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-  ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS JOB CREATION TAX CREDIT

-  PUT ILLINOIS TO WORK - NEW EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

-  TOOLS FOR ONLINE SUCCESS - SBA + GOOGLE PARTNERSHIP 

-  IRS OPEN HOUSE FOR SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE - MAY 15TH  

-  LENDER AND BUSINESS MATCHMAKING EVENT - PEORIA - JUNE 2ND 

-  IEN SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - - GENKOTA WINERY 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CONTACT PASSWORDS

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  WWW.PLANETREUSE.COM   

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - "HIRE YOUR FIRST EMPLOYEE" - FREE BOOK

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

	ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS JOB CREATION TAX CREDIT

	

	

	

	

	In Illinois 95% of our businesses have fewer than 50 employees. The Illinois Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit is a one year credit that will help create up to 20,000 jobs. This $2,500 tax credit (that can be carried forward) on withholding tax for employers with 50 or fewer total employees who hire new, full-time Illinois employees during the 12-month period beginning July 1, 2010. Calculation of the net increase in the number of Illinois employees is based on the employer’s number of Illinois employees as of June 30, 2010.  The credit is available to qualifying employers for each new, full-time Illinois job created and sustained for at least one year.  Members of the IEN can become familiar with this tax credit by clicking on the  Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit or by going to Frequently Asked Questions section on the DCEO website. 




PUT ILLINOIS TO WORK - NEW EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

Put Illinois to Work is an initiative of Governor Pat Quinn to create jobs throughout Illinois and provide employment experience to those hardest hit by this recession. Put Illinois to Work is funded by the State of Illinois and federal funding made available by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Through Put Illinois to Work, unemployed and underemployed Illinois residents can be placed into subsidized employment positions for up to six months. Under the subsidized employment model, the wages of the participant are provided by state/federal funding, and the employer must provide supervision and training of the participant for the duration of the placement.

If you are a potential employer or job seeker, please review the attached flyers, or visit www.PutIllinoisToWork.Illinois.gov .

TOOLS FOR ONLINE SUCCESS - SBA + GOOGLE PARTNERSHIP 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and Google announced a new partnership and unveiled “Tools for Online Success”, an array of online resources and training designed to help small business owners harness technology to grow their businesses.  The “Tools for Online Success” site http://www.google.com/help/sba features tutorials, video testimonials, and tips from savvy small business people who have leveraged the web to become more efficient, more cost-effective, and more successful.

 

“The SBA is pleased to partner with Google to put these important tools in the hands of small businesses across the country,” said SBA Administrator Karen Mills.  “As the web evolves and consumers adapt accordingly, we know that more customers are finding traditional ‘Main Street’ businesses online.  With these tools for online success, we can ensure these small businesses reach new markets and customers so they can continue to create jobs.”

 

One fifth of searches on Google are related to location, which shows that people are looking to the Internet to make decisions about where to go and what to do in their daily lives.  Google wants to connect their users with the businesses that provide the goods and services they need, but the first step is for those businesses to have an online presence.   They are excited to team up with the SBA to make that process easier for business owners across the country.

Many small business owners are featured in the video testimonials found at the “Tools for Online Success” site.  Each video documents the unique success stories that these small businesses have created using online technology.   Success stories like these are the goal of the Google/SBA partnership.  Visit the “Tools for Online Success” website for a full run-down, 

but here are a few easy tips all small business owners should be using:

• Establish your online presence. One out of five searches on Google are related to location.  Most local online listings such as Google Places are free, and if your business doesn’t have a website, there are ready-made site templates and free hosting services that make establishing an online presence easy.

• Use free marketing to reach customers. You can build a fan base with free services like YouTube, Facebook and Twitter that keep your customers in-the-know about new products or specials and aware of promotions.  These services are great "word of mouth" platforms - where a customer following you might tell their friends about your business.

• Know your customers.  Easy to use web analytics tools can tell you a lot about your customers by analyzing what search term brought them to your website or what they look at while they are there. This information can help you make smart decisions about what you feature and what search terms you should run search ads on.

• Keep an eye on the latest trends.  The growing popularity of smartphones means that more and more customers are searching for local information on the go.  This makes it all the more important that a business’s online presence be accurate and up-to-date. You can link to your menu, give users driving directions, and even post digital coupons.

To learn more, please the "Tools For Online Success" website at: http://www.google.com/help/sba
IRS OPEN HOUSE FOR SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE - MAY 15TH  

The Internal Revenue Service will host a special nationwide Open House on Saturday May 15th to help small businesses and individuals solve tax problems.  Approximately 200 IRS offices will be open May 15th from 9am to 2pm.  IRS staff will be available on site or by telephone to help taxpayers work through their problems and walk out with solutions.

The goal is to resolve issues on the spot so small businesses and individuals can put any issues they have with the IRS behind them.   If you have a problem filing or paying your taxes or resolving a tough tax issue, the IRS encourages you to come in and work with them.

IRS locations will be equipped to handle issues involving notices and payments, return preparation, audits and a variety of other issues.  At a previous IRS Open House on March 27th, approximately two-thirds of taxpayers requested and received assistance with payments and notices.  88 % of the taxpayers who came in for help had their issues resolved the same day.

