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In Today's Weekly Connection: 
 

-        2007 Illinois Small Business Week
-        The Small Business Advocate Newsletter

-        Business Owners on Work-Life Balance

-        Website of the Week - www.franfit.com   

-        Resource of the Week - IEN Business Information Center

-        Moves and News 

2007 Illinois Small Business Week
The 2007 Illinois Small Business Week will be June 24-30, 2007.  Please click on www.smallbusinessweek2007.com to find out more information about the conference training and awards reception that will be held on Wednesday June 27th at Navy Pier in Chicago as part of the Small Business Week celebration.   Please help promote this special week and the June 27th event by sending out the website to your clients, area businesses, banks, chambers and other interested organizations.   To register for the activities on June 27th you can go to http://www.smallbusinessweek2007.com/onlineReservations.htm.
The Small Business Advocate Newsletter

The June 2007 Small Business Advocate Newsletter, Volume 26, number 6, can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/june07.pdf .  The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

Business Owners on Work-Life Balance
The latest edition of the Open from American Express Small Business Monitor takes a look at some interesting facets of entrepreneurship. The survey asked business owners to comment on a series of questions related to work-life balance. Eighty-one percent of respondents were satisfied with the amount of leisure time they had, but 64% admitted that it was stressful to balance work responsibilities with other pursuits. A plurality (34%) of entrepreneurs cited flexibility (followed by working under pressure and knowing the market) as the key entrepreneurial skill. Familial support is important to business owners, with 81% noting that being an entrepreneur helps contribute to a happy marriage or relationship. Finally, entrepreneurs hope to keep it in the family, as 61% of surveyed parents would like to have their children join them in the business. View the May 2007 results from the semiannual Open from American Express Small Business Monitor.
Website of the Week - www.franfit.com
Franfit, Inc. has established a strategic alliance with the ASBDC, their goal being to create a strong relationship and become a resource to SBDCs by providing valuable assistance in helping your clients who are considering starting a business venture. They simplify the process by providing free franchise consulting services to you and your clients.  please feel free to visit their website or call them on the exclusive national toll-free SBDC line (866-733-4128) should you have questions, comments or suggestions on how we can work together more effectively.

Resource of the Week - IEN Business Information Center

Your First Stop to state services and assistance with starting a business and answers to your questions about state business requirements.  Get the right answer the First time.   When you or your clients contacts the IEN BIC at 800-252-2923, the services you can expect include: 

· Business startup kit & business specialists 

· New Legislation 

· Starting A Business In Illinois Handbook - Spanish/English  

· Online step by step business startup guide 

· Free guides on day cares, restaurants & many more businesses 

· Small Business Regulatory Alerts 

· Details on Business Financing Programs 

· List of business profiles and requirements 

· Para información en español por favor llamar al: 1-800/252-2923 o envíe su mensaje por medio del Correo electrónico Sonia.Gerson@illinois.gov 

Moves and News 
The “Moves and News” section of the IEN Weekly Connection Newsletter will be utilized to report on staff changes within the IEN as well as special news items of interest about the IEN.  In this week’s “Moves and News”  
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
 


 







 




[image: image10.jpg]



 

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
