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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

- ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2010 - PLEASE SEND YOUR EVENTS LIST

- JUNE SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

- ADMINISTRATOR MILLS LETTER ON AFFORDABLE CARE
- HELPING COMPANIES FIND NEW MARKETS IN ROCKFORD

- REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010 ASBDC CONFERENCE IS NOW AVAILABLE !
- PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - MASTER UNIFORM MANUFACTURING   
- GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - PUBLISHING EVENTS ON ECENTER

- WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.EXPORT-U.COM
- RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WEBCATS EMAILS INTO CONSTANT CONTACT
- WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - ISSUES OF THE WEEKLY CONNECTION 

- DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES - RVC SBDC
- MOVES AND NEWS

ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2010 - PLEASE SEND YOUR EVENTS LIST
The 47th Annual Illinois Small Business Week will be celebrated in Illinois from Sunday, June 27th through Saturday, July 3rd, 2010.   As part of that week's events, the Awards, Lender Matchmaking and Business Expo will take place on Tuesday, June 29th at Navy Pier in Chicago.
 
As in past years, we would like to compile a list of all of the events happening around the state hosted by Centers of the IEN.   If you have training events, awards ceremonies or other activities scheduled in and around Illinois Small Business Week we would appreciate your sending them to us.   Even if your events will occur the week before or after Small Business Week, we would still like to include them.
 
Please send any events you have scheduled from Sunday, June 20th through Saturday, July 10th, 2010 to Mark Enstrom, Illinois SBDC Resource Development Coordinator at mark.enstrom@illinois.gov    Thank you for helping us develop this statewide list of Small Business Week Events.
JUNE SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

The June Small Business Advocate, published by the U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy has been released and is now available at

http://www.sba.gov/advo/june10.pdf.   The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

IN THIS ISSUE you will find: Legislative News -   Roundtable on U.S. Patent System Changes, 1;  Regulatory News -   EPA Defers Greenhouse Gas Requirements, 3,   Roundtable on Air Quality Rules for Boilers, 3,  Advocacy Comments on Proposed Constrictor Snake Ban, 2,   EBSA e-Signature Option, 5;  Research Notes -   Regions Should Cooperate on Economic Development, 7,   What Factors Boost the Number of Entrepreneurs? 7;   Veterans Research -   Advocacy Testimony on Veterans in Business, 5;  Zoltan Acs Joins Advocacy as Chief Economist, 6;  Small Businesses and Social Media, 8

For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6532.

ADMINISTRATOR MILLS LETTER ON AFFORDABLE CARE
Administrator Karen Mills of the U.S. Small Business Administration has written an open letter to small business owners across the United States explaining immediate benefits available to small businesses as part of the Affordable Care Act.  

The full letter is available at www.sba.gov/acaletter.  Please share this critical information about these immediate benefits with small business owners in your community as soon as possible.

HELPING COMPANIES FIND NEW MARKETS IN ROCKFORD

Economic Development Now (ED Now) is the title of the newsletter of the International Economic Development Council (IEDC).   In the May 10th issue of ED Now they included an article titled, "Fighting the Recession by Helping Companies Find New Markets: Government Contracting".   We wanted to share this article with you for several reasons.   

Not only is it a story about business successes in a major city in Illinois, but it was written by Pam Schallhorn, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College in Rockford.   She tells the story about helping clients by working with the Illinois PTAC in their local area.   The article is attached in a Word document.

Congratulations Pam, on having your article published in the IEDC ED Now Newsletter and thanks for sharing it with us.

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010 ASBDC CONFERENCE IS NOW AVAILABLE Registration and Housing for the 30th ASBDC Annual Conference being held September 21st - 24th, 2010, at the beautiful Grand Hyatt Hotel in downtown San Antonio, Texas, is now open.  To access the on-line registration and information regarding this year's Conference, please click here.   We look forward to seeing you in San Antonio in September !
PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - MASTER UNIFORM MANUFACTURING Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee Community College client Karen Olsen and her husband, Brian, recently purchased the family uniform business from Brian's uncle, assuring another generation would carry forward this small manufacturer in Oswego.  
 Master Uniform manufactures everything from uniforms to aprons, laundry and tote bags, banners and other specialty items.  They specialize in smaller order sizes, and custom colors and designs that aren't available from larger manufacturers.  Customers include retailers, grocers, medical facilities, and non-profit organizations, from as far away as Texas and South Dakota. 

 The company began in the 1940's on Wabash Street in Chicago. Brian's uncle worked in the business, and ultimately purchased it in 1980.  In 1981 he relocated the business to Bedford Park, and moved again in 1991 to its current Oswego location at 2101 Albright Road.

 Brian began working in the business when he was 12 years old, ultimately working his way up to shop manager.  He left the business in 1990 when he joined the Aurora Police Department.  When Karen was in high school and dating Brian, she folded T-shirts on weekends - earning money that helped pay for their wedding.  Years later, their son also joined the business as a screen printer.

 Last year, Brian's uncle announced his plan to retire and sell the business. After several other potential buyers were unable to obtain financing, Karen and Brian began looking into purchasing the business. Karen visited the SBDC for assistance with a business plan, and obtained an SBA 504 loan to purchase the property and assets of the business.  

