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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    QVC to be at Women's Leadership Exchange Chicago Conference 
-    Web Portal Consolidates Entrepreneurship Research 
-    Angel Investing Getting Attention from Congress
-    The Economy and Small Business 
-    Smart Energy Design Assistance Center May 2006 Newsletter 
-    SCORE Leadership Listing
-    Main Street Newsletter - March and April 2006
-    Updated Firm Size Data
 

 

QVC to be at Women’s Leadership Exchange Chicago Conference 
Do you have a client with a product that you think might be appropriate for QVC? Does it demonstrate well? Does it solve a common problem or make life easier? Does it appeal to a broad audience? Does it have unique features and benefits?

Leading TV and Internet retailer QVC will be on hand to evaluate consumer products that have the potential to be sold on the shopping channel.   Women’s Leadership Exchange (WLE) attendees who have a manufactured consumer product that might be appropriate for this venue are invited to present it to a QVC representative at the WLE Interactive Information Center.

The Chicago conference is scheduled for May 17, 2006 at McCormick Place.  You must be a registered attendee of Women’s Leadership Exchange to participate. Click on a link above to register.   There will be three opportunities to show your product to a QVC representative at WLE conferences in the Interactive Information Center from 10:30 - 11:30am, 1:30 - 2:30pm and 6 - 7pm.  You do not need to make an appointment, and products will be viewed on a first come, first-served basis. Bring a sample of your product for review.  Please note that products that are in the idea or concept stage are not eligible for evaluation.

The total cost of the conference with all the discounts is $174 – register a colleague for only $129.  VIP Corporate tables are also available.  Call Jolene Zupnik for more information -- and to register by phone ((212) 618-1817).
  

Web Portal Consolidates Entrepreneurship Research 
The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, a major sponsor of research on entrepreneurship, has announced a new release of its Entrepreneurship Research Portal – a clearinghouse for understanding entrepreneurship across disciplines. The portal provides research, as well as listings of events and data sets targeted to the entrepreneurship research and policy community. With more than 2,000 existing records, and hundreds of new records added each month by its content partners at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and the Social Science Research Network (SSRN), the Entrepreneurship Research Portal is quickly becoming the most complete online resource for cross-disciplinary research on entrepreneurship. The new release offers many enhancements including: email and RSS options for notification of new research and events; more information on data sets used for the study of entrepreneurship; an expanded Research Database that includes research submitted through the Entrepreneurship Research and Policy Network (ERPN), a new scholarly network that is part of SSRN; and, the capability to browse research by author, institution, or subject.  The portal also allows users to submit research, events or calls for papers to be included on the site. Start using the Entrepreneurship Research Portal by visiting -- www.kauffman.org/research. 
  

Angel Investing Getting Attention from Congress
While twenty states now offer tax credits or other support to qualified angel investors, several members of Congress are examining ways that Washington can help create incentives for angel investing. Congressmen Don Manzullo (R-IL) and Earl Pomeroy (D-ND) have recently introduced H.R. 5198, the Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs (ACE) Act of 2006. This legislation would create a 25% tax credit for individual angel investors or partnerships that invest in qualified small businesses. The credit would be available for investments up to $250,000. Another take on the angel investing issue comes from Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez (D-NY). Along with numerous colleagues, the minority leader of the House Small Business Committee has introduced H.R. 4565, the Angels Nurture Growing Entrepreneurs into Long-Term Success (ANGELS) Act of 2006. H.R. 4565 would create a new Office of Angel Investment at the Small Business Administration. In addition to promoting angel investing as an innovative practice, the Office would make investments (of up to $2 million) to qualified angel groups. Both bills have a long path toward final passage, but they serve as an indication of Congress’ growing interest in supporting entrepreneurship.

To view the text of both bills, visit the Library of Congress’ THOMAS website at http://thomas.loc.gov. 
  

The Economy and Small Business 
The U.S. began 2006 with a strong showing: Real GDP rose at an annual rate of 4.8 percent, according to the first quarter 2006 edition of Quarterly Indicators: The Economy and Small Business. This publication presents recent monthly and quarterly data that is relevant to small businesses, and it examines the economic activity of small firms at the national level. For a copy of the New Quarterly Indicators visit: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sbqei0601.pdf
Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Chad Moutray at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov.
Smart Energy Design Assistance Center May 2006 Newsletter 
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the May 2006 newsletter is now available at http://www.sedac.org/pdf/ newsletter2_4.pdf 

In this issue, you will find articles about:   • Compact Fluorescent Lights - one of SEDAC's Top 12 ECRMs • Assisted Living Centers • Information On How You Can Request A Free Energy Audit   • Information On How Your Business Can Rebuild After a Natural Disaster 

For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit our website at www.sedac.org.

  

SCORE Leadership Listing
Attached, FYI,  you will find the latest listing of the leadership within Illinois SCORE. 
  

Main Street Newsletter - March and April 2006
Attached for you review you will find the March and April 2006 Illinois Main Street Newsletter, "The Word on the Street". 
  

Updated Firm Size Data
The Office of Advocacy funded U.S. Census Bureau data tracking firm births, closures and job creation by firm size for 2002 to 2003 has been updated. The data show 612,296 firm births and 540,648 firm closures during the period. Firms with fewer than 20 employees added 1.6 million net new jobs, firms with 20 to 499 employees added 400,000 net new jobs and firms with 500 or more employees lost 1 million net jobs.   Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov .
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"


===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
 

