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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 

-  SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2009 - LAST CHANCE TO SEND US YOUR EVENTS

-  GETTING PRODUCTS THROUGH MEXICAN CUSTOMS - WEBINAR ON 6/25

-  COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 - FOR STATE BIDDERS/CONTRACTORS

-  DOING BUSINESS WITH THE FDIC - SEMINAR IN CHICAGO ON JULY 8TH

-  ARC LOAN PROGRAM - PROGRAM DETAILS FROM SBA

-  TIPS FOR REBUILDING AFTER A DISASTER - SBA JUNE WEB CHAT ON 6/18

-  DISASTER AND EMERGENCY RELIEF - IRS WEBINAR FOR TAX PROFESSIONAL
-  NATIONAL CITY and EU TOOL BOX SERIES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES - 7/3 THRU 8/7

-  CAPLINES PROGRAM - WORKSHOPS AT SBA DISTRICT OFFICE IN CHICAGO

-  SBICs – SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPANIES

-  2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES – JUNE 24TH IN ROCKFORD
-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - THOUGHTWORTHI SOLUTIONS, LLC
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - INVESTMENTS DROP DOWN LIST
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.STUDENTBUSINESSES.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - BUSINESS TOPIC PODCASTS FROM THE GA SBDC 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - SBDC + PTAC CY08 ANNUAL REPORTS

-  MOVES AND NEWS

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2009 - LAST CHANCE TO SEND US YOUR EVENTS

Small Business Week is being celebrated in Illinois from Sunday, June 21st through Saturday, June 27th.  If you have activities scheduled the week before, during or after Small Business Week, we would welcome hearing about them.  This is your last chance to email them to your DCEO Network Coordinator.    Basic information such as the title of the event, date, time, location and any cost to attend would be appreciated.  Thank you for sharing those events which will highlight your activities during Small Business Week 2009.
GETTING PRODUCTS THROUGH MEXICAN CUSTOMS - WEBINAR ON 6/25

The U.S. Commercial Service in Monterrey is conducting the second part of its three part webinar series “Getting Your Products through Mexican Customs”. The second installment is “Sending Samples to Mexico: Trade Shows and Temporary Imports", a 90 minute webinar.  The intent of this series is to provide the information which will allow companies and individuals to avoid costly errors when shipping to Mexico, teach about product classification, valuation, NAFTA Certificates of Origin, documentation, packaging and labeling, and product marks.   

More information is available on this website: http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/sending_samples.html 

And registration is at: https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=9Q7H 

If you have any further questions or contacts who may be interested in this product please contact Maritza Sanchez at: Maritza.Sanchez@mail.doc.gov 

COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 - FOR STATE BIDDERS/CONTRACTORS

!!!!!  IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 95-971 !!!!!

This has to do with restrictions on campaign contributions and solicitations by State contractors and bidders

Effective for bids/proposals due June 27, 2009, and after, vendors must submit with their bid/proposal a copy of the registration certificate stamped by the Illinois State Board of Elections.  This stamped registration certificate must be included in the sealed bid/proposal package.   If not included, the bid/proposal must be rejected.

The emergency rule allowing a five day grace period to submit the stamped registration certificate expires on June 26, 2009.  Any later date referred to in the emergency rule applicable to the five day grace period is not applicable.  Permanent rules to be adopted on June 27, 2009, will not contain a five day grace period.

For more information go to http://www.elections.il.gov/BusinessRegistration/Welcome.aspx   

DOING BUSINESS WITH THE FDIC - SEMINAR IN CHICAGO ON JULY 8TH

The FDIC is hosting a "Doing Business With The FDIC" seminar in Chicago on Wednesday, July 8th.    This program is for Minority and Women Owned Businesses (MWOB's) who can provide receivership assistance (facilities, asset management, claims, investigations, settlements, personnel administration, environmental due diligence, franchise marketing) owned real estate, asset dispositions and other financial services (accounting, appraising, auditing and auctioning).    

This seminar will be held at the Westin Hotel in Chicago, located at 909 North Michigan Avenue.    Continental breakfast and registration will begin at 7:30am.   The program will run from 8:30am until noon.

