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Protecting Your Rights: A Seminar for Owners of Intellectual Property - Springfield June 14th 

This seminar is an opportunity to learn the basics of intellectual property rights (IPR) protection and enforcement and to discover the resources that are available to help your business enforce IPR at home and abroad. This dynamic day-long program will feature presentations by intellectual property experts and law enforcement officials from the U.S. Department of Commerce Office of Intellectual Property Rights, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and the National IPR Coordination Center. The program will end with the opportunity to meet one-on-one with these experts.

Seminar topics include: 

- The basics of obtaining intellectual property rights in the United States and internationally 

- Protecting your patent in the United States and internationally, the Patent Cooperation Treaty, common mistakes to avoid 

- Trade secrets & best practices 

- How to obtain and maintain trademarks and copyrights 

- How to enforce intellectual property rights in the United States and internationally 

- Remedies for counterfeiting, piracy, and trade secret theft 

- Law enforcement resources for intellectual property rights enforcement 

This seminar will be held on Thursday, June 14, 2012 at the Lincoln Land Community College, Capital City Training Center located at 130 West Mason Street, Lower Level in Springfield.

Registration will begin at 7:30 am, with the program being held from 8:00am to 4:00pm.

To Register On-line, Please Go To:  http://iprightsseminar.eventbrite.com
Peoria Region Seen As Major U.S. Exporter
Federal figures show the Peoria region is a major U.S. exporter, sending abroad more merchandise per person than any other part of the country.

Peoria's port district TransPORT said the five most popular products exported from Greater Peoria are machinery, fabricated metal products, chemicals, transportation equipment and electrical equipment.  Most of the products are headed for Chile, Canada, Brazil, Belgium and Australia.

The Peoria region exported nearly $30,000 worth of products per person in 2010. That's according to the International Trade Administration, a bureau of the U.S. Department of Commerce. Exports totaled more than $11 billion, making the Peoria region the 22nd largest export market in the nation.

Manufacturers exporting to world markets from Peoria include Caterpillar, Komatsu, Case New Holland, Kress Manufacturing and Excel Foundry.

SBA and AARP Team Up to Connect Older Americans With Resources to Start, Grow Businesses 

The U.S. Small Business Administration and AARP are launching a strategic alliance to provide counseling and training to entrepreneurs over the age of 50 who want to start or grow a small business. Through SBA’s online training courses and its nationwide network of business mentors and counselors, the two organizations expect to train 100,000 “encore entrepreneurs,” men and women over 50 who are starting or running a small business.

SBA has set up a dedicated web page Americans over the age of 50 featuring: an online self-assessment tool that will help potential small business owners understand their readiness for starting a business as well as information to help with business planning, shaping a winning business idea, professional counseling, financial services and information to find local resources in your area. This web page can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/content/50-entrepreneurs.

SBA and AARP also will jointly develop and host a customized online course, self-assessment, and webinar series for older entrepreneurs.  SBA already offers a suite of online courses for people who want to start and grow their business. To take a course, go to http://www.sba.gov/training under “online courses.”  Course topics include start-up basics, finance strategies, marketing tactics, overseas trade, and more.

This entire article may be found by clicking on: http://www.sba.gov/about-sba-services/7367/148061
Program Success of the Week - Automated Design Corporation

Automated Design Corporation (ADC) began designing and building quality custom automation in 1985 for the automotive industry and quickly grew to design solutions for a great range of services and industries world-wide. Today, ADC is the world leader in sports research and development testing equipment, having provided solutions to every major sports manufacturer, including golf, tennis, baseball, softball, soccer, and basketball, etc. The company is located in Romeoville.  They have successfully exported to overseas markets in Asia and Europe, having reached over $300,000 in exports per year.   

Since the STEP Program launched, ADC has taken advantage of the program to visit potential partners in China in March, 2012. The Illinois SBDC  International Trade Center at Governors State University has worked very closely with this client.  Mary Ma helped them prepare the STEP application packet and assisted in planning the business trip agenda and as a liaison with the States China office.  ADC had a very successful international sales mission. They visited more than 10 business partners and potential buyers, with the support from OTI and the State offices in Hong Kong and Shanghai.  During the trip, they acquired $7,000 in new orders.  They estimated their export value will increase $172,000 in the next 12 months. 

As the company mentioned, “The big advantage of this trip, was not project based. There was time to pursue new customers and look into local representation in China. Without the STEP program we would not have attempted a trip at this time. With the ITC and OTI‘s help and encouragement we were the first Illinois business to use the STEP program to go to China. As Mary said we were the pioneers of the STEP program. The continuous encouragement and suggestions from everyone was so professional and enthusiastic. I don’t feel the paperwork was overwhelming. The hardest part was picking up the phone to get more information.”

