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· Bonding is Obtainable and Achievable Seminar – June 21st at Chicago State University 
· Operation Boots to Business: from Service to Startup
· Techweek Chicago 2012 – Merchandise Mart in Chicago June 22nd – 26th, 2012

· Program Success of the Week – Solid Color Neckties.com, Inc.
· Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
· Website of the Week - www.IllinoisGetOnline.com  

· Resource of the Week - Google Webmaster Academy
· What's New on CenterConnect
· Moves and News

· Illinois Small Business Week – 2012 Events
Bonding is Obtainable and Achievable Seminar – June 21st at Chicago State University 
The Agenda for the June 21, 2012 seminar on bonding at Chicago State University can be found on CenterConnect.  SBA is extremely excited to join forces with all on the Agenda to provide this much needed training to Contractors in the Chicago area.  The objectives of the seminar are as follows:

1. Provide information on SBA’s Surety Bond Program

2. Inform participants on bonding and lending requirements

3. Provide information on SBA’s District Office resources

4. Inform participants of the SBDC training opportunities 

5. Provide information on local procurement opportunities

6. Assist the contractors on how to navigate the represented procurement organizations

7. Chicago State University to assist with improving the back office of the Contractors

8. Track the participants to their first bond and beyond

For program questions, please contact Peter Gibbs at: 

Peter C. Gibbs, Deputy Director, U.S. Small Business Administration

Office of Surety Guarantees, 409 3rd Street, SW, Suite 8600, Washington, DC 20416

Phone: 202-205-6548 or by email at: peter.gibbs@sba.gov
For additional information and on site logistics at CSU, please contact Isabelle Conda at: i-conda@csu.edu
Operation Boots to Business: from Service to Startup
Please go to CenterConnect for the SBA briefing overview memo for a detailed explanation of the “Boots To Business” national program rollout, scheduled for FY 2013, and the upcoming Marine Corps Pilot program starting this month at four bases across the country.  

SBA recognizes the contributions that veterans make by owning and running businesses that employ millions of Americans. They believe that the opportunity exists to support more veterans so they can grow businesses and create jobs. By partnering with DOD, VA, Syracuse University and each of you, our Resource Partners, to create and deliver an entrepreneurship training program for transitioning service members, SBA will provide the knowledge, tools and resources they need to evaluate opportunities and succeed in small-business ownership. 

SBA is currently implementing a pilot program with the Marine Corps that is being rolled out this month at  four designated bases (Quantico, Cherry Point, Camp Pendleton, Twenty-Nine Palms), for the first time incorporating entrepreneurship training as part of the overall military Transition Assistance Program (TAP). Our expert resource partners will play an integral role in the success of this program by providing progressive phases of instruction that will deliver exposure, introduction, feasibility assessment, and in-depth training for service members interested in business ownership. Dependent on funding and statutory authority, SBA ultimately hopes to implement this model on military bases across the country.  

We will continue to keep you posted on the development of both of these initiatives through the program offices and the OED newsletter. Should you have questions in the meantime, please reach out to your program offices and we’ll make sure we address your concerns, ideas, and input. 

Techweek Chicago 2012 – Merchandise Mart in Chicago June 22nd – 26th, 2012

The Techweek 2012 Conference showcases the technology renaissance evolving in Chicago and the Midwest. Within 5 days, you’ll experience the life cycle of an emerging technology business – from idea to scale. Discover how companies like Groupon, Threadless, Orbitz, 37Signals, and many more started and grew to success in the heart of the Midwest.

Techweek 2011 succeeded in connecting over 400 tech startups and 800 tech companies with government officials including Aneesh Chopra, CTO of the United States and Pat Quinn, Governor of Illinois, along with international technology leaders including Dave McClure, Founder of 500 Startups and Craig Newmark, Founder of Craigslist.

Techweek 2012 Conference & Expo will amplify the signal of digital innovation with over 500 speakers, 2000 technology companies, and 5 new summits including the International Summit, Green & Clean Tech Summit, Financial Tech Summit, Health Tech Summit and TechweekLAUNCH.

The Techweek Expo is a trade show and innovation space where startups to Fortune companies exhibit and demo the newest tech products in front of thousands of Techweek participants.

From Friday, June 22nd to Monday, June 25th, the Techweek Expo will be open at the iconic Merchandise Mart, one of Chicago’s premier international business locations and accessed by thousands of people a day.  If you’re interested in participating at the expo or learning more, fill out an interest form today

To learn more about this Conference and Expo as well as registration information, please visit their website at:  http://techweek.com/conference/ 
Program Success of the Week – Solid Color Neckties.com, Inc.

Prior to coming to the Illinois Small Business Development Center at the College of Lake County, Mike Martyka had worked in retail management with a large company for close to thirty years. He was burned out and determined to do something on his own to make a living.

Mike had dabbled in selling some items on the Internet and was veering in that direction. He was able to buy the inventory of several companies that were going out of business and resell it at a profit. Mike explains, "I was always on the lookout for things to sell and one day I walked into an outlet store and found sport theme neckties. I bought some and re-sold them at a profit, eventually designing a web site from scratch to sell the ties." He built SolidColorNeckTies.com, Inc. into a full time business.

Mike joined the Illinois SBDC at CLC's CEO Advisory Board thinking it would be a good place to talk about his business among his peers, hear about their businesses and learn new ideas along the way. "The CEO Advisory Board helped me gain confidence in what I was doing. Our sales and profits have increased in triple digits since I first met Jan Bauer and began working with the Illinois SBDC." Today, SolidColorNeckTies.com, Inc. has over 100 tie colors and thousands of matching accessories in stock and is no longer just about solid color neckties.