So, for example, a taxpayer who cannot pay a tax balance due can discuss with an IRS professional whether an installment agreement is appropriate and, if so, fill out the paperwork then and there.  Assistance with offers-in-compromise will also be available.  Likewise, a taxpayer struggling to complete a certain IRS form or schedule can work directly with IRS staff to get the job done.

There are 4 IRS Offices participating in Illinois.   They are located in Downtown Chicago, Galesburg, Schiller Park and Springfield.   Exact Locations for the May 15 Open House are listed on the IRS website, IRS.gov. 

The Open House on May 15th is the first of three events scheduled through the end of June.  The next two are planned for Saturday June 5th and Saturday June 26th.  Details regarding those events will be available soon.

LENDER AND BUSINESS MATCHMAKING EVENT – PEORIA - JUNE 2ND 

Experts from the Small Business Administration, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office, the US Department of Agriculture Rural Development Office, and the Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic Opportunity, Inc. will be available to meet one-on-one with business owners.  Additionally, business owners will be able to talk with representatives from the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Bradley University and SCORE.   

WHEN: Wednesday - June 2, 2010 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

Registration 8:30 am—9:00 am 

Welcome Remarks 9:00 am — 9:15 am 

Loan Program Information 9:15 am — 10:00 am 

Meet the Lenders/Resource Partners 10:00 am — 12 Noon 

WHERE: Holiday Inn City Centre 

500 Hamilton Boulevard 

Salon Room A & B 

Peoria

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - GENKOTA WINERY 

After nearly two years of business advice from the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Rend Lake College, Genkota managers Kent and Sheree Easton just recently purchased the winery from the original owner.   The Easton's have been managing the winery since June of 2009.

This Mt. Vernon business is proud that 95% of everything they make comes from locally grown produce.   Everything is fermented, bottled and labeled there as well.

The Illinois SBDC at Rend Lake College helped the Easton's determine the feasibility of a business plan. "We assist them in running the business on paper, before they go looking for funding", said Curt Mowrer.   "We make sure they have all their ducks in a row".

Genkota Winery is looking to grow, and promoting new and different events is how they are going to do it.   They already have hosted local and regional bands, held charity events and other events to raise their visibility.   People are booking weddings and there may be trivia nights and a murder mystery night coming soon.

Congratulations to Kent and Sheree Easton on being the new owners of this Southern Illinois winery.   Congratulations also to the Illinois SBDC at Rend Lake College for helping make their goal of business ownership a reality for this client.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CONTACT PASSWORDS

We have tentative plans to upgrade the eCenter Direct site from version 1.0 to 2.0 in late May.  In the coming weeks we will be focusing our WebCATS Tip Of The Week around the new eCenter 2.0.  

Today we focus on retrieval of contact passwords.  You should be aware that the “Retrieve password” option on eCenter 2.0 will not work for any contacts that appear more than once in your WebCATS database with the same last name and same email address.  Also, one other enhancement worth noting about eCenter 2.0 that is related to passwords is the ability for users to change their own password.  Contacts that log in to eCenter can edit their own personal information including their eCenter password.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.PLANETREUSE.COM 

Need to make a renovation or remodel your offices?  PlanetReuse allows business owners to find and buy salvaged building materials – from flooring to furniture. The cost can be less than half that of buying new constructions materials. The site lets you place a “free materials request” or browse recent offerings.  To learn more, please visit them at: www.planetreuse.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - "HIRE YOUR FIRST EMPLOYEE" - FREE BOOK

If you've been sitting on the fence, now's a great time to hire.  And if you don't know where to start, Intuit has extended their generous giveaway of Rhonda Abrams latest book, "Hire Your First Employee". Simply go to www.IntuitInc.com/hire to request your free copy - no purchase necessary.   The entrepreneurs guide to finding, choosing and leading great people by Rhonda Abrams.

This important guide shows you how to select and motivate key employees for your business. 

You'll learn how to: 

Find the right employees for your business 

Handle payroll accurately and on time 

Minimize the red tape that comes with being an employer 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 
The flyers for the new "Put Illinois To Work Program" is now on CenterConnect.   This is the new program just announced by Governor Quinn and is explained in the first item of this newsletter.   Please share with all interested businesses.

DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY (DAR) PROJECT UPDATES

We are adding a new regular feature to the IEN Weekly Connection.   As many of you know, the Illinois SBDC was successful in applying for a limited amount of grant funding from SBA to assist Illinois companies who were affected by natural disasters in 2008.   

There are six Illinois SBDCs that are working on this project.   They include the Illinois SBDCs at: Illinois Eastern Community College, Western Illinois University, Black Hawk College, Rock Valley College, Harper College and the College of DuPage.

We will be sharing with you the activities and Success Stories that are happening in these Centers.   You will learn about the resources, accomplishments and new tools available to assist all Centers in the Illinois SBDC.   Look for these stories to begin appearing in next week's edition.   We hope you find them to be informative and useful as you assist your clients.

MOVES AND NEWS

In a memo sent out on Thursday, April 29th, DCEO Director Warren Ribley announced new agency bureau names, to better reflect the professionalism of the DCEO program units.    The other reason for these changes is that it is a realignment toward our agency Strategic Priorities.   Effective immediately, the programs of the IEN are now located within the DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology.    Jill Mehrberg is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology.

 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     


 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
