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In Today’s Weekly Connection:

· Illinois Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit - Available Until June 30th 

· 10th Annual Chicago Innovation Awards - Nominations Due By July 31st

· Will The New Move to Cut Government Regulations Really Help Small Business?
· Program Success Of The Week - Remote Lending Partnership Program Through ACCION Chicago

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.greenbiz.com
· Resource Of The Week - Business Invest Small Business Program 

· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News       

· Illinois Export Week Conference - Tuesday, June 21st in Chicago
Illinois Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit - Available Until June 30th 

DCEO staff have provided informational sessions about the state's Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit (SBJCTC), which expires on June 30th.  Since hiring is picking up, DCEO wants to remind businesses and non-profits about the credit and appreciates your help in getting the word out.  Businesses or non-profits can watch the webinar that was recorded at a session held at SIU-Carbondale, without having to leave the office.  Additional program information, as well as the recorded webinar, can be found at the following link: http://jobstaxcredit.illinois.gov/ProgramDetails.aspx
10th Annual Chicago Innovation Awards - Nominations Due By July 31st

	Nomination season for the Chicago Innovation Awards is well underway! For the 10th straight year, the  Chicago Innovation Awards will shine a bright light on the creative spirit of the Chicago region. Nominate your company today as we honor the most innovative new products and services brought to market in the Chicago region. 
	


Nominees can be high-tech, low-tech or no-tech; for-profit or not-for-profit; large or small firms from any industry. The key is innovation. There is no cost to enter one or more nominations. The deadline to submit your nomination is July 31st. 

10 winners will be honored in at the Chicago Innovation Awards ceremony this fall. Winners will be profiled in the Chicago Sun-Times, Fast Company, and in an ad campaign on CTA trains and buses, invited by TechAmerica to ring the opening NASDAQ bell in New York City, given complimentary one-year memberships to the Illinois Technology Association and TechAmerica, and much more. 

The top 75 nominees will each be awarded a scholarship to attend “The Practical Innovator,” a day-long course taught by top faculty at Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Management. All nominees receive complimentary invitations to attend a reception at the House of Blues Chicago. 

Click here to see a full list of what this year's winners receive and read how past honorees have used winning a Chicago Innovation Award to help their companies grow. 

We're also introducing the Up-and-Comer Award. Focused on Chicago's growing start-up community, finalists will be given the opportunity to pitch their company to a room of investors looking to fund Chicago’s most promising new start-ups. 

You can learn more about the "10 Ways We're Celebrating our 10th Anniversary" and all the events we have planned this year by visiting the Chicago Innovation Awards website. 

On behalf of us, our sponsors, our judges and our board of advisors, we look forward to hearing from you. 

Will The New Move to Cut Government Regulations Really Help Small Business?
A longtime complaint of small business owners – that government regulations are too onerous and hamper their ability to create jobs and profits – is getting an answer of sorts.  Back in January, President Obama ordered a government-wide review of regulations affecting businesses.  Now, 30 federal agencies and departments have announced specific plans to reduce regulations.

White House officials said they were committed to getting rid of regulations “that are out-of-date, unnecessary, excessively burdensome or in conflict with other rules.” Here are some of the changes proposed under the “21st Century Regulation” initiative:

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is announcing a final rule that is estimated to remove more than 1.9 million annual hours of redundant reporting burdens on employers and save more than $40 million in annual costs.
EPA has proposed eliminating the redundant obligation for many states to require air pollution vapor recovery systems at local gas stations. The regulation is unnecessary because most modern vehicles already have effective air pollution control technologies. The change is expected to lead to annual savings for businesses of about $67 million.
The State Department and the Commerce Department are taking steps to eliminate unnecessary barriers to exports, which include removing duplicative and unnecessary regulatory requirements. The goal is to increase U.S. exports and create jobs.
While some of the regulatory changes have already been made, or are in the process of being finalized, most of the changes will need to go through formal rule-writing procedures that include gathering public comments. And the comments are already flying fast and furious.