Although this seminar is free, you must register to reserve your space by Friday, June 19th.    To request a seat, please send your RSVP by email to: howtodobus@fdic.gov      Please provide the name of your company and the name of the representative that will attend.    You must have a CONFIRMED return email BEFORE you can attend.    If you have questions, please contact Velda Fludd by phone at: 703-562-6071 or Linda Douglas at: 703-562-6072.    Both are in the FDIC Office of Diversity and Economic Opportunity in Arlington, Virginia.

ARC LOAN PROGRAM - PROGRAM DETAILS FROM SBA

The SBA ARC (America's Recovery Capital) Loan Program will be available for participating lenders on June 15th, 2009.

 

Attached are two Word documents.   They include an Information Notice outlining the program and links to:

· lender instructions on submitting applications 

· borrower and lender application forms 

· ARC loan program procedural guide 

· Federal Register regulations

Also attached is a FAQ sheet designed to answer questions from both potential borrowers and lenders. Additionally, below is a webpage link on the ARC Program.
www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/elending/RECOVERY_INFO_LENDERS.html. 

TIPS FOR REBUILDING AFTER A DISASTER - SBA JUNE WEB CHAT ON 6/18
The SBA’s June Web chat series will highlight small business owner Luis Yepéz, Jr., co-owner of Mainstream Global, Inc. in Lawrence, Mass.  Yépez learned that the Merrimack River had flooded while he was away on a business trip in 2006.  The company, a distributor of integrated circuits and computer products, was housed on the banks of the Merrimack and sustained severe water, debris and sewage damage.  After losing hundreds of thousands of dollars in inventory, the company received a disaster loan from the SBA, which helped Mainstream Global stay in business. 

WHO: Small business owner Luis Yepéz will host the June Web chat on “Disaster Preparedness for Business Owners--An Inside Perspective,” and give a personal account of how the company was able to stay in business during a three-month shutdown, keep its entire staff on the payroll, and ultimately rebuild after disaster struck.  Yepéz will take questions and offer tips and advice on how to best prepare for physical disaster, and how to lay the groundwork for recovery.

WHAT: SBA’s Web chat series, provides small business owners an opportunity to chat online about relevant business issues with experts, industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Chat participants have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online, both in advance and during the live session. 

WHEN: Thursday, June 18th, 2009 from Noon to 1pm

  

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by visiting www.sba.gov, and clicking the “Online Business Chat” icon.  Web chat participants may post questions for Yepéz before the June 18th chat at http://app1.sba.gov/livemeeting/jun09/ .

DISASTER AND EMERGENCY RELIEF - IRS WEBINAR FOR TAX PROFESSIONAL
On Wednesday, June 17th the IRS is hosting a free webinar for tax professionals.  This FREE webinar is for Tax professionals who want to help their clients prepare for, or recover from, a disaster.

Learn about:
· The IRS relief process 

· Ways to help clients prepare for a disaster 

· Reconstructing records 

· Special tax rules for federally declared disasters

Earn Continuing Professional Education credit

· Enrolled agents receive one CPE credit for a minimum 50-minute participation from the start of the webinar.

· Other tax professionals may receive credit if the webinar meets your organization’s or state’s CPE requirements.

· To receive credit, you must attend one of the three June 17 presentations. Register for the webinar using your e-mail address and use the same e-mail address to log in to attend. This will confirm your attendance and generate your Certificate of Completion.

· *Only June 17th participants will receive certificates. If you do not need a certificate to obtain CPE credit, you may choose to view the archived version of the webinar after June 17th. 

· Look for your Certificate of Completion by e-mail approximately one week after the webinar. If you have met all requirements, you will receive your certificate automatically. 

	Register at http://cs.sbtv.com/irswebinarreg/ for one of three times: 9am/Noon/3pm
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


For Additional Information
· Visit www.irs.gov and search Webinars for information and/or to download a pdf file of the presentation slides for your records. 

· If you require special accommodations (for example, a larger-print pdf of the slides) contact Brian Finn at nationalphoneforum@irs.gov.

