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EMERGING 200 KICK OFF
The Chicago kick off for the SBA Emerging 200 Initiative will be held on Friday, May 9th, 3:00 PM at the Citigroup Center Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 500 West Madison in  Chicago.  The goal of the SBA Emerging 200 initiative is to identify 200 inner-city businesses across the country that show a high potential for growth—and to provide them the network, resources and motivation required to build a sustainable business of size and scale within a designated inner-city geographic location.   Chicago is one of the eleven cities selected for this special program. You are all invited to attend the upcoming kickoff event.   Please see the attached invitation for more details. If you plan to attend please RSVP by May 7, 2008 to (312) 353-4519.
TRADE ALLY ENERGY EFFICIENCY WORKSHOPS

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and ComEd are introducing a series of new energy efficiency and demand response programs that can save your customers money...while having a powerful and profitable impact on your business. 

These new incentive-based programs will be debuting this year. ComEd and DCEO want you to understand these new programs and be prepared to offer them to your customers.  What will you learn at these Trade Ally workshops? 

*           How we're moving Illinois into the forefront of energy efficiency

*           How you can grow your business by becoming a ComEd energy efficiency 

program partner

*           How you can leverage our new programs to help your customers save money 

on their electric bills

*           How you can help your customers take advantage of our incentives

You will have the opportunity to meet program staff, and there will be breakout sessions with technical information specific to your type of product or service. You will also gain access to powerful sales tools and marketing resources...plus the application forms your customers will need to apply for their incentives.  It may be the most profitable 2-1/2 hours you ever spend. 

Our agenda includes: 

*           8:30 a.m. - Continental breakfast

*           9:00 a.m. - General session

*           9:30 a.m. - Break

*           9:45 a.m. - Business specific breakout sessions 

*           11:00 a.m. - End of workshop 

Pre-register for your workshop today.  Workshops are being held: 

*           May 20 - Crowne Plaza Hotel, Mundelein

*           May 22 - Holiday Inn, Tinley Park Convention Center

*           May 27 - Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort, Rockford

*           May 29 - Chicago Hilton, 720 S. Michigan Avenue

 http://events.ABCsignup.com/ComEdworkshop CLICK HERE to pre-register.

GREEN RIBBON ENERGY EFFICIENCY WORKSHOPS

Discover how going green can help you earn more green. Join us at one of our business-only energy efficiency workshops.  ComEd and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) are introducing a series of new energy efficiency and demand response programs that can provide significant savings to businesses and local government on their electric bills.

These new incentive-based programs will be debuting this year. ComEd and DCEO want you to learn more about these new programs and how your organization can participate and save money.  What will you learn at these workshops? 

*           How we're moving Illinois into the forefront of energy efficiency

*           How you can leverage our new programs and rebate incentives to reduce energy consumption, increase your energy efficiency and save money

*           How to obtain your rebates

*           How simple and profitable saving energy can be

*           How to obtain state-sponsored, low-interest loans available to organizations that undertake energy efficiency projects from representatives of the Illinois Office of the State Treasurer

During the workshop, you will be able to view program exhibits. Throughout the day, you will have an opportunity to learn about energy-saving products and technologies. There will also be breakout sessions about specific programs. Plus, representatives from ComEd and DCEO will be able to answer your questions and tell you about program guidelines and qualifications.  You'll find our Green Ribbon workshops a profitable way to spend your time. The agenda includes: 

*           8:00 a.m. - Continental breakfast

*           8:30 a.m. - Overview of the new energy efficiency programs

*           9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Program exhibit tables

*           9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Breakout sessions

*           3:00 p.m. - End of workshop 

Pre-register for your workshop today.   Workshops are being held: 

