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In Today's Weekly Connection:

 
-        2007 Illinois Small Business Week
-        Web Site of the Week - Practical Advice for Entrepreneurs

-        Hot Markets for Venture Capital
-        SEDAC May 2007 Newsletter

-        Live Web Chat – Disaster Readiness for Small Business Owners

 

2007 Illinois Small Business Week
The 2007 Illinois Small Business Week will be June 24-30, 2007.  Please click on www.smallbusinessweek2007.com to find out more information about the conference training and awards reception that will be held on Wednesday June 27th at Navy Pier in Chicago as part of the Small Business Week celebration.   Please help promote this special week and the June 27th event by sending out the website to your clients, area businesses, banks, chambers and other interested organizations.   To register for the activities on June 27th you can go to http://www.smallbusinessweek2007.com/onlineReservations.htm.
 
Web Site of the Week - Practical Advice for Entrepreneurs

Entrepreneurs searching for information on starting and growing their business have a new tool at their disposal. The Biz Info Library, launched during EntrepreneurshipWeek USA, is an online collection of articles featuring practical, results-focused information. Along with some of the top publishers on small business and entrepreneurial success, content providers include world-renowned authors and leading business experts. The online collection is a collaborative effort of The James J. Hill Reference Library, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and the Edward Lowe Foundation and is free to all users. 

Access the Biz Info Library here. 

Hot Markets for Venture Capital 
A recent Knowledge@Wharton article summarized an interesting discussion among venture capitalists (VCs) at the 2007 Wharton Economic Summit. The topic concerned where VCs are likely to make their next “big bets.” In general, VCs are pretty bullish. While no one expects a return to the late 1990s boom, a lot of big deals, such as Google’s purchase of YouTube, means a lot of fresh cash infusions for many VC investors. Cleantech is probably the hottest area right now. Personalized medicine is also gaining attention among some investors. Finally, as the reality of global warming hits home, more investors are examining new opportunities tied to clean water production, distribution and conservation.  Access the May 2, 2007 Knowledge@Wharton article, “Where the Next Big Bets Lie for Venture Capitalists.”
SEDAC May 2007 Newsletter

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the May 2007 newsletter is now available at www.sedac.org. 

In this issue, you will find:
· The SEDAC Client Spotlight: Mid-Continent Development & Construction Company 
· Tips On How To Properly Dispose Of CFLs 
· A Product Overview On Programmable Thermostats 
· Information on Upcoming SEDAC Courses And A Partner Program Webinar 

For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit our website at www.sedac.org.

Live Web Chat – Disaster Readiness for Small Business Owners

Madelyn Flannagan and Rick Jenkins will answer questions Thursday, May 24, 2007 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., EDT

WHO: Madelyn H. Flannagan, vice president of Education and Research for the Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America, Inc., and Rick Jenkins of the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance will host the SBA’s May Web chat “Disaster Readiness for Small Business Owners.”  The Web chat is simultaneous with Hurricane Preparedness Week, May 20-26, 2007.

WHAT: Web Chat participants will have the opportunity to learn more about adequate insurance coverage for their business or home, as well as emergency readiness and preparedness planning for small businesses, including business continuity. Flannagan and Jenkins will share their expertise in disaster preparedness and answer questions about how to best prepare for physical disasters, including how to minimize property damage and economic loss and lay the groundwork for recovery.  Chat participants will also be able to ask questions about the SBA’s disaster assistance program.

WHEN: Thursday, May 24, 2007, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., ET. Flannagan and Jenkins will answer questions for one hour.

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking the “Online Business Chat” icon.  Participants may post questions before May 24th by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/livemeeting/may07/index.cfm , and posting their questions online.  To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html .  For more information about the SBA’s disaster assistance program and links to disaster preparedness tips, visit the web site at www.sba.gov/disaster_recov/prepared/getready.html .
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