Date: June 17, 2009 (archived* for later viewing)  Register and attend: http://cs.sbtv.com/irswebinarreg/     Sponsored by: IRS Small Business/Self Employed, Communications, Liaison and Disclosure, Stakeholder Liaison Field Operation

NATIONAL CITY and EU TOOL BOX SERIES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES - 7/3 THRU 8/7

National City Bank, now part of PNC, is sponsoring 75 Small Business Owners and Entrepreneurs through its recent partnership with Entrepreneurs University to provide the Six-Week National City Toolbox Series for Small Business.
Entrepreneurs and small business owners participating in the National City Toolbox Series for small Business will receive six weeks of executive level training in the areas of financial literacy, accounting, business planning, leadership and management, business stabilization, access to capital and credit management.  Other benefits include establishing a banking relationship with National City participating branches and networking opportunities with other small business owners.

The National City Toolbox Series will take place on six consecutive Friday evenings; 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Sears Tower Conference Center, Beverly Woods or Chicago Public Library.   Addresses to be confirmed at the orientation on June 26th.

Orientation (Required): Participants will be introduced to instructors, branch managers and business bankers from National City; badges, books and materials will be distributed along with final class schedules, expectations and other pertinent information and program directives, outcomes and expectations.
Orientation Location: Sears Tower Conference Center, 33rd Floor, 233 South Wacker Drive, Chicago
Date: Friday, June 26th, 2009

Time: 6:00pm to 7:30 pm

	The Schedule and Location:  The classes will alternate between three locations.
July 3       Class I                              July 24                 Class IV

July 10     Class II                             July 31                  Class V

July 17      Class III                           August 7                Class VI

July 31        Small Business Banking Day (Consult with business banker)

August 11     Presentation of Certificates by National City Bank and Entrepreneurs University.

	


Registration Information: The six-week program tuition is being sponsored by National City Bank and in partnership with Entrepreneurs University.  Participants must pay the registration fee of $35 and purchase book materials at $89 ($124) at the time of registration.  Registration is per person.  To participate, you must be an existing business, have a business checking account (one can be opened onsite if needed), have ten employees or less, and commit to all six classes. Preferences will be given to target communities: Bronzeville, Hyde Park, South Loop, South Shore, Chatham, Roseland, South Chicago, Auburn Gresham, Beverly, Blue Island and Calumet Park.  Other communities may participate. Registration is on first come basis.  For More Information: Contact Chris or Walter by phone at: 312 - 553 – 6633.
CAPLINES PROGRAM - WORKSHOPS AT SBA DISTRICT OFFICE IN CHICAGO

SBA’s CAPLines program will help your bank’s small business customers get the working capital they need to support ongoing operations. This is a significant need in the current economic environment, as shown by the inclusion of the Dealer Floor Plan pilot by SBA.

On Wednesday, July 8th, 2009 at 9:30am and again on Thursday, July 9th, 2009 at 1:30pm, the staff of SBA’s Illinois District Office will be conducting a workshop on the CAPLines program.  In this workshop we will explain CAPlines eligibility standards and show how to prepare a CAPLine guaranty application.

The workshop will be held at SBA’s Illinois District Office, 500 West Madison, Suite 1250 in Chicago.  To make a reservation to attend or to get additional information about the workshop, please call Steve Konkle at 312-886-4208.

SBICs - SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPANIES

In the alphabet soup of government programs, SBICs have always been fairly obscure. But now that banks and venture capitalists have all but stopped offering later-stage financing to entrepreneurs, the Small Business Investment Co. program is getting a second look. Through SBA licensing, privately held SBICs can supplement their own investment funds with up to $150 million in government money, which they loan mainly to established companies with dependable revenues. BusinessWeek (6/5)

http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/09_66/s0906022657302.htm 

2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES – JUNE 24TH IN ROCKFORD
This ongoing series of OSHA training workshops continues in June in Rockford.  The Wednesday, June 24th program will address "Ergonomics in the Workplace".   This session will be held from 7:30am to 10:00am.   It will be held at the EIGERlab which is located at 605 Fulton Avenue in Rockford.    Your $25 registration fee includes a hot breakfast, the training program and all materials.    Advance payment is required to reserve your place in the workshop.    For additional information, please contact Laura VanNatta by phone at: 815-965-3522 or by email at: lvannatta@eigerlab.org
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - THOUGHTWORTHI SOLUTIONS, LLC
When Sheila Henry lost her job at Motorola last summer, she had an idea for a business and ran with it.   Henry launched ThoughtWorthi Solutions LLC, a consulting firm that reveals and solves productivity challenges. She utilizes the experience she gained while working in project management at Motorola.

