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ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK
Enclosed with this edition of the IEN Weekly Connection you will find an invitation to the upcoming Illinois Small Business Week Awards Reception to be held on Thursday, June 19th at the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place in Chicago.    Please help us distribute this invitation to all those who would be interested in helping us celebrate small business in Illinois. 
DESC SMALL BUSINESS CONFERENCE
The Defense Energy Support Center's Small Business Networking and Training Conference DESC Conference  is designed to assist small businesses and large businesses in learning about DESC's contracting and subcontracting requirements, respectively. This conference will provide you an opportunity to:

  

-Learn about various programs within DESC and potential contracting opportunities

-Learn the DESC procurement process

-Network with DESC's Contracting Officers, Prime Contractors, and Program Managers

-Market your company capabilities in the networking breakout sessions with DESC decision makers

-See your future with DESC

For small companies, it is an excellent opportunity to:

  

-Learn more about DESC procurements and requirements

-Become knowledgeable about DESC solicitation provisions and contract clauses

-Network to possibly establish subcontracting relationships with prime contractors, and networking with other interested small businesses 

-Speak with representatives from the Small Business Administration and the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center about services they provide to assist               Small Businesses 

The event will be presented June 10, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Select Naperville-Lisle, 1801 N Naper Blvd, Naperville, IL 60563. Please click on the links below for more information about the conference. Welcome package from DESC Director  Small Business Conference Press Kit 

SMART ENERGY DESING ASSISTANCE CENTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that your free subscription to subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter

 is now available for download at www.sedac.org.

NATIONAL ECONOMIC NEWS 

The Labor Department reported this week that the Consumer Price Index, a key inflation reading, rose 0.2% in April. That was lower than the 0.3% jump recorded in March and fell short of the 0.3% rise expected by a consensus of economists.

 

The Commerce Department reported Tuesday that business inventories edged up a tiny 0.1% in March, the smallest advance since inventories were basically flat in March 2007. The small rise was below the 0.4% increase that many economists were expecting. It indicated that businesses are holding back on adding to their stockpiles in the face of slowing demand. The small amount of strength in March came from a 0.9% gain in inventories held by manufacturers. Inventories held by retailers dropped by 0.5% and wholesale inventories were down 0.1%. 

 

The Commerce Department reported this week that retail sales dipped 0.2 percent in April. It was the second drop in the past three months, led by a 2.8 percent decline in auto sales.

 

The Federal Reserve reported Thursday that the nation's industrial production dropped 0.7 percent in April.  This was more than double the decline that economists 

had expected. According to the Fed, manufacturing output fell by 0.8 percent with half of that weakness coming from large cutbacks in auto production. 

The drop in overall production matched a 0.7 percent decline in February and followed a weak 0.2 percent increase in March. A bright spot for manufacturing 

has been continued strong overseas demand, helped by a weak dollar which has boosted the competitiveness of U.S. products in foreign markets.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - SBEAP
The Small Business Environmental Assistance Program was created by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 to assist small businesses in understanding their compliance requirements under the Act.   Environmental laws can be complicated and hard to understand and working directly with environmental enforcement agencies can be scary for smaller firms.   The Illinois SBEAP is housed within DCEO, a nonregulatory business assistance agency in Illinois, to reduce that fear factor and encourage education and compliance.    In 2007, the Illinois SBEAP assisted 1,407 firms.  Training seminars, compliance calendars and a toll free Helpline all contributed to assisting Illinois small business understand their compliance requirements.   For questions or additional information, please 1-800-252-3998 or visit their website at: www.ienconnect.com/enviro.
WEBCATS - THE "QUICK SEARCH" FIELD
The "quick search" field is a fast, easy way to search for your clients in the WebCATS data base.  The quick search function is located in the top right hand corner of the view clients screen.   Enter a client company or contact name in this field and click the search button.  WebCATS will produce a list of clients on your screen that match your search from across all centers in the data base.   If a client is displayed with a blue hyper link they belong to your center and you are able to work with that client record.  If the client is listed in black they are in the data base but belong to another center and you do not have the option to click on this client record.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.ILBANKER.COM
The Illinois SBDC is now an Associate Member of the Illinois Bankers Association (IBA).    Headquartered in Springfield, the IBA is a trade association whose members are state and national banks, savings banks and savings and loan associations of all sizes in Illinois.    Some of the member benefits we will have include: Networking opportunities within the Illinois banking community, discounts on exhibit space, promotion of the Illinois SBDC in their member directory, hyperlinks to our website and discounts on participating in training seminars.    To learn more about the IBA, its members throughout the state and how we can strengthen our ties to the Illinois banking community, please visit: www.ilbanker.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SMALL BIZ U

Small Biz U is an online learning curriculum created for small businesses and entrepreneurs.   They have 18 core courses covering the 3M's of Money, Marketing and Management.   In addition, there are two new programs called Pitch and Plan for business plan development and Money Training Academy, a certificate training program.    We would like you to review this site and provide us with your feedback.    The Illinois SBDC is considering purchasing the license for this product to use as its own.    However, your opinions about this product is vital, before we move ahead.    Please send your comments and opinions to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov    To view the products that are available through this resource, please go to: www.smallbizu/products
            

MOVES AND NEWS

Victoria Gheorghe has left the position of Director at the Illinois SBDC at Evanston Technology Innovation Center.   However, she has not left the IEN.    We want to congratulate her on her new position of Assistant Director of the Illinois SBDC at University of Illinois at Chicago.   Victoria started in her new position last week and we are pleased to have her remain a part of the Illinois SBDC.   Congratulations, Victoria.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