To read the entire article which was recently written by Rieva Lesonsky, please click on the following link.

http://smallbiztrends.com/2011/06/cut-government-regulation-help-small-business.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+SmallBusinessTrends+%28Small+Business+Trends%29
Program Success Of The Week - Remote Lending Partnership Program Through ACCION Chicago

ACCION Chicago has a successful micro lending program to provide funding to businesses with small borrowing needs.   Because of its Chicago location, small business owners in the Chicago suburbs were less likely to hear about ACCION's services.  If potential clients did hear about ACCION's loan services, they were  less likely to pursue them due to the long commutes and inconvenience involved.

The Remote Lending Partnership Program brings microloans to the suburbs by partnering with local Illinois SBDCs.  The remote lending partner collects all of the necessary documents for a standard ACCION loan application based on the training given to them by ACCION.  These documents are then sent to ACCION Chicago and are put through the same screening process as a normal loan.  If the loan is approved, the loan closing is completed at the SBDC office.

Earlier this year, ACCION Chicago announced their top referral partners from 2010.   We want to congratulate those among the Top Referral Partners, who are also Directors of Illinois SBDCs.   They include:   
 
Jan Bauer, Illinois SBDC at College of Lake County
Ken Crite, Illinois SBDC at Kankakee Community College
Harriet Parker, Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee Community College
Robert Rakstang, Illinois SBDC at Governors State University
The ACCION Chicago - Remote Lending Partnership Program has received a "2011 Roger Luman Program Excellence Award" from the IESBGA, for this initiative.   We congratulate them and thank all of the Illinois SBDCs who have participated in bringing this program to their clients. 

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

How do I schedule reports and scorecards? - Any report or scorecard can be scheduled to run on a recurring basis. The results of a scheduled report are e-mailed to one or more recipients.

Note: The ability to schedule reports or scorecards is not available to self-hosted WebCATS sites.
Follow these steps to schedule a report or scorecard in WebCATS:

1. Select Manage|Scheduled Reports from WebCATS' left-hand menu. 

2. Click the New button to create a scheduled report record. 

3. Using the Schedule and Days fields in combination to schedule the report to recur on a weekly or monthly basis. 

Note: Scheduled reports and scorecards run in the early morning hours on the days you specify.
4. From the Report Type field's drop-down menu, select the type of report/scorecard you would like to schedule: 

· Report. If you're scheduling a built-in or custom report, select the type of report you would like to schedule (e.g. client, contact, counseling session, etc.). 

· Scorecard definition. If you're scheduling a scorecard, select this option. For more information on scorecard definitions, see the FAQ titled What is a scorecard definition record?. 

· Scorecard goal set. If you're scheduling a scorecard with goals attached to it and would like those goals to be part of the output, select this option. When you schedule a goal set, you can choose to have either the columnar version of the scorecard output e-mailed to you, or the graphical version of the scorecard. For more information on scorecard goal sets, see the FAQ titled What is a scorecard goal record?. 

5. From the Report field's drop-down menu, select the actual report, definition, or goal set that you would like to schedule. 

6. From the Subset Criteria field's drop-down menu, select from a list of built-in or saved subsets to narrow down the records that will be evaluated during report generation. 

Important: If you're scheduling a scorecard definition or goal set, it's likely that you'll want to leave the default subset data in place here. This default data represents the run parameters associated with the definition or goal record that you're scheduling.
7. Expand the Subset Centers heading to select and include records from centers other than your current active center. 

Note: If you're scheduling a scorecard definition or goal set, this filter selection is unavailable; instead, WebCATS will use the center restrictions associated with the definition or goal record that you're scheduling.

8. To the right of the Output Format field, select the format in which you want your report output to display. There are up to three formatting options available:  

· Normal generates your report output in a viewer-friendly and printer-friendly HTML format. 

· Export Format generates your report output in a comma-delimited format. 

· Dashboard (Graph), only available for scheduled goal sets, generates your report output as a bar chart focused solely on goal progress. 

Note: If you're scheduling a scorecard definition or goal set, skip to step 13. If you're scheduling an old worksheet, skip to step 12. 

9. From the Sort By field's drop-down list, select a sort order to apply to your report output, if applicable. The sort order options available differ depending on the type of report you selected. 

