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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

- ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2010 

- IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - HARRISON HARMONICAS 
- GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - ENTERING CLIENT ACTIVITY

- WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – WWW.USATODAY.COM/MONEY/SMALLBUSINESS
- RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - INNOVATIVE TOOLS FOR SUCCESS WEBINAR
- WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

- DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES 

- MOVES AND NEWS – IMPORTANT DATES

47TH ANNUAL ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK - 6/29 EVENT INVITATION

The 47th Annual Illinois Small Business Week Awards, Lender Matchmaking and Business Expo will be held in Chicago, at Navy Pier on Tuesday, June 29th.   Your invitation to this event is attached as a pdf document as is also available on CenterConnect. 

We ask that you please send this invitation to your small business clients and stakeholders to inform them about the upcoming event.    In addition to the Small Business Awards Luncheon there will also be a Lenders Matchmaking Event held during the morning and afternoon of June 29th at Navy Pier.   

During this event small businesses will be able to sign up for at least 3 pre-arranged appointments with lenders of their choice. They can choose from an array of national, regional and community banks and other lenders that will be available to explore financing options and opportunities with them.   Matchmaking appointments will be scheduled in 15 minute increments from 8am to 11:40am and then again from 1:40pm to 5:00pm. 

Also featured at the event will be a Small Business Expo including workshops on capital access and opportunities seeking venture capital, marketing versus stalking, and reinventing your company through social networking. 

We hope you can join us in Chicago to celebrate the positive contributions made to the state's economy by small businesses throughout Illinois.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - HARRISON HARMONICAS 

Founder Brad Harrison began his love affair with the harmonica in the mid 1990s as a music student of renowned harmonica instructor Joe Filisko.  Harrison’s amazement with the enhanced performance of Filisko’s custom instruments was nothing short of an epiphany.  He began thinking about what he himself could do to make the harmonica better.

As a musician, Harrison studied the styles of numerous masters – with a wide variety of techniques – including John Popper, Sugar Blue, Rod Piazza, Mark Ford, DeFord Bailey, Gwen Foster and Howard Levy.  Just as his playing incorporated a wide variety of styles, he strove to create his own customized harmonicas that would be flexible enough to meet the requirements of numerous techniques.  The result was his own personal, unique style of customizing harmonicas – The Harrison Method – which today is applied to each B-Radical.

As Harrison’s customizing talents became widely known, many well-known players, including Bono, Bruce Willis, Rod Piazza, Sugar Blue, Jason Ricci, Michael Peloquin, Sandy Weltman, Jay Gaunt, Brendon Bailey, Jeff Grossberg and many more, were drawn to endorse his instruments.

Harrison knew he wasn’t destined to make other manufacturers' harmonicas better. His goal was to create the finest harmonicas ever built. He wanted to create a harmonica that would not only play to the standards of the most-demanding players, but attract youth to the instrument in the same way then-new designs of the 1920s and 1930s attracted a young generation to the instrument.

“When I started to seriously think about creating what would become the B-Radical,” Harrison said, “I wanted an instrument that would appeal to non-players. At that time, the harmonica was in serious decline, it was dying.  The harmonica itself needed to be re-invigorated.”

The result of these years of tireless devotion is a harmonica that looks like no other and plays like no other.  It is light-years ahead of the competition.

Harrison’s ideas were well-received from the start outside the musical community as well. They created quite a stir in entrepreneurial competitions – taking first place in a field of 68 entrants in the Stateline Fastpitch entrepreneurship competition in 2008 and another first place in a field of 132 corporate entries in the Innovate Illinois competition and the “People’s Choice Award” from the Chicago Innovation awards the following year.

The staff at the Rock River Valley Entrepreneurship Center in Rockford originally met Brad just before their 2008 Stateline FastPitch Competition; he was our first-place winner. Since that time he has gone on to win the "Innovate Illinois Competition" and was awarded an IEN Challenge Grant.  Additionally he is one of the incubating companies at the EIGERlab (E-L) in Rockford and has utilized a large percentage of the E-L’s "one stop shop" services.
 