*           June 10 - Chicago Hilton, 720 S. Michigan Avenue

*           June 12 - Doubletree Guest Suites, Downers Grove

*           June 19 - Crowne Plaza Hotel, Mundelein

*           June 20 - Holiday Inn, Tinley Park Convention Center

*           June 25 - Pheasant Run, St. Charles

*           June 27 - Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort, Rockford 

 http://events.ABCsignup.com/EEworkshop CLICK HERE to pre-register.  For more information, visit www.ComEdCARE.com or www.illinoisenergy.org
MPEA OPPORTUNITY – RFP #2008-18 
The Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority (“MPEA”), which owns and operates Navy Pier is seeking qualified retail and food service operators interested in leasing opportunities at Navy Pier. The MPEA invites the submissions of interest by way of this Request for Proposals (“RFP”).    Copies of the RFP, #2008-18 are available on or after 3:00 p.m. (Chicago Time) on Friday, April 25, 2008 at Navy Pier Administrative Office, 2nd Floor, 600 East Grand Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611 or at the MPEA Corporate office address listed at the bottom of this document. Copies of the document are also available on-line at www.mpea.com. 
There will be a Pre-Proposal Conference and site tour held on Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. (Chicago Time) at Navy Pier, Room #329, 600 East Grand Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611. Prospective Respondents are strongly encouraged to attend.

 

Additional site visits can be arranged by contacting Bridget O’Connell Koconis at 312-595-5381 and scheduling an appointment from May 14th thru May 30th, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The MPEA will not be liable for a Respondent’s failure to obtain or download any addenda issued for the RFP which is downloaded through the website. Inquiries regarding this document should be directed to Mr. Steven Duda by email sduda@mpea.com or by fax at (312) 791-6156
Minority Owned Business Enterprises and Women Owned Business Enterprises are encouraged to submit a proposal in response to this RFP. Proposals should be submitted no later than 3:00 p.m. (Chicago Time) on Monday, June 30, 2008. Proposals received after this time will be non-responsive and ineligible for consideration. Written proposals should be submitted to:

 

METROPOLITAN PIER AND EXPOSITION AUTHORITY 

301 EAST CERMAK ROAD 

CHICAGO, IL 60616 

Attention: Mr. Steven Duda 

sduda@mpea.com 

IDES EMPLOYER WORKSHOPS 

The Department of Employment Security is hosting in-depth workshops that address Unemployment Insurance claims / protest issues and value-added programs and services available to you.  To learn more about a workshop, or to schedule a workshop, please contact Bill Harrison, manager of Employer Outreach, at 309.343.3100 ext 202 or by email, William.Harrison@illinois.gov.

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 -- 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Archer Bank, 8267 S. Roberts Road, Bridgeview, IL 60455 -- Topics include:  Illinois Skills Match, Tax Credits, Bonding, TaxNet, Veteran Services, and Labor Market Information along with your right to contest Claims and Chargeability through the Employer Protest.  There will also be a demonstration of the interview process and a Q and A session. To register contact Roseann Bautista at 708-598-1700.  

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 -- 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at IDES Office, 255 N. Schuyler, Kankakee -- Topics to include recruiting assistance for employers, including Illinois Skills Match and the Unemployment Insurance interview process.  To register or for more information contact Dave Hextell at 815-932-0035 ext. 113.
CHILD CARE BUSINESS EXPO – JUNE 21ST 

The 10th Annual Child Care Business Expo will be held on Saturday, June 21, 2008 from 8 am to 4 pm at Chicago's Navy Pier.   The Annual WBDC Child Care Business Expo, supported by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Illinois SBDC, is a one-stop clearinghouse for owners of child care businesses. The Expo provides you with the opportunity to meet vendors and suppliers, to attend workshops and to network with other child care entrepreneurs.  Highlights Include: 
 

· Comprehensive workshops and panel discussions

· Exhibits featuring key resources

· Luncheon Keynote speaker and Award Winners

· Networking Opportunities 

To learn more about this event, go to www.wbdc.org, or contact egardner@wbdc.org. 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2008 - LOCAL CENTER ACTIVITIES

The SBA Awards Program will be held in Chicago on Thursday, June 19th.    Many of you will be hosting events, training seminars, workshops and other activities during this week.   We will be keeping a statewide master list of small business activities happening throughout the state within the IEN.   Please send your DCEO Network Coordinator a list of your events that are being held from June 15th through 21st.    As you add events when we get closer to Small Business Week, please forward that information.   Feel free to also include activities happening the week before and after June 19th as well.    We appreciate your contributions to this very important week.