10. To prefix each record ID in your report output with its associated center ID, select the Prepend Center IDs? check box. 

11. If you are running a client activity (session, award, investment, milestone, etc.) report or inquiry report, indicate whether to include activity comments and/or notes in your report output by selecting or deselecting the Include Comments? and/or Include Notes? check boxes. These options do not apply to some types of activity reports, such as the "Summary of..." reports. 

12. If you've scheduled an old worksheet (scorecards contain processing instructions within their saved definition records and, therefore, this field isn't available when scheduling a scorecard), you can indicate special processing from the Worksheet Mode field's drop-down menu: 

· Selecting the "Include audit information" option generates output that includes an audit trail of all records that contributed to each line item.  

Keep in mind that an audit trail can also be achieved by processing the worksheet normally and then clicking any line i            tem in the generated worksheet to see all records included in that line item's total.

· Selecting one of the "Breakdown by..." options produces a worksheet with one column per center, region, month, quarter, or year—depending of course upon the breakdown option chosen. 

13. Enter the e-mail addresses (separated by semi-colons) of the recipients who should receive the recurring report or scorecard output. 

14. In the Message Subject and Message Text fields, be as descriptive as possible so that recipient(s) will know exactly what they're looking at. 

15. Click Add to save your new scheduled report record. 

Website Of The Week - www.greenbiz.com
GreenBiz.com™, Business Voice of the Green Economy, is the leading source for news, opinion, best practices, and other resources on the greening of mainstream business. Launched in 2000, its mission is to provide clear, concise, accurate, and balanced information, resources, and learning opportunities to help companies of all sizes and sectors integrate environmental responsibility into their operations in a manner that supports profitable business practices.

• Specialty web channels ClimateBiz, GreenerBuildings, GreenerComputing, and GreenerDesign, along with a daily free e-newsletter
• The annual State of Green Business Forum and Innovation Forum, as well as virtual events and webcasts in partnership with leading companies and institutions;

• The GreenBiz Executive Network, a peer-to-peer learning forum for sustainability professionals;

At GreenBiz.com™, you’ll find:

• Topical resource centers on key environmental management issues: energy and climate, design and packaging, business operations, resource efficiency, marketing and communications — and one dedicated to the special needs of small business.

• Videos featuring presentations from GreenBiz conferences and other events.

• A wealth of resources to help companies succeed. This is no mere laundry list of links, but handpicked reports, guidebooks, websites, calculators, and other tools — each one summarized by our staff to help increase the effectiveness of your online browsing.

You can also subscribe to GreenBuzz, their free daily e-newsletter featuring the best news, analysis, and resources.  They welcome your feedback on what you like (and don’t) and how GreenBiz.com™ can help you better do your job.

To learn more, please visit their website clicking on: www.greenbiz.com
Resource Of The Week - Business Invest Small Business Program 
Illinois State Treasurer Dan Rutherford Launches “Business Invest: Small Business” Program - Through the Business Invest: Small Business program, the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office offers an interest rate reduction for up to the first 5 years of new small business loans made by Illinois financial institutions.  The program can be used in conjunction with term loans for fixed-asset financing including real estate, construction and equipment.  (The program cannot be used in conjunction with lines of credit.)  The program can also be used in conjunction with 504 loans of any term, and 7(a) loans termed at 5 years or fewer.  To qualify, the business must be located in the state of Illinois and have annual revenues up to $3 million, or up to $5 million if the business is located in a low-to-moderate income community.  

The Business Invest: Small Business program provides an excellent opportunity for businesses to save money on their financing costs, and for lenders to offer below-market rates to new or existing customers while still earning a margin that is comparable to conventional loan margins.  There is no cost to use or apply for the program.  Below are some highlights of the program terms:

Maximum loan value:  $1 million

Deposit rate:  1%

Lender’s spread:  4%

Maximum interest rate to borrower:  5%

Term of participation:  5 years (Term of loan may be any number of years.)

