[image: image1.jpg]@ llnaiseréngptencuns ipnework




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION

DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
May 24, 2010

	

	

	


In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2010 - PLEASE SEND US YOUR EVENTS LIST
-  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS FORUM - JUNE 11th - CARBONDALE
-  FINANCING YOUR BUSINESS - FOREST PARK ON 5/27
-  USCIS TO ISSUE REDESIGNED GREEN CARD

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - THERMALSHELL TECHNOLOGIES 
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK 

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK 

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

This is U. S. Small Business Week.  Please click here to find out information about the various events in Washington DC to celebrate small business. 

ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2010 - SEND US YOUR EVENTS LIST
The 47th Annual Illinois Small Business Week will be celebrated in Illinois from Sunday, June 27th through Saturday, July 3rd, 2010.   As part of that week's events, the Awards, Lender Matchmaking and Business Expo will take place on Tuesday, June 29th at Navy Pier in Chicago.
 

As in past years, we would like to compile a list of all of the events happening around the state hosted by Centers of the IEN.   If you have training events, awards ceremonies or other activities scheduled in and around Illinois Small Business Week we would appreciate your sending them to us.   Even if your events will occur the week before or after Small Business Week, we would still like to include them.
 

Please send any events you have scheduled from Sunday, June 20th through Saturday, July 10th, 2010 to Mark Enstrom, Illinois SBDC Resource Development Coordinator at mark.enstrom@illinois.gov    Thank you for helping us develop this statewide list of Small Business Week Events.
 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS FORUM - JUNE 11TH - CARBONDALE
The Government Partnership for Economic Development (GPED) is sponsoring a Small Business Forum in Carbondale on Friday, June 11th.   The GPED is a group of federal, state and local government agencies who have programs designed to assist small businesses in Illinois.   The Illinois SBDC is a member of the GPED.   
 

The Small Business Forum on June 11th at the Dunn Richmond Economic Development Center in Carbondale, is for small business assistance providers, including the Illinois SBDCs and PTACs in Southern Illinois.  The purpose of the event is to exchange information about programs for small businesses in the Southern Illinois area with other Southern Illinois assistance providers.   Others invited include local lenders, chambers of commerce and economic development organizations.
 

This free event will be held from 8:30am to noon.   Registration however is required.   For those in Southern Illinois that are unable to attend in person, there is an opportunity to participate via phone conference call.   All materials will be provided to you prior to the Forum.   
 

To learn more about the Small Business Forum and to register for this free Forum, please click on the following link http://2010southernillinoissbf.eventbrite.com/ 
 

FINANCING YOUR BUSINESS - FOREST PARK ON 5/27
The Illinois SBDC at the Joseph Center is presenting “Financing Your Business,” on Thursday May 27th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  The event will be held at the Living Word Christian Center (LWCC) in the Annex.  The LWCC is located at 7600 West Roosevelt Road in Forest Park.  The fee is $25.  Please register online at www.josephcenter.com or call 708-697-6200 for more information.

 

USCIS TO ISSUE REDESIGNED GREEN CARD
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has announced that it has redesigned the Permanent Resident Card—commonly known as the “Green Card”—to incorporate several major new security features.  The Green Card redesign is the latest advance in USCIS’s ongoing efforts to deter immigration fraud.  State-of-the-art technology incorporated into the new card prevents counterfeiting, obstructs tampering, and facilitates quick and accurate authentication.  
 

The enhanced features will better serve law enforcement, employers, and immigrants, all of whom look to the Green Card as definitive proof of authorization to live and work in the United States.  Among the benefits of the redesign:  Secure optical media will store biometrics for rapid and reliable identification of the card holder.  Holographic images, laser engraved fingerprints, and high resolution micro-images will make the card nearly impossible to reproduce.  Tighter integration of the card design with personalized elements will make it difficult to alter the card if stolen.  Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) capability will allow Customs and Border Protection officers at ports of entry to read the card from a distance and compare it immediately to file data.  Finally, a preprinted return address will enable the easy return of a lost card to USCIS.
 

In keeping with the Permanent Resident Card’s nickname, it will now be colored green for easy recognition.  USCIS will replace Green Cards already in circulation as individuals apply for renewal or replacement.
 

For more information on permanent residency and other immigration benefits, visit www.uscis.gov, or call USCIS’s National Customer Service Center at (800) 375-5283.
 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - THERMALSHELL TECHNOLOGIES 
Mr. John Biesiadecki is the proud President of ThermalShell Technologies, Inc. in Sycamore.    He is "proud", because his company success is proving that "green business" is "good business", in Illinois.   ThermalShell, a client of the Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage produces composite precast steel insulated modular panels.   This product contributes to substantial energy savings by retrofitting existing buildings and when used in new construction.
 

This green construction technology is getting noticed around the world.   An engineering professor at Northern Illinois University is aware of this product and has included the ThermalShell technology in his presentations at energy conservation conferences last year in China, Switzerland and Spain.   The company was also featured in an article in a recent edition of "Concrete Magazine", a publication for the precast industry.
 

