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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 

-    2007 Illinois Small Business Week
-    SBA Lenders Performance and Lender Forums
-    Small Business Primer On-line Training Program
-    Website of the Week - New Feature!
-    Work.com
-    Employment Law Seminar
-    The Power of Clusters in Rural America
-    Insure U for Small Business 

2007 Illinois Small Business Week
The 2007 Illinois Small Business Week will be June 24-30, 2007.  Please click on www.smallbusinessweek2007.com to find out more information abut the conference training and awards reception that will be held on Wednesday June 27th at Navy Pier in Chicago as part of the Small Business Week celebration.   Please help promote this special week and the June 27th event by sending out the website to your clients, area businesses, banks, chambers and other interested organizations.   To register for the activities on June 27th you can go to http://www.smallbusinessweek2007.com/onlineReservations.htm.
 

SBA Lenders Performance and Lender Forums
Attached is the Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2007 as of 4/30/07. The current performance reflects a 13.9% increase in SBA 7(a) loan program and a 25.4% increase in the SBA 504 loan program for the same period from last year. Also attached is a flyer with details regarding the SBA Lender Forums held in conjunction with the Illinois SBDC. Lender Forums are a series of informational sessions designed for commercial lenders, offering presentations from various Government Financing organizations.
 

Small Business Primer On-line Training Program
The Small Business Primer is a self-paced assessment tool that focuses on three key areas to help small business owners (1) determine their business readiness, (2) provide an overview of basic small business principles, and (3) introduce them to key SBA resources for small business counseling and training. The assessment tool is highly recommended and useful for those who have considered starting a business or thought about what it takes to be successful as an entrepreneur.
 

The Small Business Primer is available through the SBA’s Small Business Training Network, a virtual campus of business courses, trainings, education resources, learning tools and information assistance at www.sba.gov/training. It is a unique training that features an interactive assessment tool to help evaluate readiness for starting a business. It also walks participants through the key steps of business start-up.
 

Website of the Week - New Feature!
Beginning with this issue of the IEN Weekly Connection, we will present resources to help you assist clients.   This new feature will take of the form of websites.    Although there are many websites out there, we will be presenting sites that we have researched and have found to be great resources for you and your clients.   We will also be presenting these by targeted relevant topics and presenting more than one website per week, in many instances.    If you have suggestions on topics you would like to see us address and research, please let Mark Enstrom our Resource Development Coordinator know at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov     We hope you enjoy this new feature of the IEN Weekly Connection.
 

Work.com
Our first "Website of the Week" is www.work.com .    The mission of work.com is to provide an easy way to find the best available advice, information and solutions for starting and growing a small business and solving common business problems.   All content is freely accessible to the general public without any fees or registration.  There are 1,700+ How To Guides (more are added to the site daily) that cover all business information categories.  Many provide helpful advice and links to SBDCs, SBA, SCORE, IRS, OSHA, EPA and other government agencies and programs related to small business and are intended as a service for business owners and entrepreneurs everywhere.  All guides also have a reader rating for information usefulness on a 1-10 scale.
 

Employment Law Seminar
On Thursday, May 24, 6 p.m.-8 p.m.,  Chuck Krugel be giving a free labor and employment law seminar sponsored by  The Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at the Technology Innovation Center in Evanston.  It's at the Evanston Public Library, 1703 Orrington Ave. (intersection of Orrington & Church St.). Parking is available; check their website. Registration is via e-mail to Victoria Gheorghe, the SBDC's Director, v.gheorghe@sbdc-evanston.org or phone 847-866-1817. This is my 2nd seminar for this SBDC. Free reference materials will also be provided (to see the materials from my January 2007 seminar at Chicago's City Hall click here). Thanks to Victoria, the Illinois' Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and the Evanston Public Library for setting this up.
 

The Power of Clusters in Rural America
A new Economic Development Administration-sponsored research report offers a comprehensive examination of how regional business clusters can help transform rural economies. The study takes a deep and comprehensive look at clusters across rural America, and it includes an analysis of clusters in every county in the US. Most clusters tend to be located in urban regions, but rural areas dominate in three not-surprising sectors: mining; agribusiness, food processing and technology; and forest and wood products. Nationwide, the clusters most closely associated with strong regional economic performance are: business and financial services, information technology and telecommunications, and printing and publishing. Overall, human capital is the most critical factor explaining differences in income growth between counties.  Access the January 2007 U.S. Economic Development Administration-sponsored report, Unlocking Rural Competitiveness: The Role of Regional Clusters.
 

Insure U for Small Business 
Research conducted by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) in March revealed that many small businesses — defined as those with fewer than 100 employees — are exposed to serious risks that could be mitigated by a better understanding of insurance options. For example, while 71 percent of small businesses admit to being very dependent on one or two individuals, only 22 percent have Key Person insurance. Following up on that study, the NAIC just launched a website to assist entrepreneurs and small business owners with information on business risks and insurance options. The site provides basic information and tips in six categories: workers’ compensation; group health and disability; business property and liability; commercial auto; group life and key person life; and home-based business insurance.  Learn more about Insure U for Small Business.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