He invented the only Made in America harmonica, the B-Radical.  His Web site address is:
http://www.harrisonharmonicas.com/
 
Recently he has received an impressive amount of media coverage including:
·         CNN
·         Fox News
·         CBS (airs this Sunday)
·         Business Week
·         Chicago Tribune
·         WGN Radio
·         Chicago Journal

His well known clients include:
·         Blues Traveler
·         U2 band member
·         Bruce Willis
·         Willie Nelson
Congratulations to Brad Harrison on his "Made in America" harmonica and to the Rock River Valley EC to help this dream become a reality.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - ENTERING CLIENT ACTIVITY
Please note:  When entering activity for your clients please make sure that you do not enter activity for restricted duplicates.  There may be cases where a client is listed once as active with a 54000 (Center) number and once as a duplicate.  Going forward all activity should be entered under the active profile even if it the profile resides at another center.  All of your activity will still count under your own center number.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.USATODAY.COM/MONEY/SMALLBUSINESS
With summer now here, many families turn their attention to vacations and trips.   Small business owners often times find it difficult to "get away" from the daily tasks of business ownership.   This Website of the Week will take you to an article written by Rhonda Abrams and which appeared in the Friday, June 4th edition of the USA Today.   In it, she discusses why it is so important for small business owners to "make time" to take a break and more importantly, provides tips on how to do it.   We hope you enjoy reading this article titled, "Business Owners, Have Fun This Summer; You Deserve It".    

Please share it with your clients who need and deserve a break this summer.   Click on the link below to read this article.

http://www.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/columnist/abrams/2010-06-03-summer-fun_N.htm
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - INNOVATIVE TOOLS FOR SUCCESS WEBINAR 
"Small Business, Big Wins: Innovative Tools to Drive Your Business Forward" - This archived webinar features smart strategies for small businesses and entrepreneurs from some of the industry’s best experts.  Anita Campbell joined webinar host and Co-Founder of StartupNation, Rich Sloan, and Barbara Corcoran, real estate mogul and Founder of multi-media company Barbara Corcoran, Inc. (Barbara also happened to have a key role in the ABC reality show for aspiring entrepreneurs, Shark Tank.)

Together they participated in a roundtable discussion on how to leverage the opportunities that this economy is providing (Yes, “opportunities” . . . many exist during an economic downturn).  The panel discussed  how you can take the challenges and obstacles standing in your way and use them to propel your business forward through innovation, quick thinking – and maybe even a bit of risk taking.
So how on earth do you begin to do that, you ask?  Well, here are just a few examples of success strategy tips that you can start with from the webinar discussion:

“Wise use of technology can give you expansion capacity without increasing your expense burden greatly.”  Experiment with technology.  The cost of technology has come down, and there’s a lot of it out there that can help you to increase productivity.  You can expand the number of new customers you bring on, without necessarily adding employees right away — keeping your costs low.   Your goal – a lot of experimentation and then mastery of only the technology that is most useful to you.

“When the big companies are cutting back and lying low, that’s the best time for the little guy to move ahead.” 
To view this free one hour webinar, please visit: http://www.startupnation.com/webinars/smallbusinessbigwins
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
There are two new items now on CenterConnect.   The article written by Pam Schallhorn for the International Economic Development Council (IEDC) has been added.   This piece was included in last week's Weekly Connection.   

In addition, the e-Invite to the Illinois Small Business Week Awards, Lender Matchmaking and Business Expo in Chicago on Tuesday, June 29th, has also been added.   

DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES - 

Below is an update from the Illinois SBDC at College of DuPage, DAR Project regarding their upcoming activities.

Key activities to be pursued and achieved during the third and fourth quarters of CY 2010 include but are not limited to:

· Recruit and hire replacement for Kris Fay.  Anticipate hiring a part time employee to act as program coordinator until budget is exhausted.  Position is expected to be pared back to a 20 hour per week, non-benefitted position.

· Continue outreach activities scheduled for the summer including presentations on disaster preparedness at local economic development organizations and small business workshops.

· Conduct one-on-one counseling for SBDC and DAR clients providing assistance and guidance into constructing disaster recovery action plans.

· Conduct two interactive workshops (developed and delivered during the first half of CY 2010) on creating disaster recovery plans.

· Document and catalogue DAR resource lists, training materials and guidelines for on-going use in SBDC counseling and training activities.

· Prepare close-out documentation for program wrap-up.

MOVES AND NEWS – IMPORTANT DATES

We would like to invite all members of the Illinois SBDC to participate in a statewide meeting to be held in Springfield this Fall.   Please save the dates of Monday October 18th and Tuesday October 19th.  Additional details and an agenda will be coming in the future.  

We also ask that you mark down the dates of November 14th – November 19th which have been confirmed as the dates when the ASBDC Accreditation Team will be visiting Illinois. 

One final note - - all of the Springfield staff of the Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology are now located in their new offices in the Ridgely Building at 500 East Monroe.  
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
