and Illinois SBDC/ITCs.    Each were sent 50 copies.    A PDF of the brochure can be found on CenterConnect.    If you need additional copies of the brochure, please contact Mark Enstrom at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
- Carol Lidwell has joined the IEN Business Information Center.    She is now working in the Call Center and answering the 800 number line and assisting clients.    Her first day was Wednesday, June 11th.  We want to welcome Carol and let her know we are very glad to have her as a part of the IEN BIC.    Welcome Carol.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