Mike states, "When I first met Jan and became involved with the CEO Advisory Board, I thought I was still in the mindset of having a nice, comfortable home business. The CEO Advisory Board meetings gave me more confidence in what I was doing and helped me better plan for the growth of my business."

www.SolidColorNeckTies.com, Inc. has continued to expand and evolve and now occupies a 7,000 square foot office and warehouse in Mundelein. 

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
When entering information into WebCATS, please be sure to enter the correct funding source.   This is particularly important as it relates to the SBDC TIES and Small Business Jobs Act (SBJA) funded Centers.   Without properly entering information under the correct funding source, reporting to SBA for these projects will not be accurate.   We thank you for your attention to this very important process.   Please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator if you have any questions.

Website of the Week - www.IllinoisGetOnline.com 
Now that the launch of the Google event is over, the promotional messaging should be focused on raising awareness for the free website offer at www.IllinoisGetOnline.com . 

Google has put together a new set of marketing materials with this new post-launch messaging. You can use the attached HTML file and communication document to find copy for websites, emails, newsletters, social media and more. Please take a look at the attached communication and marketing materials.
Resource of the Week - Google Webmaster Academy
Google houses an incredible amount of information about how to get your site up, running and ranked in the dominate search engine. Between the Support pages, the information tucked away in Webmaster Central, the forums, and the content they share on blogs, any question a webmaster could have about their site has probably already been answered. However, because the content is spread out and so vast, it can be pretty hard to find the answer you’re looking for, especially for SMBs who aren’t as familiar with terminology or concepts as they’d like to be.

Lucky for us, Google is helping to solve this problem with the help of the recently announced Google Webmaster Academy.

Garen Checkly from the Google Search Quality Team, has announced the creation of the new Webmaster Academy which Google says is “designed to walk business owners through the information they need to get their site up and running in easy to understand steps”. Finally, the answers you were looking for, centralized so you can actually find them.

As the name suggests, the content in Webmaster Academy will be laid out in a syllabus-style format where site owners will be able to navigate between 19 different subject lessons to improve their knowledge and increase their visibility in the Google search results.

There’s a little something for everyone here as topics range from:

· How to get online for free

· Creating a Google Places listing

· Using Google+

· Adding your site to Webmaster Tools

· Making your site easy for Google to crawl

· What makes great content

· And a lot more!

Once you click into any of the subject areas, Google will provide a tutorial on that topic, defining key terms and processes, offering links to inking off to additional Google resources, and providing video instruction, where applicable. For Google, this is a great way to highlight all of the content they have in their arsenal and make it findable. As a business owner, this is a great way to benefit from all the free resources that Google has created for webmasters. I especially like that Google is providing links for SMBs to dig even deeper into topic areas. It turns the Academy into an even more valuable resource than it would be on its own.

To read more about it, please click on: http://smallbiztrends.com/2012/05/google-introduces-the-webmaster-academy.html
What's New on CenterConnect
This week on CenterConnect you will find a copy of the agenda for the June 21, 2012 seminar on bonding at Chicago State University and also a detailed briefing on the SBA “Boots To Business” national program rollout.
Moves and News

2013 IESBGA Conference – Please Save the Dates !    It appears that the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association 2013 Meeting will be held during the Week of May 20th.    The conference will again be held at Illinois State University in Normal.   Please save May 20th through May 23rd, 2013 now, to avoid any scheduling conflicts next year.   Thank you.
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Event

6/11
Forest Park
Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center


The ABCs of Certification  










Seminar

6/11
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Law and Order:










Collections - Seminar

6/12
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center
Hire Your First Employee










Workshop

6/12
Aurora

Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee Community College
Marketing for Small











Business – Workshop

6/12
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Women’s Business Dev. Center
Closing the Deals: 










Planning Sales Strategies

6/12
Forest Park
Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center


The ABCs of Business










Accounting – Seminar

6/12
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Speaking the Language of










Your Business - Seminar

6/13
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center
“Starting Your Business in 










Illinois” – Seminar

6/13
LaSalle

Illinois SBDC at Illinois Valley Community College
“iMedia Marketing Made










Easy” – Seminar Series

6/13
Normal

Illinois SBDC at Illinois State University

“Starting Your Business in










Illinois” – Seminar

6/13
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Starting A Business: Next










Steps – Workshop

6/14
Chicago

SBA Illinois District Office
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Awards Luncheon

6/14
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center
How to Write A Business 










Plan – Workshop

6/14
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Women’s Business Dev. Center
“Is Certification Right For










You?” – Workshop

6/14
Forest Park
Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center


The ABCs of Financing










Your Business – Seminar

6/14
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Using QuickBooks To










Manage Your Business

6/16
Forest Park
Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center


Intellectual Property:











Patents, Trademarks and










Copyrights – Seminar

6/18
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Law and Order: 










Mechanics Liens

6/19
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Women’s Business Dev. Center
Take The Mystery Out Of










Finance – Seminar

6/19
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Starting A Business:










First Steps - Seminar

6/20
Aurora

Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee Community College
“Starting Your Business in










Illinois” – Seminar

6/20
Chicago

Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center
How to Write A Business










Plan - Workshop

6/21
Elgin

Illinois SBDC at Elgin Community College

“Starting Your Business in











Illinois” – Seminar

6/21
Schaumburg
Illinois SBDC at Harper College


Managing Cash Flow For










Your Business Survival

6/22
Centralia
Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College


“2012 Emerging










Entrepreneur Award”
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each 

Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small 

business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to 

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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