"I use quality management to analyze the client's work flow or staffing analysis," said Henry, who operates her business in Hoffman Estates. Her target clients are small and medium-sized businesses.   "I help clients develop standardized processes and procedures and help to identify bottlenecks," she said.

The idea for the business first developed while she was still working for the telecommunications giant. Before she lost her job, she was working on a project to reduce wireless expenses at Motorola. The project was then outsourced and she saw the need. 

When she started her own business, her focus at first was to concentrate on wireless expense management for companies. The dwindling economy prompted her to broaden the focus of the business to include other areas including project management and process issue resolution.

Sheila utilized the services of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Harper College to get the business rolling about eight months ago.  She said the center helped with her specific needs which included marketing, how to narrow her target market and to better define the products and services she offers.

We congratulate Sheila Henry on her early success with her new business and also recognize the Illinois SBDC at Harper College for their help in assisting this client with her new endeavor.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - INVESTMENTS DROP DOWN LIST
Please note that there have been additions to the investments drop down list in WebCATS.   The SBA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), the SBA America's Recovery Capital (ARC) Loans and the SBA Patriot Express Loan's have been added as types of investments.    They have been added specifically so that this activity can be tracked within the system.     We ask that you use them as appropriate.    If you have any questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.     Thank you for using these new categories so that we can accurately report the activity of these programs.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.STUDENTBUSINESSES.COM
StudentBusinesses.com is a selective resource that connects the most promising student entrepreneurs in the U.S. with resources to help them succeed. By using the site, promising student entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to (1) publicize their businesses and ideas to potential advisors, investors, and professional service-providers, (2) network with other promising student entrepreneurs, (3) participate in discussions on a wide range of promising startup ideas, and (4) access valuable educational content about entrepreneurship. The site is by-invitation and by-application only in order to ensure a high standard of membership. 

Broadly, there are two groups of people who will benefit from using StudentBusinesses.com: (1) entrepreneurial university students, and (2) experienced individuals who seek to access these students. Student members of the site may join “In the Game” if they currently are part of a startup, or they may join “On the Roster” if they are entrepreneurially-minded but are not currently part of a startup. Students may join the site at no cost. Customers of the site will be comprised of experienced professionals, investors, and advisors who seek to tap into the student entrepreneurship community; all customers must fulfill the criteria of accredited investor status. Both students and customers may only join the site if they are invited, or if they apply through the site and are accepted.

To learn more, please visit them at www.StudentBusinesses.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - BUSINESS TOPIC PODCASTS FROM THE GA SBDC 
For the past year and a half the Georgia SBDC has been providing podcasts from their state web site.  These are brief, three to five minute discussions of common business topics.  They have been professionally recorded by Debbie Graham, a Georgia SBDC business counselor who’s spouse is in the radio business.  These topics are selected by Debbie and either based on her own material or material written by other Georgia SBDC counselors.

A couple of SBDC state directors have mentioned  that they had seen this and found it a nice additional feature for a web site.  In the interest of sharing resources with the rest of the network, the Georgia SBDC would be glad to make these podcasts available to any state SBDC that would like to have them, at no charge.  They can either send you the MP3 files or you could set up your own web page and stream them off of our server (or just link to that portion of their web site).  There are currently 51 published segments and new material is being added fairly regularly.

If you would be interested in looking into one of these options, please email or call Tommy Bowden here at our state office tbowden@georgiasbdc.org  or 706-542-2762.  He can work with you on making these available to suit your situation. 

To access all 51 of the podcasts now available, please check them out by clicking on:

http://www.sbdc.uga.edu/newsite/index.aspx?cart=cb84af34-7308-4037-a948-6e6928eb436e&page_name=aunt_debbie 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - SBDC + PTAC CY08 ANNUAL REPORTS

The CY 2008 Annual Reports for the Illinois SBDC and PTAC will be available this week.    Both of these documents have been produced as PDF's.    They will soon be available on CenterConnect for your convenience.

MOVES AND NEWS
Ms. Erin Welch will begin her summer intern duties in the DCEO Springfield Office on Tuesday, June 16th.   She will be providing assistance to IEN Program staff in a variety of functions.    Erin was a summer intern in 2008 and did an outstanding job.   We welcome Erin back and look forward to her contributing to the support of the programs of the IEN.

 


      

     
 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
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