Automated Design has utilized SBA programs from day one, 26 years ago. They have taken advantage of SCORE programs, Export finance options and the new STEP program. Using the SBA allows them to compete with larger companies and promote American made products overseas. They made the video, ADC & SBA "Solutions That Work"  and participated in the SBA video contest in 2012.  

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
Register Today for June's Training Webinar - Are you a new user of WebCATS? Then this webinar is for you! You'll be taken on a high-level walk-thru of WebCATS' basic features so that you have a solid foundation of knowledge to expand upon as your duties require you to delve deeper and deeper into the workings of WebCATS.

      WebCATS 101
      Two sessions to choose from: June 8 @ 11am PST | June 13 @ 8am PST
Requiring only a phone, Internet access, and 120 minutes of your time, this webinar is an excellent opportunity to get free training on a skill vital to your program's mission.

Register today via eCenter Direct! 

Website of the Week - www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses  
SBA is pleased to introduce the new training module, “The WOSB Advantage”– A Guide to the Women Owned Small Business Program.  The training program is featured both in the Government Contracting Classroom (www.sba.gov/gcclassroom) and on the Women Owned Businesses webpage (http://www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses).

The self-paced online module, which runs about 22 minutes, is designed to encourage and help women entrepreneurs take advantage of the new WOSB program.  It includes a comprehensive overview of the program; instructions on how to self-certify or engage a third party certifier; and, an extensive menu of resources, including live links to all applicable forms and websites.    

“The WOSB Advantage” is one of several new training courses featured in the Government Contracting Classroom and is designed to help small firms win federal contracts.  

Other training modules currently in the GC Classroom include:

	Training Program
	Topic
	Access Program

	“The WOSB Advantage”   (new)
	How to participate in the WOSB program
	Enter/Register

	The HUBZone Primer
	Guide to understanding and using the HUBZone program
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 1
	Overview of contracting basics & certification programs
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 2
	How the government buys goods and services
	Enter/Register

	Government Contracting 101-Part 3
	How to sell to the government
	Enter/Register

	A Veterans Guide
	Help veterans win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	A Guide for Women Entrepreneurs
	Help women entrepreneurs win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Recovery Act Opportunities
	How to win federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Business Opportunities
	A guide to winning federal contracts
	Enter/Register

	Insight
	Guide to the 8(a) Business Development Program
	Enter/Register


To learn more, please visit: http://www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-businesses
Resource of the Week – IRS Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop
New small business owners can now learn about federal tax responsibilities with the Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop.  To access this program, please click on: Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop.
What's New On CenterConnect
The newly revised 2012 Waiver-Modification Form for use by all centers is now on CenterConnect in the Forms Section.  A copy of the seminar brochure for “Protecting Your Rights: A Seminar for Owners of Intellectual Property” being held in Springfield June 14th is also available on CenterConnect
Moves and News

An “Advantage Illinois” event to help current and new local businesses owners access the capital they need for success will be held on June 6th hosted by State Representative Sid Mathias, in cooperation with the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity. The event will take place from 3:00-4:30pm at the Buffalo Grove Chamber Building & Youth Center, 501 Raupp Boulevard in Buffalo Grove.

The Advantage Illinois program’s purpose is to accelerate investments and ease the credit crunch for small businesses through the use of more than $78 million from the federal State Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI) of the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010. 

“We need to encourage and support the creation and expansion of small business in Illinois,” said Mathias. “These businesses are a driving force of our Illinois economy, and this program will provide valuable assistance to these entrepreneurs during this difficult time.” 

Advantage Illinois consists of the following components:

Capital Access Program (CAP) assists businesses with various financing needs. It is designed to encourage financial institutions to make loans to small and new businesses that do not qualify under conventional lending policies.

Participation Loan Program (PLP) supports businesses with projects that create or retain jobs and/or modernize their businesses to improve competitiveness. One component of the program is devoted to Minority/Women/Disabled/Veteran-Owned businesses (MWDV PLP). The state purchases and subordinates part of the loan to help mitigate lender risk.

Collateral Support Program (CSP) establishes savings accounts or CDs that provide cash collateral support to lending institutions to enhance the equity and/or loan collateral levels of small business borrowers.

Invest Illinois Venture Fund Program (IIVF) is a new venture capital program to support young, innovative companies in Illinois that show high growth potential, can demonstrate their place in the market and already have other investors.

The media is welcome to attend. Additional information about the Advantage Illinois initiative can be found at: www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Advantage+Illinois.
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