 Since taking over the business in February, Karen has already made many changes to ensure that the business will grow and prosper for another generation.  Key improvements included getting employees more involved in business operating decisions.  This had an immediate impact on the bottom line, as employees made suggestions that resulted in reduced scrap, and increased operating efficiencies.

 The new company tag line is "A thread of Quality runs through everything we do." When you talk to Karen Olson, you know immediately that this is not just a marketing slogan, but a philosophy that she has applied to running the next generation of the family business.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - PUBLISHING AN EVENT ON ECENTER

How do I publish a conference from WebCATS on eCenter?

To publish an event on eCenter you will first need to create the conference record in WebCATS.  You should enter as much information as possible about the event to avoid unnecessary calls. 

Once the basic information about the event has been entered, then you will now need to decide whether you want to publicize this event on eCenter or not.  If you do decide to post this event on eCenter then you will need to answer the question: "Post this conference on eCenter?" in the affirmative. 

In order to publicize the event on eCenter you will also need to provide some additional information necessary for online registration. 

All relevant eCenter information is presented together in the same section on the conference form.  In addition to providing a time of the event, you will also want to provide a name, phone number and email address of the contact person for this event. This person may or may not be the actual instructor but rather the person handling all registration related questions.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.EXPORT-U.COM 
The goal of Eport-U.com is to deliver free and convenient export training to business professionals and students regardless of their location, resources or schedule.    This website is the product of a collaboration between the U.S. Export Assistance Center in Atlanta and the International Trade Center of the University of Georgia SBDC.   It is currently being developed with support from the U.S. Department of Commerce through its Rural Export Initiative (REI) and with other private and public sponsors.

Some of the webinar topics you can watch for free include: Are You Ready?, Global Market Research, Secondary Research, Costing, Approaching the Market, Payment Terms and SBA Financing.    All of these taped webinars are under 24 minutes.  There is also a section that includes links to some very useful trade websites.

You are encouraged to visit this website because there have been many improvements which have been made recently.   We hope you find it to be a valuable tool resource for both you and your small business clients.   It is free and easy to register. Please visit them at: www.export-u.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WEBCATS EMAILS INTO CONSTANT CONTACT 
At the recent IESBGA Conference in Decatur, Constant Contact conducted a break out session on Tuesday morning from 9am to 10:30am.  It featured 3 SBDC Directors sharing how they use Constant Contact.   For sharing their time, expertise and experiences, we want to thank Denise Ching, Jan Bauer and Harriet Parker.
Harriet Parker shared how she exports email lists from WebCATS and is able to create mailing lists on Constant Contact.  As we had many Center Directors interested in how this can be done, she was asked to share her process.   Attached as a Word document are the instructions on how to create these lists.   Our Thanks to Harriet for sharing this information that we now share with you as the Resource of the Week.   

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - ISSUES OF THE WEEKLY CONNECTION 

Just as a reminder, you can find the past issues of the IEN Weekly Connection on CenterConnect.   If you think you read something in a past issue but aren't sure, simply go to CenterConnect and you can find all of the past issues of the weekly newsletter.  We hope you find that having access to these past issues is helpful and great way to find information. 

Also on CenterConnect you will find the document mentioned in the item above that provides instructions on how to move WebCATS e-mail addresses into ConstantContact.
DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES - RVC SBDC
Below are the Disaster Assistance and Recovery Project activities conducted by the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College in Rockford.

Outreach Efforts

· A number of contacts have been made to various businesses and agencies to set up meetings, business and/or stakeholder workshops.

· To continue to contact small business that has been affected by the 2007 and/or 2008 flood in Winnebago County.  
· There will be a continual push to contact current SDBC clients to encourage them to participate in the DAR program by attending a workshop and completing a Business Continuity Plan. 
Upcoming Events
· Minority Council - opportunity to network with businesses

· InCrowd Networking Group - opportunity to network with businesses

· First Friday – opportunity to network with businesses

Media Coverage

We have received a lot of media coverage from our local television stations and local Newspaper.  Each month we have sent out press releases and have previously advertised on the radio.  A number of e-blasts have been sent out to promote the program and to encourage the workshops.

Disaster Assistance and Recovery 

Survive and Thrive Workshops

	Event
	Date (s)
	Location

	Caldwell Group
	May 11, 2010 @ 10am
	Caldwell Group

Rockford, IL

	River District Association
	TBD – June 2010
	TBD

	Midtown District Association
	TBD – June 2010
	TBD

	Rockton Chamber


	May 19, 2010 @ 6pm
	Rockton Chamber

Rockton, IL

	Open General Session


	May 20, 2010 @ 1pm
	EIGERlab

Rockford, ILO


MOVES AND NEWS

The DCEO Springfield Office is moving on Wednesday, 6/9/10.   We are not moving far.   The Ridgely Building is one block south and one block west from our current location, for those familiar with downtown Springfield.  

Although we are physically moving on June 9th, our new mailing address which will be effective on June 22nd, will be:

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

500 East Monroe

Springfield, Illinois 62701-1643

All staff phone numbers and emails will remain the same.   All ESB staff in the Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology will be located on the 5th Floor of our new location.   Please be patient as it may take a day or two for us to respond to your requests for information and assistance during this move.    Thank You. 
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