PROFITCENTS - HAS BEEN RENEWED

The annual subscriptions for SBDCs to have access to ProfitCents has been renewed.    This subscription has been paid for at the state level.   If you receive a renewal notice from ProfitCents, please disregard it.    The notice on the website will soon disappear as the payment has been made.    The subscription is now paid for through April, 2009.    We hope you continue to find this resource valuable.   
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY 

The Regulatory Flexibility Program is our Program Success of the Week.   The Office of Regulatory Flexibility is housed within the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network Business Information Center and has assisted hundreds of clients who seek regulatory and compliance assistance.  The Office of Regulatory Flexibility has provided businesses with an understanding of state regulations and laws that impact them, and also offers a way to keep up on ever changing state rules and regulations.   Regulatory and Information Alert is a free weekly newsletter that contains info on rules, who or what is impacted, dates and times of public hearings, and an overview of what the rule means in plain language.  It also includes info on upcoming conferences, workshops, permitting and licensing, tax information and recent legislation.   Businesses are also encouraged to register their concerns regarding any “unnecessary or burdensome” administrative rule or regulations by going to www.ienconnect.com/regflex.  For more information about any state rule or regulation, please contact the Office of Regulatory Flexibility by calling (800) 252-2923 or (217) 785-8020. 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CLIENT SUCCESS STORIES

Here is a reminder about client success stories.   All client success stories should be entered into the WebCATS system via the "milestone section".  To enter a success story please click on the ID of the client you are entering the success story for, and go to the "add" drop down near the bottom of the client detail.  Choose milestone from the drop down list and click "go".  Next you will enter the milestone by choosing the type "success story".   Please fill in the notes section with the success story narrative and then save the record.    Thanks for helping to place these in the correct location so that it will help all of us to share the terrific stories about your clients successes.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.FEDMARKET.COM
Cracking the $500 Billion Federal Market - The Small Business Guide to Federal Sales” examines the challenges faced by small businesses hoping to break into the federal market. Many small businesses have watched the federal market from the sidelines with envy. Why not get off the sidelines and join the game? All you need to figure out is how the game is played. It is not that difficult once you clear away the fog of red tape. See through the haze and win your share of federal business. Fedmarket.com has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, and other trade publications. Our customer testimonials speak to our competence and expertise in helping customers win federal business. We have been singled out by public and private organizations - - including the Small Business Administration and federally-funded Procurement Technical Assistance Centers - - as the most comprehensive government contracting resource in the industry. Our free web site content includes weekly newsletters on GSA Schedules, Proposal Writing and Federal Sales.   To learn more, please visit their website at: www.fedmarket.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOUNDATION 

The Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago works to provide high quality civil legal services to low income and disadvantaged people in Cook County.  Through advocacy, education, collaboration and litigation they empower individuals, protect fundamental rights, strengthen communities, create opportunities and achieve justice.   Although they offer assistance in civil cases only, we wanted to share this resource with you primarily because of their assistance to Illinois Veterans.    To learn more about all of the services the LAF has to offer, please click on:   www.lafchicago.org/content/view/62/128/
MOVES AND NEWS

It has been one year since we began including the "Website of the Week" and "Resource of the Week" features in the IEN Weekly Connection.  We hope that you have found these to be interesting and valuable.   Please let us know what you think of these features.    We would welcome your feedback.   Let us know if you have additional suggestions for topic areas of interest you would like us to focus our efforts.   If you have comments, please send them to Mark Enstrom, Resource Development Coordinator at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