To apply, the lender and the borrower submit brief application forms subsequent to lender’s approval of the loan.  Typical processing time is approximately 2 weeks.  For further information about the program or to discuss a potential project, please call them at (312) 814-8951, or visit them online at: www.treasurer.il.gov/programs/employ-illinois/small-business-owners.aspx.

What's New On CenterConnect 
On CenterConnect you will find the a PDF of a power point presentation entitled 7 Google Tools to Improve Marketing Effectiveness that you may find useful.  The presentation was utilized for a webinar conducted recently by HubSpot.   

Moves And News 

Only 12 more weeks until the ASBDC 31st Annual Conference.   It is being held in San Diego, California from September 6th through 9th, 2011.   The site of this outstanding professional development program will be the Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel.   It promises to be a terrific event with an agenda full of quality educational workshops and seminars.   Registration is now open as well as the opportunity to make hotel room reservations.   You can learn more about the conference, register and make hotel room reservations by clicking on the following link: http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/conference.html
Illinois Export Week - Springfield Seminar on Thursday, June 23rd - This half-day export workshop features presentations by local companies sharing their export successes and tips. Also featured will be speakers representing local, state, and federal trade resources so you can learn how to access programs to help in your export growth.

Location: Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce, Quantum Growth Partnership,1011 South Second Street, Springfield.

For additional information regarding this seminar and to register, please click on the following link:

http://www2.ildceo.net/html_email/ito/ito-blank-footer1.htm
Exporting Agricultural Products Trade Opportunities in Africa & Middle East on Thursday, June 23rd in Lockport - The Illinois Department of Agriculture will address the key issues in the export of agricultural products and the Illinois DCEO Office of Trade and Investment will make a presentation about the trade opportunity in Africa and the Middle East.  You will also have an opportunity to network with presenters, service providers, potential buyers and your peers at the free luncheon after the meeting.   Key Take Aways Include:

· How to take advantage of the government policy to increase export of agricultural products 

· Business opportunities in the dynamic Africa & Middle East market 

· Learn about the economic, legal, political, cultural environment in Africa & Middle East market

· Changes in regulations for trading and logistics 

· Business Opportunities to meet the potential buyers

This seminar will be held at Broken Arrow Golf Club, 16325 West Broken Arrow Drive in Lockport from 9am to 12:30pm.
Please note that while the event is complimentary, registration in advance is required.  Please click here to register, before June 21st.  If you have any other questions, please call or email Mary Ma at 708- 534-6976 or hma@govst.edu.    

Illinois Export Week Conference - Tuesday, June 21st in Chicago
State of Illinois

Office of the Governor 

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Pat Quinn

GOVERNOR
Dear Illinois Business Leader: 

Exporting Means Big Business In Illinois. We rank as the 6th largest exporting state in the US and #1 in the Midwest. In 2010, Illinois exports totaled more than $49.77 billion. In the first quarter of 2011, Illinois has exported more than $14.74 billion worth of non agriculture goods - an increase of 30.43% compared to the same period in 2010. Today, approximately 539,300 Illinois jobs are supported by exports and that number is rapidly increasing. Opportunities are truly limitless on the global stage and it is with this in mind that I would like to extend you an invitation to attend this year’s Illinois Export Week Conference.  

I am hosting the Illinois Export Week Conference as the capstone of a five day Illinois Export Week in order to educate and energize business owners throughout Illinois about the opportunities provided in international trade and business. The conference will feature experts from across the spectrum – including Doug Oberhelman, Chairman and CEO of Caterpillar Inc., among others – who will share their experiences and participate in question and answer sessions.  

I truly believe that the speakers and panelists at this conference will offer advice and perspective that will complement your business acumen, hopefully giving you invaluable tools for future work in the international arena.

The conference is scheduled to take place on June 21 from 8:30 am – 2 pm at the Illinois Institute of Technology, Hermann Hall Conference Center (HHCC), 3241 S. Federal Street, Chicago. Breakfast and Lunch will be included. 

Please visit: www.Exportweek.Illinois.gov to RSVP and see a full agenda. Additionally, please note that while the event is complimentary, registration in advance is required. 

I hope to see you there!
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular
updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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