Congratulations to John Biesiadecki for his business success and for helping Illinois businesses save money with this green construction technology.   Congratulations also to the Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage for all of the assistance they have provided to this client during the past several years.
 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
On Wednesday, May 26th we will be upgrading our current version of eCenter Direct to eCenter 2.0  The upgrade will start around 8:00am and will last until 11:00am.  Please be advised you will have no access to WebCATS at this time.  

We will also be offering several training sessions in early June to discuss the newest features available in eCenter 2.0.   Please see CenterConnect for an overview of eCenter 2.0 and information on the upcoming training dates.
 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.MARKETWATCH.COM    
A man walks into a bank with the intention to rob it.  He slips a note to the teller who then turns to him and says, "You know you can do this online now." 
That punch line is how many describe the cyber-threat epidemic.   It's an old problem with a new face.  It's more difficult to chase down when the person robbing your business is 6,000 miles away.  Sometimes hackers find it easier to target small and midsized businesses, as large firms erect more sophisticated information-security systems. 
The average cost of fraud for self-employed and small-business owners is about $4,627, slightly higher than the national average of $4,240, said the National Council of Better Business Bureaus. 
The top takeaway almost all panelists at a recent Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. symposium on cyber-crime stressed is that small-business owners need to be aware of the threats that exist and be educated on solutions.   To read the entire article and learn the eight ways to beef up your security system, please click on the link below. 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/keep-your-business-safe-from-online-criminals-2010-05-18?pagenumber=1
 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH CARE TAX CREDITS
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued new guidance to make it easier for small businesses to determine whether they are eligible for the new health care tax credit under the Affordable Care Act and how large a credit they will receive.  The guidance makes it clear that small businesses receiving state health care tax credits may still qualify for the full federal tax credit. Additionally, the guidance allows small businesses to receive the credit not only for regular health insurance but also for add-on dental and vision coverage. 
Notice 2010-44, posted on IRS.gov, provides detailed guidelines, illustrated by more than a dozen examples, to help small employers determine whether they qualify for the credit and estimate the amount of the credit. The notice also requests public comment on issues that should be addressed in future guidance.
Included in the Affordable Care Act approved by Congress in March and signed into law by the President, the small business health care tax credit, which is in effect this year, is designed to encourage small employers to offer health insurance coverage for the first time or maintain coverage they already have.  
In general, the credit is available to small employers that pay at least half the cost of single coverage for their employees in 2010. The credit is specifically targeted to help small businesses and tax-exempt organizations that primarily employ moderate and lower income workers.
For tax years 2010 to 2013, the maximum credit is 35 percent of premiums paid by eligible small business employers and 25 percent of premiums paid by eligible employers that are tax-exempt organizations. The maximum credit goes to smaller employers ​​–– those with 10 or fewer full-time equivalent (FTE) employees ––​​ paying annual average wages of $25,000 or less. The credit is completely phased out for employers that have 25 FTEs or more or that pay average wages of $50,000 per year or more. Because the eligibility rules are based in part on the number of FTEs, not the number of employees, businesses that use part-time help may qualify even if they employ more than 25 individuals.
Eligible small businesses can claim the credit as part of the general business credit starting with the 2010 income tax return they file in 2011. For tax-exempt organizations, the IRS will provide further information on how to claim the credit.
More information about the credit, including a step-by-step guide and answers to frequently asked questions, is available on the Affordable Care Act page on the IRS website. 
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
As we continue to provide updates on the Disaster Assistance and Recovery (DAR) Project, these updates will be added to CenterConnect.  We hope you find these updates to be informative and useful as you provide assistance to your clients who could benefit from the DAR Project Updates and Success Stories. 
Also on CenterConnect you will find a copy of the flyer on the WebCATS eCenter Training programs and a flyer for the Southern Illinois Small Business Forum. 

The Federal Fiscal Year 2010 Report for the Illinois SBDC through April 2010 and the IEN April 2010 Performance Report are now available on CenterConnect.
 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY PROJECT UPDATES - COD SBDC
The Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage, DAR Project continues to offer weekly Disaster Awareness Webinars, ‘Are You Ready?’ and monthly Disaster Plan Workshops, ‘Ready Business’ in addition to providing individual counseling to clients who are ready to create Business Continuity/Disaster Preparedness plans. While the pace of our outreach activities has slowed, we have pulled together an event that was held on May 12th, the Disaster Preparedness Forum for Small Business. 
 

It featured six experts from various fields including insurance, disaster recovery, IT and emergency management. Beyond sharing advice with our attendees, they were available for networking and individual consultations with our attendees. We are providing follow up and additional resources to the attendees of the program. Details are available at our web site, www.cod.edu/disasterplan. Additionally, we co-sponsored a DAR Seminar with the Illinois SBDC at Joliet Junior College on May 20th.  
 

MOVES AND NEWS
Ms. Cheryl Nantkes has rejoined the IEN Business Information Center (BIC) staff in the DCEO Springfield Office.   Many of you will remember Cheryl as she was a full time employee in the BIC up until her retirement in 2004.   She now rejoins us on a temporary basis until July 17th.  Her duties will include assisting in answering client calls to the 800 number and other duties.   We are glad to have her back, if only for a short while.   Welcome back, Cheryl.
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     


 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
